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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
As Engrossed: S1/30/97
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 147

By: Senator Kennedy

By: Representatives George, Cook, and Young

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED § 16-90-502 TO
ALLOW CLOSE RELATI VES OF DECEASED VI CTI MS FOR WHOSE DEATH
AN CONVI CT |'S SENTENCED TO DEATH TO VI EW THE EXECUTI ON OF
THE CONVI CT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO ALLOW CLOSE RELATI VES OF DECEASED
VI CTI M8 FOR WHOSE DEATH AN CONVICT IS
SENTENCED TO DEATH TO VI EW THE EXECUTI ON
OF THE CONVI CT"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 816-90-502 is amended to read as
fol | ows:

"16-90-502. Conduct of execution

(a) Each execution shall be conducted by the superintendent Director of
the Departnent of Correction or some assistant or assistants designated by

hi m

(b) The punishnent of death nmust, in every case, be inflicted by

continued until the convict is dead— carried out in the manner prescribed at

§5-4-617.

(c) The superintendent Director or the assistants appointed by him shal
proceed unl ess a suspension of execution is ordered, at the tinme naned in the
sentence, to cause the death of the felon under sentence of death te—be

eteetrocuted—untit—he—+s—dead in the manner prescribed at §-5-4-617.
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As Engrossed: S1/30/97 SB 147

(d)(1) No execution of any person convicted in this state of a capita

of fense shall be public; but it shall be private. Any officer convicted of

(2) At the execution there shall be present the superintendent
Director or an assistant, the surgeon of the penitentiary or his assistant,

and a number of respectable citizens nunbering not fewer than six (6) nor nore

than twel ve (12) whose presence is necessary to verify that the execution was

conducted in the manner required by law. The counsel for the convict and a

m ni ster of the Gospel may be present.

(3) During the execution there shall be a closed circuit audio-

vi sual nonitor placed in a |ocation chosen by the Director, and any cl ose

relatives of the deceased victimor surviving i nnocent victinms who desire to

vi ew the execution may be present. |In no case shall the number of viewers

exceed five (5) per execution. No audio or video recording shall be nade of

t he executi on.

(A) 'Cose relatives of the victim shall mean the foll owi ng

persons in relation to the victimfor whose death an inmate is sentenced to

deat h:

(i) the spouse of the victimat the time of the victinms

deat h;

(ii) the parents or step-parents of the deceased victim

(iii) the adult brothers, sisters, children, or step-

children of the deceased victiny or

(iv) any other adult relative with a close relationship to

the deceased victim

(B) '"Surviving innocent victinms' shall nean any person innocently

present during the conm ssion of the capital offence who sustained an injury,

ei ther physical or enotional, and such injury results in a separate conviction

for a |l esser offense which arises out of the sane course of conduct."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to

any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
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As Engrossed: S1/30/97 SB 147
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/' s/ Kennedy et al
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