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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/18/97
81st General Assembly A BIII
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 520

By: Senator Mahony

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED ¢ 9-15-201 TO
AUTHORI ZE EMPLOYERS OF ABUSED PERSONS TO FI LE PETI TI ONS
FOR RELI EF UNDER THE ARKANSAS DOMESTI C ABUSE ACT; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO AUTHORI ZE EMPLOYERS OF ABUSED
PERSONS TO FI LE PETI TI ONS FOR RELI EF
UNDER THE ARKANSAS DOMESTI C ABUSE ACT. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated ® 9-15-201 is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"9-15-201. Petition - Requirements generally.

(a) Al petitions under this chapter shall be verified.

(b) The petition shall be filed in the county where the petitioner
resi des, where the alleged incident of abuse occurred, or where the respondent

may be served

(c) A petition for relief under this chapter shall be filed in the
chancery court.

(d) A petition may be filed by any famly or household menmber, an

enpl oyer of an abused person, or on behalf of another famly or household

menber who is a mnor or who has been adjudi cated i nconpetent.

(e) A petition for relief shall allege the existence of donestic abuse
and shall be acconpani ed by an affidavit made under oath stating the specific
facts and circunmstances of the donestic abuse and the specific relief sought.

(f) The petition may be filed regardl ess of whether there is any

pending litigation between the parties.
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As Engrossed: S3/18/97 SB 520
(g) A person's right to file a petition, or obtain relief hereunder
shall not be affected by his or her |eaving the residence or household to

avoi d abuse."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Mahony
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