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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 430

By: Senator Edwards

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF CHAPTERS 3 AND 4 OF
TITLE 24 OF THE ARKANSAS CODE OF 1987, ANNOTATED, TO
| NCLUDE ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS OF THE COUNTY QUORUM COURTS
W THI N THE PUBLI C EMPLOYEES' RETI REMENT SYSTEM AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO | NCLUDE ELECTED OFFI CI ALS OF THE
COUNTY QUORUM COURTS W THI N THE PUBLI C
EMPLOYEES' RETI REMENT SYSTEM "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTI ON 1. Subdi vision (7) of Arkansas Code 8 24-3-102, regarding the
definitions for the Public Enployees' Retirement System is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"(7) Pay means the recurring renuneration paid an enpl oyee for
personal services rendered by the enployee in a position covered by a

retirement plan for Arkansas public enployees and shall include any recurring

remuneration paid to county quorum court officials for their attendance of

nmeetings as prescribed by 8 14-14-1205. Should a portion of an enpl oyee's

remuneration be paid himother than in cash, then the cash val ue of such
remuneration shall be established by the plan in an anpbunt not to exceed the
anount the enployee is required to report for federal income tax purposes. In
determ ning pay, no consideration shall be given to special single-sum
paynments paid by an enpl oyer, enployer contributions to any enpl oyee benefit

pl an, or any other unusual or nonrecurring remuneration;"
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SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code & 24-3-301 is anmended to read as foll ows:

"24-3-301. Credited service generally. [Effective July 1, 1997.]

(a) The governing body of each naned plan shall establish the amunts
of service to be credited its nenbers subject to the provisions of subsection
(b) of this section.

(b)(1) Enploynment as a public safety nenber shall be credited at one
and one-half (1 1/2) times the regular rate for crediting service, except that
at least five (5) years of actual service shall be required to neet the
retirement eligibility requirenments of 6 24-3-201(a) and (b), 24-3-206(a),
24-3-207(a), and 24-3-208, and at |least five (5) years of actual service shal
be required to neet the eligibility requirenments of § 24-3-2009.

(2) Enploynent as Governor shall be credited as service at three
(3) times the regular rate for credited service, except that at |east four (4)
years of actual service shall be required to nmeet the retirenment eligibility
requi rements of 66 24-3-201(a) and (b), 24-3-206(a), 24-3-207(a), and
24-3-208, and at least five (5) years of actual service shall be required to
meet the eligibility requirenments of § 24-3-2009.

(3) Enploynent as an elected state constitutional officer shal
be credited at two and one-half (2 1/2) tinmes the regular rate for crediting
service, except that at least five (5) years of actual service shall be
required to neet the retirement eligibility requirenments of 60 24-3-201(a) and
(b), 24-3-206(a), 24-3-207(a), and 24-3-208, and at |least five (5) years of
actual service shall be required to nmeet the eligibility requirenents of
& 24-3-2009.

(4)(A) Enploynment as a nmenber of the General Assenbly shall be
credited at the regular rate for crediting service, except that at |east ten
(10) years of actual service shall be required to nmeet the retirenent
eligibility requirenments of 8 24-3-201(a) and (b), 24-3-206(a), 24-3-207(a),
and 24-3-208, and at least five (5) years of actual service shall be required
to meet the eligibility requirements of 8 24-3-209.

(B) A nenber of the General Assenbly who at any time has
served at least six (6) nonths during a two-year termin the General Assenbly
shall be credited with no nore than one (1) year's actual service.

(5) Enploynment as a menmber of a county quorum court shall be

credited at the regular rate for crediting service and at |least five (5) years
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SB 430
of actual service shall be required to neet the retirenment eligibility

requi rements of 60 24-3-201(a) and (b), 24-3-206(a), 24-3-207(a), and

24-3-208, and at least five (5) years of actual service shall be required to

nmeet the eligibility requirenents of 8§ 24-3-2009.

{5)(6) Enploynment as an elected public official other than
Governor or an elected state constitutional officer or a nmenber of the Genera

Assenbly or county quorum court shall be credited as service at two (2) tines

the regular rate for crediting service, except that at |east five (5) years of
actual service shall be required to nmeet the retirement eligibility
requi rements of 66 24-3-201(a) and (b), 24-3-206(a), 24-3-207(a), and
24-3-208, and at least five (5) years of actual service shall be required to
meet the eligibility requirenments of 85 24-3-2009.

(c) As used in this section, elected state constitutional officer
means the Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Auditor

of State, Treasurer of State, and Commi ssioner of State Lands."

SECTI ON 3. Subdivision (10) of Arkansas Code & 24-4-101, regarding
definitions for the Public Enployees' Retirement System is amended to read as
fol | ows:

"(10) (A) County enpl oyees neans all officers and enpl oyees whose

conpensati ons or per diem conpensations are payable, either directly or

indirectly, by county participating public enployers and includes enpl oyees of
the Association of Arkansas Counties, and official court reporters and

st enographers of the circuit courts and chancery courts, and the el ected

officials of the county quorum court.

(B) In any case of doubt as to who is a county enployee within
the neaning of this act, the board shall have the final power to decide the

question;"

SECTION 4. No benefit enhancenent provided for by this act shall be

i mpl enented if it would cause the publicly supported retirenent systems

unfunded actuarial accrued liabilities to exceed a thirty (30) year

anortization. No benefit enhancenment provided for by this act shall be

i mpl enmented by any publicly supported system whi ch has unfunded actuari al

accrued liabilities being anmortized over a period exceeding thirty (30) years

until the unfunded actuarial accrued liability is reduced to a level |ess than
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t he standards prescribed by Arkansas Code 66 24-1-101, et seq

SECTION 5. Al provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 6. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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