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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 307

By: Senator Edwards

By: Representative Wilkins

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT REQUI RING THE DI RECTOR OF THE GENERAL EDUCATI ON
DI VI SI ON OF THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
OVERSEE DI SSEM NATI ON OF | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS AND
TRAI NI NG FOR THE TEACHI NG OF AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN HI STORY | N
GRADES K-12 | N ARKANSAS PUBLI C SCHOOLS AND TRAI NI NG I N
RACI AL AND ETHNI C AWARENESS AND SENSI TI VI TY FOR TEACHERS
AND ADM NI STRATORS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"REQUI RI NG THE DI RECTOR OF THE GENERAL
EDUCATI ON DI VI SI ON OF THE DEPT. OF
EDUCATI ON TO OVERSEE DI SSEM NATI ON OF
I NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS FOR AFRI CAN-
AMERI CAN HI STORY AND TRAI NI NG | N RACI AL
AND ETHNI C AWARENESS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. (a)(1) The Director of the General Education Division of

the Arkansas Department of Education shall establish a task force to sel ect

i nstructional resource materials appropriate for teaching African-Areri can

history in all grade clusters in kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) in

the public schools.

(2) Such task force shall be known as the Black History Task

Force, consisting of seven (7) nenbers appointed by the chai rman of the Bl ack

Hi story Advisory Conmittee of the Arkansas Hi story Commi ssion, and shal

further advise the director in the selection of:
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(A) Training conmponents for using the instructiona

resource materials; and

(B) Training components for assisting teachers and

adm ni strators in devel oping a greater awareness of ethnic and raci al

di fferences, inproving interpersonal skills, and enhancing raci al harnony.

(b)(1) The director shall ensure that selection of instructiona

resource nmaterials and training conponents is conpleted during the 1997-98

school year and that all materials are provided to the school districts and

all training concluded by no later than August 1, 1999.

(2) Al training shall be delivered through the statew de system

of education service cooperatives and the three (3) Pulaski County schoo

districts.

(c) The director shall report annually to the Black Hi story Advisory

Committee of the Arkansas History Conmi ssion regarding inplenentation of this

act .

(d) The Departnent of Education is authorized to pronul gate regul ati ons

to carry out the provisions of this act and shall distribute to each |oca

school district a copy of such regul ati ons.

(e) Dissemination of materials and all training required under this act

shall be contingent upon the availability of funds appropriated for such

pur poses.

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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