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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/19/97 S2/28/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 398

By: Senator Scott

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR ADDI TI ONAL SOURCES OF FUNDI NG FOR
THE MUNI Cl PAL COURT JUDGES AND COURT CLERKS RETI REMENT
BENEFI TS CREATED BY SUBCHAPTER 3 OF TI TLE 24, CHAPTER 8 OF
THE ARKANSAS CODE OF 1987, ANNOTATED, TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL FUNDI NG SOURCES
FOR THE MUNI Cl PAL COURT JUDGES AND COURT
CLERKS RETI REMENT BENEFI TS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) After the repeal of Arkansas Code & 24-8-303 providing

for the levy of court costs to fund the municipal court judges and clerks

retirement fund, a nunicipality having provided for retirenment benefits for

muni ci pal court judges and court clerks in accordance with Subchapter 3 of

Title 24, Chapter 8 of the Arkansas Code of 1987, Annotated, (Act 432 of 1973,

as anmended) shall continue to provide funds for the retirenent benefits in

that subchapter in accordance with the fundi ng provisions of Section 11 of Act

1256 of 1995, as long as those provisions allow. Those funds and any

addi ti onal funds provided for by this act, if levied by the nunicipality,

shall be to provide for the retirement benefits in that subchapter

(b) The funds for the municipal court judge and clerk retirenent fund

provided for by Section 11 of Act 1256 of 1995 and any additional funds for

muni ci pal court judge and court clerk retirenment benefits provided for by this

act, if levied by the nunicipality, shall be paid to the city treasurer, who

shall place theminto an account as provided for in Subchapter 3 of Title 24,
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As Engrossed: S2/19/97 S2/28/97 SB 398
Chapter 8 of the Arkansas Code of 1987, Annotated.

SECTION 2. (a) In addition to the funds for the municipal court judge
and clerk retirenment fund provided for by Section 11 of Act 1256 of 1995, if

the muni ci pal judges retirenent board of trustees determ nes by actuarial

val uation that the account will not be able to neet its financial objective of

paying for its current and any projected retirenment benefits, a municipality

may, beginning January 1, 1998, also add to the account, by city ordi nance,

any, or all, of the follow ng nopneys:

(1) up to five percent (5% of all fines and forfeitures coll ected by

the municipal court or by the city for violations of municipal ordi nances or

state | aws; and

(2) An annual contribution fromthe city's general fund in an amunt

recommended by actuarial valuation to neet its projected financial obligation.

(3) a one-tine or occasional |unp-sum paynents fromthe city's genera

fund in an anpunt determ ned by the city governing body, along with any

paynments or contributions fromthe county when the city and county share

expenses and costs of a county-w de court.

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. |If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 6. Energency. It is hereby found and deternined by the
Ei ghty-First General Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that Act 1256 of 1995

repeal ed Arkansas Code & 24-8-303 and effectively capped the court costs

fundi ng nechani smused to fund the retirenent benefits for rmunicipal court
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As Engrossed: S2/19/97 S2/28/97 SB 398

judges and court clerks; that the use of court costs alone does not provide an

adequat e source of funding for the municipal judges' and court clerks'

retirement benefits; that retirenent benefits costs are continuing to rise

faster than the current funding sources; and that it is sound financial

pl anni ng and necessary to prevent financial disaster to Arkansas cities' to

provi de a broader financial base through additional sources of funding for

these nunicipal retirement benefits. Therefore, in order to pronbte a sound

financial plan and prevent financial disaster for Arkansas' cities, an

energency is hereby declared to exist, and this act being necessary for the

i medi ate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, shall be in

full force and effect fromand after its passage and approval

| s/ Scot t
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