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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 421

By: Senators Harriman, Wilson, Scott, and Russ

By: Representatives Purdom, Courtway, Miller, George, Joe Hudson, Laverty, and Stalnaker

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO CREATE THE ASSESSMENT COORDI NATI ON DEPARTMENT
AND TRANSFER THE ASSESSMENT COORDI NATI ON DI VI SI ON OF THE
PUBLI C SERVI CE COWMM SSI ON TO THE ASSESSMENT COORDI NATI ON
DEPARTMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO CREATE THE ASSESSMENT COORDI NATI ON
DEPARTMENT AND TRANSFER THE ASSESSMENT
COORDI NATI ON DI VI SI ON OF THE PUBLI C
SERVI CE COMM SSI ON TO THE ASSESSMENT
COORDI NATI ON' DEPARTMENT. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Creation - Director - Organi zation - Personnel.

(a) There is created an Assessnent Coordi nati on Depart nent.

(b) The executive head of the Departnment shall be the Director of the

Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment. The Director shall be appointed by the

Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate, and shall serve at the

pl easure of the Governor.

(c) The Assessnent Coordi nati on Department shall consist of the

di vi si ons which may be necessary to fulfill its purposes and which may be

created by | aw and placed under the Assessnment Coordi nati on Depart nent.

(d) The Director of the Assessnment Coordi nati on Departnent shall

appoi nt the heads of the respective divisions. All personnel of the

Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment shall be enpl oyed by and shall serve at the

pl easure of the Director of the Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment. However,

0214971015.jjd337



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W W WWWNNDNDNNDNDNNNNDNR R R B B B B B R e
o OO M W N P O © ® N O 0 M W N P O © ® N O O M W N B O

SB 421

nothing in this section shall be so construed as to reduce any right which an

enpl oyee of the Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment shall have under any civi

service or nmerit system

(e) Each division of the Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment shall be

under the direction, control and supervision of the Director of the

Departnent. The Director may del egate his functions, powers and duties to the

vari ous divisions of the Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnment as he shall deem

desirabl e and necessary for the effective and efficient operation of the

Depart nent.

SECTION 2. Transfer.

(a) The Assessnent Coordination Division of the Public Service

Commi ssion is transferred by a Type 2 transfer as provided in Ark. Code Ann.

6 25-2-105 to the Assessnent Coordi nati on Departnent.

(b) For purposes of this Act, the Assessment Coordi nati on Depart nent

shall be considered a principal department established by Act 38 of 1971

SECTION 3. Other Authority.

(a) The Arkansas Public Service Commission shall retain all of its

statutory authority, powers, duties, and functions regardi ng assessnent and

equal i zati on of properties of public utilities and public carriers.

(b) The Tax Division of the Arkansas Public Service Conmi ssion shal

retain all of the statutory authority, powers, duties and functions conferred

on such division by |aw or assigned to such division by the Arkansas Public

Ser vi ce Conmi ssi on.

(c) Any and all other statutory authority, powers, duties, functions,

records, property and funds adm ni stered or provided by other support

divisions within the Public Service Conmi ssion or by the Public Service

Commi ssion for the Assessment Coordi nation Division shall be transferred by a

Type 2 transfer as provided in Ark. Code Ann. & 25-2-105 to the Assessnent

Coor di nati on Depart nment.

(d) Any and all other statutory authority, powers, duties and functions

of the Arkansas Public Service Comni ssion regardi ng assessnment and

equal i zati on of properties and the adm nistration of the tax laws of this

State not specifically retained by the Arkansas Public Service Conm ssion or

the Tax Division of the Arkansas Public Service Comm ssion in this Act shal
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be transferred by a Type 2 transfer as provided in Ark. Code Ann. 8 25-2-105

to the Assessnment Coordi nati on Depart nent.

(e) Any and all other prescribed powers, duties, and functions of the

Arkansas Public Service Conm ssion regardi ng assessnment and equal i zati on of

properties and the adninistration of the tax laws of this state not

specifically retained by the Arkansas Public Service Conmm ssion or the Tax

Di vi sion of the Arkansas Public Service Conmission in this Act including

rul emaki ng and regul ati on; pronul gation of rules, rates, regulation and

standards; and the rendering of findings, orders, and adjudications are

transferred by a Type 2 transfer as provided in Ark. Code Ann. 8 25-2-105 to

the Director of the Assessnment Coordi nati on Departnment.

SECTION 4. Adnministrative Procedure Act. The Assessnent Coordi nation

Depart nent shall be subject to the Adnministrative Procedure Act.

SECTION 5. Conpliance Wth O her Laws. Dishbursenent of funds

authorized by this Act shall be linited to the appropriation for the agency

bei ng transferred and funds made avail able by I aw for the support of such

appropriations; and the restrictions of the State Purchasing Law, the Genera

Accounting and Budgetary Procedures Law, the Revenue Stabilization Law, the

Regul ar Sal ary Procedures and Restrictions Act, or their successors, and other

fiscal control laws of this State, where applicable, and regul ations

promul gated by the Departnment of Finance and Adm ni stration, as authorized by

law, shall be strictly conplied with in disbursenent of said funds.

SECTION 6. Legislative Intent. It is the intent of the Genera

Assenbly that any funds di sbursed under the authority of the appropriations

transferred or referred to in this Act shall be in conpliance with the stated

reasons for which this Act was adopted, as evidenced by the Agency Requests,

Executi ve Recommendati ons and Legi sl ati ve Reconmendati ons contained in the

budget manual s prepared by the Departnment of Finance and Adnministration

letters, or sumuarized oral testinony in the official mnutes of the Arkansas

Legi sl ative Council or Joint Budget Committee which relate to its passage and

adopti on.

SECTION 7. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
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are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 8. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 9. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTI ON 10. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Genera
Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the duties of the Assessnent

Coordi nation Division are of critical inportance to the adm nistration of the

Arkansas ad valoremtax system that these duties may be perfornmed nore

efficiently within a separate Departnment which is responsible only for the

adm ni stration of ad val orem taxes and that the provisions of this Act are of

critical inmportance to preserve and inprove the efficient adm ni stration of

the tax laws of the State of Arkansas. Therefore, an enmergency is declared to

exi st and this act being necessary for the preservation of the public peace,

heal th, and safety, shall be in full force and effect fromand after July 1

1997.
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