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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 541

By: Senator Todd

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL REGULATE ALL | NTERSCHOLASTI C EXTRACURRI CULAR
ACTI VI TI ES | NCLUDI NG ATHLETI CS | N PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
TO REGULATE ALL | NTERSCHOLASTI C
EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTI VI TI ES | NCLUDI NG
ATHLETICS I N PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRICTS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) The State Departnment of Education shall regul ate al

i nterschol astic extracurricular activities, including athletics, in the |oca

school districts.

(b) The State Departnent of Education is authorized to contract for al

or part of the services necessary for such regulation with private agencies,

i ncl udi ng nonprofit corporations or associations, provided the foll ow ng

conditions are net:

(1) The financial records of the private agency, or nonprofit

corporation or association, shall be subject to audit by the Legislative Audit

Di vision of the Legislative Joint Auditing Comittee;

(2) Enployees of the private agency, or nonprofit corporation or

associ ation, shall be subject to the Uniform Classification and Conpensati on

Act, 6 21-5-201 et seq.;

(3) The nenbership of the board of directors of the private

agency, or nonprofit corporation or association, shall have a rati o where one
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(1) menber represents no nore than twenty-five participating schools and shal

i nclude at |east three (3) nmenbers who are female and at | east three (3)

menbers who represent racial or ethnic mnorities.

(c) Private schools may voluntarily subnit to regulation by the State

Depart nent of Education or the departnment's agent for purposes of

participating in interscholastic activities, including athletics, with |oca

school districts.

(d)(1) Any decision by the State Departnent of Education or the

department's agent concerning conference alignnment, player eligibility, or

teameligibility to participate in interscholastic activities shall be subject

to appeal to the State Board of Education.

(2) An appeal to the board may be made pursuant to the

Administrative Procedure Act, 60 25-15-201 et seq.

(3) The board nay desighate a person or persons to hear any

appeal

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-18-204(d), pertaining to
students attendi ng school part-time in another school district, is anended to
read as follows:

"(d) Eligibility for participation in inter-school activities by any
such student shall be in accordance with regul ati ons of the Arkansas
Activities Association State Departnment of Education or its agent for

deternmining such eligibility."

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code Annotated & 24-7-202(8)(A), pertaining to the
Arkansas Teacher Retirement System is anmended to read as follows:
"(8) Enpl oynment with a school nmeans, beginning July 1, 1993:
(A) Enploynent with any of the followi ng institutions or
agenci es:
(i) Arkansas School for the Blind;
(ii) Arkansas School for the Deaf;
(iii) Arkansas—Activities Association A private agency, or

nonprofit corporation or association, under contract with the State Departnent

of Education to provide services necessary for regulation of al

i nterschol astic activities, including athletics, in |local school districts;

(iv) A local school board;
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(v) Chief county school officers;
(vi) The State Board of Educati on;
(vii) Regional education cooperatives;
(viii) The State Surplus Property Program and

(ix) The Arkansas Teacher Retirement System"

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 24-2-302(3) is anended to read as
fol | ows:
"(3) The follow ng persons shall be nenbers of the Arkansas Teacher
Retirenment System
(A) Any person enployed by a school for the purpose of giving
i nstruction and whose enpl oynment requires state certification
(B) Any other person enployed by a school in a regular or special
position, but specifically excluding enploynment as a janitor, bus driver, or
cafeteria worker;
(C Any person enployed by any of the follow ng organizations or
agenci es, except janitors, bus drivers, and cafeteria workers:
(i) Arkansas School for the Blind;
(ii) Arkansas School for the Deaf;
(iii) Arkansas—Activities Association A private agency, or

nonprofit corporation or association, under contract with the State Departnent

of Education to provide services for regulation of all interschol astic

activities, including athletics, in |ocal school districts;

(iv) A local school board;

(v) Chief county school officers;

(vi) State Board of Educati on;

(vii) Regional educational cooperatives;

(viii) The state surplus property program and

(ix) Arkansas Teacher Retirement System

(D) Any person enployed in a position requiring professiona

training or certification with an area vocational -technical school or enployed
by the Arkansas Educational Tel evision Comni ssion, except that enpl oyees of
area vocational -techni cal schools and the Vocational and Technical Education
Di vi sion of the Departnment of Education who have elected to participate in an
alternate retirement plan established by 8 24-7-901 - 24-7-908 shall be

active nmenbers of the alternate retirenment plan;

0224970934.jjd398



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W W WWWNNDNDNNDNDNNNNDNR R R B B B B B R e
o OO M W N P O © ® N O 0 M W N P O © ® N O O M W N B O

SB 541
(E)(i) Any person enployed in a position requiring professiona
training or certification with the Arkansas Rehabilitation Services of the
Depart ment of Human Services, the Division of State Services, or the Division
of Youth Services of the Department of Human Services except those enpl oyees
who have el ected coverage under 6 24-3-101 - 24-3-105, 24-3-201 - 24-3-214
24-3-301 - 24-3-303, 24-3-401 - 24-3-414, and 24-3-416 [repeal ed].
(ii) Menmbership of enployees of the Arkansas Rehabilitation
Services and the Division of State Services for the Blind of the Department of
Human Servi ces shall be subject to the follow ng conditions:
(a) Those enpl oyees who were enpl oyed before January
1, 1985, and who were nmenbers of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System on
that date shall continue to be nmenbers of the Arkansas Teacher Retirenent
System except that in the event the tine limt for those enpl oyees to change
to the noncontributory plan of the Arkansas Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent
System under & 24-3-214 is extended beyond January 1, 1985, those enpl oyees
shall have the maximumtime allowed by law to el ect to make the change.
(b) Those enpl oyees who were enpl oyed before January
1, 1985, and are nenbers of the noncontributory plan of the Arkansas Public
Enpl oyees' Retirenent Systemon that date shall continue to be nenbers of the
Arkansas Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System
(c) Persons whose initial enploynment by either the
Arkansas Rehabilitation Services or the Division of State Services for the
Blind of the Departnent of Human Services is on or after January 1, 1985,
shall be nmenbers of the noncontributory plan of the Arkansas Public Enpl oyees'

Retirenent System™

SECTI ON 5. Arkansas Code Annotated & 21-5-203(2), pertaining to the
uni form cl assification and conpensation of affected state enployees, is
amended to read as foll ows:

"(2) State agencies neans all agencies, authorities, departnents,
boards, commi ssions, bureaus, councils, or other agencies of the state

supported by appropriation of state or federal funds, including any private

agency, or nonprofit corporation or association, under contract with the State

Depart nent of Education to provide services for regulation of al

i nterschol astic activities, including athletics, in |local school districts,

except those agenci es excluded pursuant to & 21-5-204;"
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SECTION 6. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 7. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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