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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 521

By: Senator Gordon

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 16-17-704 TO
| NCREASE TO FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS THE AMOUNT | N
CONTROVERSY JURI SDI CTIONAL LIM T OF MUNI Cl PAL COURTS; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO | NCREASE TO $4, 000 THE AMOUNT | N
CONTROVERSY JURI SDI CTIONAL LIM T OF
MUNI Cl PAL COURTS"

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated & 16-17-704 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"16-17-704. Original jurisdiction coextensive with county.

(a) The nunicipal court shall have original jurisdiction, coextensive
with the county wherein the court is situated, over the followi ng matters:

(1) Exclusive of justices of the peace and of the circuit court,
over violations of all ordinances passed by the city council of the city or
quorum court of the county wherein the municipal court is situated;

(2) Exclusive of justices of the peace in townships subject to
this subchapter and concurrent with the circuit court, over m sdenmeanors
committed within the county and the issuance of search warrants within the
county;

(3) Concurrent with justices of the peace, and excl usive of the
circuit court, in all matters of contract where the anpunt in controversy does
not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100), excluding interest;

(4) Concurrent with the circuit court in nmatters of contract
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SB 521
where the anmpunt in controversy does not exceed the sum of three thousand

dollars($3,000) four thousand dollars ($4,000), excluding interest;

(5) Concurrent with the circuit court in actions for the recovery

of personal property where the value of the property does not exceed the sum

of three thousand dollars ($3,000) four thousand dollars ($4,000); and

(6) Concurrent with the circuit court in matters of danage to

personal property where the ampbunt in controversy does not exceed the sum of

three thousand dollars ($3,000) four thousand dollars ($4,000), excluding

i nterest.

(b) Municipal courts shall have jurisdiction to sit as exani ning
courts, and to commit, discharge, or recognize offenders to the court having
jurisdiction of the trial, and to bind persons to keep the peace or behavi or

(c) The jurisdiction of the courts as provided in this subchapter shal
be coextensive with the county. In counties having two (2) judicial districts,
the jurisdiction shall be limted to the district in which the court is

situated."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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