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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly

Regular Session, 1997

By: Senator Harriman

A Bill

SENATE BILL 166

For An Act To Be Entitled

"AN ACT TO ENSURE BOARD AND COWVM SSI ON MEMBER ATTENDANCE
AT BOARD AND COVM SSI ON MEETI NGS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle

"AN ACT TO ENSURE BOARD AND COWM SSI ON
MEMBER ATTENDANCE. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTI

ON 1. Arkansas code 8§ 25-17-211 is anended to read as foll ows:

"8 25-17-211. Absence of nenber from nmeetings as grounds for renoval

(a)

Attendance Required. 1In order to ensure broad representation and a

quorum al

board or

comi ssi on nmenbers have a responsibility to attend al

regul ar or

speci al nmeetings of the board or comni ssion.

(b)

Excessive Absences. A board or commi ssion nenber shall be subject
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SB 166

to renpval fromthe board or commission in the event the nenber shall fail to

present to the Governor a satisfactory excuse for his absence. Unexcused

absences fromthree (3) successive regular neetings, wthout attendi ng any

internediary call ed special neetings, shall constitute sufficient cause for

renpval

(c) Notice and Rermpval Procedures. Renoval of board or conm ssion

menbers shall be in accordance with the foll owi ng:

(1) Wthin thirty (30) days after each regul ar board or

comi ssi on nmeeting, the secretary of each board or conmm ssion shall notify, in

writing, the Governor of any nenber who has been absent fromthree (3)

successi ve regul ar neetings, wi thout attending any internediary called special

nmeetings. The secretary's notice to the Governor shall include a copy of al

nmeeting notices and attendance records for the past year. Any board or

comi ssi on secretary failing to submit the notices and docunentation required

by this act shall be considered cause for renoval by the Governor in

accordance with the procedures set forth at Arkansas Code Annotated § 25-17-

210.

(2) Wthin sixty (60) days after receiving the notice and

supporting docunentation fromthe board or conm ssion Secretary, the Governor

shall notify, in witing, the board or conm ssion menber of his intent to

renove the nenber for cause. This notice shall suffice for the notice
required in AAC.A § 25-17-210(a).
(3) Wthin twenty (20) days of the date of the Governor's notice,

the nmenber may request an excused absence as provided by this act or may file

with the Governor's Ofice notice that the nmenber disputes the attendance

records and the reasons therehy.

(4) The Governor shall grant an excuse for illness of the nenber

when verified by a witten sworn statenent by the attendi ng physician, or

ot her proper excuse as deterni ned by the Governor

(5) After twenty (20) days of the date of the Governor's notice,

if no rebuttal is received or other adequate docunentation submitted, the

menber may be renoved in accordance with the provisions set forth at AC A §

25-17-210.

(d) Reinmbursenments Wthheld. Any board or conm ssion nenber referred

to the Governor because of excessive absences under the provisions of this Act

shall not be entitled to any per di em or expense reinbursenment for travel or
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attendance of any subsequent neeting until the board or comni ssion receives

notification fromthe Governor that the nenmber has been excused for the

absences. "

SECTION 2. CODE. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the Code.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. |If any provision of this act or the
application thereof to any person or circunstance is held invalid, such
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act which
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this

end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable.

SECTI ON 4. GENERAL REPEALER. All laws and parts of laws in conflict

with this act are hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is hereby found and deternined by the

Ceneral Assenbly that attendance at board and commi ssion neetings is essential

to provide necessary governnental services; that a quorum of board and

comi ssi on nmenbers is necessary to transact essential business and to legally

provi de and nonitor essential governnental services; that the provisions of

this act will provide to ensure attendance at board and conmi ssion neetings;

and that delay in the effective date of this act could work irreparable harm

upon the proper admnistration and provision of essential governnental

prograns. Therefore an enmergency is declared to exist and this act being

i medi ately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and

safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If

the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone

effective on the expiration of the period of tine during which the Governor

may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house overrides the

vet o.
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