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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 235

By: Senator Everett

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED § 16-13-1003 TO
PROVI DE THAT ALL JUDGES OF THE SECOND JUDI ClI AL DI STRI CT
ARE Cl RCUI T- CHANCERY JUDGES; AND FOR OTHER PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE THAT ALL JUDGES OF THE
SECOND JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT ARE
Cl RCUI T- CHANCERY JUDGES"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8§ 16-13-1003 is amended to read as
fol | ows:
"16-13-1003. Judges and chancel |l ors.
(a) The qualified electors of the Second Judicial District shall elect:
(1) Three (3) circuit judges;
(2) Three (3) chancellors;
(3) One (1) circuit-chancery judge; and
(4) One (1) circuit-chancery judgeship.
(b)(1) The judge of the judgeship created by subdivision (a)(3) of this
section shall be the judge of the juvenile division of chancery court. The

judge shall serve as judge of the juvenile division in lieu of the judge who
woul d ot herwi se be designated as judge of the juvenile division of chancery
court in the judicial district.

(2) The judge of the additional circuit-chancery judgeship
created in subdivision (a)(3) of this section shall devote such tine as nmay be
required to performthe duties of judge of the juvenile division, which duties

shall be the primary obligation of the judge, and shall sit as judge of the
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SB 235
circuit, chancery, or probate court as tine pernits.

(3) The circuit-chancery judgeship created by subdivision (a)(4)
of this section shall primarily performthe duties of a judge of the juvenile
di vi sion of chancery court and conduct hearings for the involuntary adm ssion
or conm tnment of persons to the Arkansas State Hospital or any other public or
private hospital with a fully trained psychiatrist on the active or consultant
staff and shall sit as judge of the circuit, chancery, and probate courts as
time pernits.

(c) Effective February 27, 1995, the subdistrict 2.2, division 2, and
division 3 circuit judgeships shall beconme circuit-chancery judgeshi ps which
shall have jurisdiction in law, equity, and probate.

(d) Al circuit judges and all chancery judges of the Second Judi ci al

District which have not already been converted to circuit-chancery judges on

the effective date of this 1997 Act shall be converted to circuit-chancery

judges at the expiration of their present termof office, and, upon el ection

their successor shall have jurisdiction in law, equity, and probate."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature

are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.
SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the orderly, effective and efficient

adm nistration of justice is fostered by conbining circuit and chancery

jurisdiction since there generally exists a disparity in the nunber of cases

pendi ng before the circuit and chancery judges of the Second Judici al

District, and the ability to freely schedul e and exchange cases anopng the
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judges will alleviate backlogs. Therefore an energency is declared to exist

and this act being i nmediately necessary for the preservation of the public

peace, health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by

the Governor. |f the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it

shall beconme effective on the expiration of the period of tinme during which

the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the

veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.
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