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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 239

By: Senator Ross, Beebe, Gordon, Everett, Todd, Smith, Boozman, Hunter, Brown, and Webb

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS CODE TO SUBSTI TUTE SENATE
I NTERI M COMM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH FOR THE JO NT
| NTERI M COMM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO SUBSTI TUTE SENATE | NTERI M COMM TTEE
ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH FOR THE JO NT
I NTERI M COMM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND
YOUTH. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 9-28-203 (d) is anended to read as foll ows:

"(d)(1) The Division of Youth Services shall pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons as necessary to adm nister this subchapter

(2) The regulations shall be reviewed by the Jeint Senate Interim
Committee on Children and Youth or any appropriate legislative commttee

during | egislative sessions."

SECTION 2. 9-28-505 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"§ 9-28-505. Rules and regul ations.

The Director of the Department of Human Services shall adopt rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out the provisions of this subchapter, pursuant
to the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq., except that
the director shall not comrence the process under the Adm nistrative Procedure

Act until the proposed rules and regul ati ons have been revi ewed by the General
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SB 239
Assenmbly s Joint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth."

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code 9-28-603(b)(8), pertaining to reports by
t herapeutic group honmes and i ndependent living progranms, is amended to read as
fol | ows:

"(8) Provide an annual report to the division and the Joint Senate
InterimConmmittee on Children and Youth of the General Assenbly sumari zi ng
outcone data in areas related to educati onal achieverment, enpl oynent, and
crimnal justice contact of the participants and other information as

requested by the division."

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code 9-32-203 is amended to read as foll ows:
"§ 9-32-203. Quarterly performance reports.
(a)(1) The Division of Youth Services and the Division of Children and

Fami |y Services are hereby directed to issue to the Joint Senate Interim

Committee on Children and Youth of the General Assenbly a quarterly report on
the performance of the child welfare system

(2) These quarterly reports will be known as the Division of Youth
Services and the Division of Children and Family Services Quarterly

Performance Reports and shall be transmtted to the Joint Senate Interim

Committee on Children and Youth no later than thirty (30) cal endar days after
the end of each cal endar quarter
(b) The Division of Youth Services and the Division of Children and

Fami |y Services Quarterly Performance Reports shall contain, but not be
limted to:

(1) dient outcone information

(2) Case status information;

(3) Conpliance information,;

(4) Managenent indicators; and

(5) Oher data agreed to by the Joint Senate Interim Committee on

Children and Youth and the Division of Children and Fami |y Services and the

Di vi sion of Youth Services."

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code 9-32-204 (b) and (c) are amended to read as
fol | ows:

"(b) The Arkansas Child Welfare Report Card shall contain, but not be
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limted to, for each county and the state as a whole:

(1) dient outconme information

(2) Case status information;

(3) Conpliance information,;

(4) Managenent indicators; and

(5) Oher data specified by the Joint Senate Interim Committee on
Children and Yout h.

(c) The Arkansas Child Wl fare Report Card shall be published and

transmitted to the Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth no

| ater than Decenber 1 of each year, and it nust be published in a fornmat that

can be easily understood by the general public."

SECTI ON 6. Arkansas Code 9-32-205 (a)(b)(d) are anended to read as
fol | ows:

"(a) The Joint Senate Interim Comrittee on Children and Youth shal

conduct annual performance audits of the Division of Youth Services and the
Di vision of Children and Fanmily Services.

(b) To establish performance auditing standards, the Joint Senate
InterimConmittee on Children and Youth shall use for guidance the Standards
for Audit of CGovernmental Organizations, Progranms, Activities and Functions
(revised), published by the United States General Accounting Ofice.

(d) To conduct the performance audit, the Joeint Senate Interim

Committee on Children and Youth may utilize surveys, client interviews, and

ot her research nmethodol ogy that it deens necessary."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code 9-32-206 (a)(b) are anended to read as
fol | ows:
"(a) The Division of Youth Services and the Division of Children and

Fami |y Services shall make available to the Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on

Children and Youth a list of all reports the unit subnits to the Director of
the Departnent of Human Servi ces.

(b) Under the direction of the Director of the Department of Human
Services, the Division of Youth Services and the Division of Children and
Fami |y Services shall work cooperatively with and provide any necessary

assi stance to the Joint Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth."
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SECTION 8. Arkansas Code 9-32-207 is amended to read as foll ows:
"§ 9-32-207. Annual report to General Assenbly.
The Joint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth shall report annually

to the General Assembly its findings and recommendati ons regarding the child

wel fare program ™

SECTI ON 9. Arkansas Code 10-3-1302 is repeal ed:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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SECTI ON 10. Arkansas 10-3-1303 is anmended to read as foll ows:
"8 10-3-1303. Duties.

The Joint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth shall make conti nuing

studi es and shall cooperate with the appropriate agencies of this state,
agencies of the United States Governnment, and the Congress of the United
States in the exchange and di ssenination of information and in the devel opnent
of legislation designed to coordinate planning and to try new ways to prevent

young people fromfalling through the cracks."

SECTI ON 11. Arkansas Code 10-3-1320 is amended to read as foll ows:

"§ 10-3-1320. Interimoperation - Vacanci es.

(a) The menrbe
at—each regular session of the General Assenbly to the Joint Senate Interim
Committee on Children and Youth shall constitute ajoint ad interimcomrittee
of the General Assenbly to be conposed of ten (10) menmbers appoi nted pursuant

to Senate Rules and shall function in the interimbetween the sine die

adj ournnment or extended recess of the regular session of each General Assenbly

until the convening of the next regular session of the General Assenbly or the

convening of the current CGeneral Assenbly during an extended recess. This

(b) The Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth shall nmake
continuing studies pertaining to the safety, health, devel opnent, and probl ens
of children. The studies may either be initiated by the comrttee or referred
to it by either house of the General Assenbly for study in the interimbetween
sessions of the General Assenbly. Interim study proposals and resol utions
relating to children, which are filed with the Legislative Council under the
provisions of § 10-3-214 for review and referral to the appropriate germane
joint interimcomittee of the General Assenmbly, shall be referred to the
Joint Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth. The conmittee shal
undertake each study referred to it by members of the General Assenmbly or by
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the Legislative Council and shall subnit a report of its findings and
recommendations in regard to each study request prior to the convening of the
next regul ar session of the General Assenbly.

(c) In addition, the Joint Senate Interim Committee on Children and
Yout h shall exercise |leadership in the interimbetween |egislative sessions
and shall attenpt to coordinate for the various comittees of the Genera
Assenbly the various activities, studies, and planning activities of the
Ceneral Assenbly which relate to children and youth, delivery of services to
children, and use of funding resources for prograns and services.

(d) The Joint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth shal
cooperate with the Governor, the appropriate adninistrative agencies of this
state, legislative and adm nistrative agencies of other states, and the
federal governnent, including participation in regional and national neetings
and sem nars of state and federal officials in the exchange of information and

data on children and youth problems and resol ution of those problens."

SECTI ON 12. Arkansas Code 10-3-1321 (a) is anended to read as foll ows:

"(a) The Jeint Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth shal
meet upon call by either or both of the cochalrmen chairman of the conmittee,
or at such other tinmes as nay be provided in the conmttee rules, or upon

written call by any five (5) of its menbers.”

SECTI ON 13. Arkansas Code 10-3-1322 and 10-3-1323 are anmended to read
as follows:

"§ 10-3-1322. Rei mbursenent of expenses - Staff assistance.

(a)(1) Menbers of the Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and
Youth shall be entitled to per diemand mileage for attending each neeting of
the Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth or in attending to
comittee-authorized business at the sane rate as provided by |aw for nenbers
of the General Assenbly for attending neetings of the joeint interimconmttees
of the General Assenbly.

(2) The per diemand mleage, including reinbursenment for expenses
for attending out-of-state neetings as provided by |law, shall be paid from
funds appropriated for per diem nileage, and expenses for members of the
Ceneral Assenbly for attending joeint interimconmttee nmeetings or from other

funds provided by law for that purpose.
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(b) The Bureau of Legislative Research of the Arkansas Legislative
Council shall furnish staff assistance as may be requested by the Joint—

Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth."

"§ 10-3-1323. Conpliance with child welfare reform

(a) The General Assenbly finds that the requirements with which the
state nmust conmply pursuant to the consent decree from Angela R, et al. v.
Bill Clinton, et al. and the Arkansas Child Wl fare Reform Document demand
cl ose observation and study; that the future of the state's children and youth
relies heavily on conpliance with the decree; that the financial security of
the state is in jeopardy if the state has difficulty or is unable to conply
with the consent decree because of the vol unmi nous nunber of |awsuits that
coul d ensue; that the state has a responsibility to protect children and youth
from harm and ensure their healthy devel opment; that the Child Wl fare
Conpl i ance and Oversight Committee will cease to exist on December 31, 1994;
that in order to protect the interests of the state, it is crucial that
oversight of child welfare issues continue; that oversight by a conmittee that
focuses specifically on problens relating to children and youth woul d be the
nmost advant ageous manner of nonitoring conpliance with the consent decree and
rel ated problens. Therefore, it is declared to be the intent of the Cenera
Assenbly to require the Joint Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth
to monitor conpliance with the consent decree, to report annually regarding
conpliance, and to review all bills pertaining to the safety, health, nenta
heal th, devel opnent, and probl ens of children and youth.

(b) The Joint Senate Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth shall make
a report at l|east annually regarding the state's conpliance with the Arkansas
Child Wel fare Reform Docunent and review all bills pertaining to the safety,
heal th, nmental health, devel opnent, and problenms of children and youth. The

report shall be made available to all nenbers of the General Assenbly.”

SECTI ON 14. Arkansas Code 19-4-1716 (d) is amended to read as foll ows:
"(d) The State Hospital Board and the Departnent of Human Services
shall report to the Joint Senate and House Interim Committee Committees on

Public Health, Welfare, and Labor at |east annually regarding the performance
eval uati on of each professional services contract and each consulting services

contract. The Jeint Senate and House Interi m Commttee Conmittees on Public
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Heal th, Welfare, and Labor nay refer contracts related to the Division of
Yout h Services of the Departnent of Human Services to the Joint Senate Interim

Commi ttee on Children and Youth."

SECTI ON 15. Arkansas Code 20-46-106 (a)(3) is anended to read as
fol | ows:
"(a)(3) The Department of Human Services shall provide a report nmonthly

to the Joint Senate Interim Committee on Children and Youth reflecting the

nunber of youth receiving services out of state, including plans for their
return to Arkansas. The nonthly reports shall also include the determ nations
made prior to each out-of-state placenent pursuant to subsection (b) of this

section."

SECTI ON 16. Arkansas Code 20-47-505 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"§ 20-47-505. CASSP Coordi nati ng Council.

(a) There is hereby created a CASSP Coordi nati ng Council which shall
meet on a quarterly basis and at other times deenmed necessary to performits
functions. The council shall include the foll owi ng persons to be sel ected and
appoi nted by the directors of the Department of Education, Departnent of
Heal t h, and Departnment of Human Services:

(1) At least three (3) parents of a child with enotional disturbance;

(2) A nenber of an ethnic minority;

(3) A child advocate;

(4) A representative fromthe certified comunity nmental health center;

(5) Representatives fromeach of the follow ng divisions in the
Depart nent of Human Services, appointed by the director:

(A) Al cohol and Drug Abuse Prevention;

(B) Children and Fam |y Services;

(C) Developrental Disabilities Services;

(D) Economic and Medi cal Services;

(E) Mental Health Services;

(F) Program Operations;

(G Rehabilitation Services;
(6) A representative fromthe Departnment of Education;
(7) A representative froma | ocal school district;

(8) A representative fromthe juvenile justice system
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(9) A representative froma local or regional rehabilitation services
of fice;

(10) A representative fromthe Departnent of Health (appointed by the
director);

(11) A representative froma local or regional health departnent;

(12) A representative froma local or regional provider of
devel opnental disabilities services;

(13) A representative of a |ocal substance abuse treatnent program for

adol escent s;

15> (14) A nenber of the Senate who serves on the Joint Senate Interim

Committee on Children and Youth; and

16} (15) A representative froma local or regional community action
agency.

(b) The CASSP Coordinating Council shall:

(1) Advise and report to the directors of the Departnent of Education
Depart nent of Health, and Department of Human Services on matters of policy
and programs related to children with enotional disturbance and their
fam |i es;

(2) Identify and recomrend fiscal, policy, training, and program
initiatives and revisions based on needs identified in the planning process;

(3) Provide specific guidelines for the devel opnment of regiona
services and pl ans based on the guiding principles of the system of care;

(4) Review and approve regi onal plans devel oped by regional CASSP teans
and incorporate the regional plans into the statew de plan;

(5) Assure that nechanisnms for accountability are devel oped and
i ncorporated into the regional plans;

(6) Submit a statew de plan and budget reconmendations to the directors
of the Department of Education, Department of Health, and Departnent of Hunman
Services on or before March 15 of each even-nunbered year thereafter preceding
the |l egislative session;

(7) Develop and reconmend special projects to the directors; and

(8) Provide a witten report on a quarterly basis to the Jeint Senate
InterimCommittee on Children and Youth that summarizes progress inplenmenting

this subchapter.™
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SECTI ON 17. Arkansas Code 20-78-206 (e), pertaining to review of
regul ati ons pronul gated by the Child Care Facility Review Board, is anmended to
read as follows:

"(e) Al rules and regul ations promul gated pursuant to this section

shall be reviewed by the Joint Senate Interim Comittee on Children and Youth

or an appropriate subcomittee thereof."

SECTI ON 18. Section 3 of Uncodified Act 1288 of 1993, as anended by
Section 1 of Uncodified Act 596 of 1995, is anmended to read as follows:

"(3)(a) The Arkansas Pygmalion Comm ssion on Nontraditional Education
shall be conmposed of eighteen{(18) seventeen (17) menbers to be appointed in

the manner and to represent various interests as foll ows:

(1) One (1) nenber representing classroomteachers to be
recommended by the Arkansas Educati on Association and appointed by the
Gover nor;

(2) One (1) nenber representing school district superintendents
to be reconmended by the Arkansas Association of Education Adm nistrators and
appoi nted by the Governor;

(3) One (1) nenber representing local school boards to be
recommended by the Arkansas School Boards Association and appoi nted by the
Gover nor;

(4) Two (2) nenbers representing school principals with
alternative educati on experience to be reconmended by the Arkansas Associ ation
of Education Administrators and appoi nted by the Governor;

(5) One (1) nenber representing the Departnment of Health and
appoi nted by the Governor;

(6) One (1) nenber representing the Department of Human Services
and appoi nted by the Governor;

(7) One (1) nenber representing the General Education Division
of the Department of Education and appoi nted by the Governor

(8) One (1) nenber representing the Vocational and Technica
Educati on Division of the Department of Education and appointed by the
Gover nor;

(9) One (1) nenber representing the Department of Higher

Educati on and appoi nted by the Governor;
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11 (10) One (1) menmber of the Senateand-the Joint Senate

Interim Commi ttee on Education or the Jeint Senate Interim Conmittee on

Children and Youth to be appointed by the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;
(12} (11) One (1) menber representing the judicial systemto be
appoi nted by the Governor;
(13} (12) One (1) menber representing students wth | earning
disabilities or Attention Deficit Disorder to be appointed by the Governor
4 (13) T™wo (2) menbers representing physicians and
psychol ogi sts who specialize in treating children and adol escents to be
recommended by the Chief of Staff of Arkansas Children_s Hospital and
appoi nted by the Governor;
£15) (14) One (1) menber representing parents to be reconmended
by the Arkansas Congress of Parents and Teachers Associ ati on and appoi nted by
t he Governor; and
£16) (15) One (1) merber at-large to be appointed by the
Gover nor.
(b) The conmission shall expire on June 30, 1999, unless the comr ssion

is continued by further act of the Arkansas General Assenbly."

SECTI ON 19. Section 4(c) of Uncodified Act 1288 of 1993 as anended by
Section 2 of Uncodified Act 596 of 1995 is amended to read as foll ows:

"(c) By July 1, 1996, and each year thereafter until the comm ssion
expires, the comm ssion shall submit a report containing recommendati ons for
alternative and nontraditional methods for neeting the educational needs of
all Arkansas children and for funding these recommendati ons, to the Governor

t he Joeint Senate and House Interim Committees on Educati on anrd ,the Senate

Interim Conmittee on Children and Youth, and the Departnent of Education."

SECTI ON 20. Section 2(c) of Uncodified Act 1309 of 1995 is amended to
read as follows:

"(c) The Department of Conputer Services shall provide nonthly progress
reports of this study to the Arkansas Conmuni cations Study Conmittees and

Joint Senate InterimConmittee on Children and Youth."
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SECTION 21. Al provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the Code.

SECTION 22. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 23. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTI ON 24. EMERGENCY. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Genera
Assenbly that the duties of the Joint Interim Comiittee on Children and Youth

shall be transferred to the Senate Interim Conmmttee on Children and Youth;

that such transfer should begin upon the adjournnent of this Regul ar Session

and that unless this energency clause is adopted the transfer will not occur

until ninety days past the Regul ar Session. Therefore, an energency is

declared to exist and this act being i mediately necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall beconme effective on

the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor

vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the

period of tinme during which the Governor may veto the bill. If the bill is

vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall becone effective

on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.
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