© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W W WWWNNDNDNNDNDNNNNDNR R R B B B B B R e
o O M W N P O © ® N O 0 M W N PP O © ® N O O M W N B O

Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/18/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 357

By: Senator Mahony

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARK. CODE ANN. & 6-16-703 TO REQUI RE
SUMVER REMEDI AL | NSTRUCTI ON PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS I N K- 3
WHO DI D NOT PERFORM AT GRADE LEVEL DURI NG THE REGULAR
SCHOOL YEAR AND | NTENSI VE READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON DURI NG THE
REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR FOR STUDENTS I N K-3 WHO ARE | DENTI FI ED
AS | N DANGER OF NOT BEI NG ABLE TO READ AT GRADE LEVEL BY
THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AND TO OFFER LOCAL DI STRICTS
THE OPTI ON OF REQUI RI NG SUMVER REMEDI ATI ON PROGRAMS FOR
STUDENTS | N GRADES 4 AND 5; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE SUMMVER REMEDI AL | NSTRUCTI ON
PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS | N K-3 WHO DI D NOT
PERFORM AT GRADE LEVEL DURI NG THE
REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-16-703 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-16-703. Legislative findings - Mandatory sumer school - Rul es and
regul ati ons - Fundi ng prograns.

(a)(1) The General Assenbly hereby finds and acknow edges that if
remedi ation is necessary, it should be provided when students are younger and

before patterns of failure are established. The General Assenbly further

acknow edges that the expansi on of sumrer renedial instruction prograns during

the sumers of 1995 and 1996 did not generally prove to be as educationally
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As Engrossed: S2/18/97 SB 357

advant ageous and as cost effective as anticipated, that the people of Arkansas

woul d be better served if the State acted to ensure that all public schoo

students were able to read at or above grade | evel upon exiting grade three

(3), that local school districts are in the best position to determne if

remedi ation is necessary for students in grades four (4) and five (5), and

that the districts should have the option of providing summer school for such

students and requiring attendance thereto to be eligible for pronotion to the

next grade.

(2) The General Assermbly further finds that not all students are
financially able to pay for summer school, nor do all school districts hold
sumer school. It is therefore the purpose of this section to allew require
the public school districts of Arkansas to either individually or
cooperatively provide free sumrer school and sunmer school transportation to
those students in kindergarten through grade five {K-5) three (K-3) who did

not perform at grade | evel during the regular school year and to ensure that

students in kindergarten through grade three (3) who are identified as in

danger of not being able to read at grade |level by the end of the school year

receive intensive and individualized reading instruction during the regul ar

school year.

(3) It is further the purpose of this section to allow the public

school districts of Arkansas to either individually or cooperatively provide

free summer school and sumrer school transportation to students in grades four

(4) and five (5) who did not performat grade | evel during the regular schoo

year.
(b) (1) Beginnping—with the summer—of 19965—a Each student in
ki ndergarten through grade fouwr{(K-4)> three (3) who did not perform at grade
| evel during the regular school year shall attend summer school to be eligible
for pronpotion to the next grade.

(2) Students in kindergarten through grade three (3) who are

i dentified by the classroomteacher as in danger of not being able to read at

grade level by the end of the school year shall receive intensive and

i ndi vi dual i zed readi ng i nstruction during the regul ar school year

(3) Any local school district may, at the option of its board of

directors, require a student in grade four (4) or five (5) who did not perform

at grade level to attend sumer school to be eligible for pronpotion to the

next grade.
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As Engrossed: S2/18/97 SB 357

—— (e (c) The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to promul gate
rul es and regulations for the inplenmentation of this section

——{e)(d) The State Board of Education is authorized to fund, from any
funds available for such purposes, the progranms required by this section for

students in kindergarten through grade three (K-3) and any progranms required

by State Board of Education regul ations such as, but not linmted to, the
fol | owi ng:

(1) Tutoring;

(2) Sunmer school educational services; and

(3) Intensive and individualized instruction in reading; and

(3)(4) Hot neal prograns.

(e) The savings fromnot providing free summer school and sunmer schoo

transportation to students in grades four (4) and five (5) who did not perform

at grade level during the regular school year should be expended in the

i ntensive and individualized reading instruction program provi ded to students

in kindergarten through grade three (3) who are identified by the classroom

teacher as in danger of not being able to read at grade | evel by the end of

the school year."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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As Engrossed: S2/18/97 SB 357
SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the effective operation of Arkansas

public schools is dependent upon inmediate clarification of the grades in

whi ch students not perforning at grade | evel during the regular school year

will be required to attend sunmer school for pronption to the next grade and
whet her State or local monies will be used to fund sunmer school and that
failure to inplenent this act immediately will result in confusion and cause

undue hardship to local school districts. Therefore an energency is declared

to exist and this act being i nmediately necessary for the preservation of the

public peace, health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its

approval by the Governor. |If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the

Governor, it shall becone effective on the expiration of the period of tinme

during which the Governor nay veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the

Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall beconme effective on the date the

| ast house overrides the veto.

/ s/ Mahony
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