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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 550

By: Senators Malone and Mahony

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE ANNCTATED 66 6-15-401 ET
SEQ TO PROVI DE A COMPREHENSI VE TESTI NG AND ASSESSMENT
PROGRAM FOR MEASURI NG ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT OF PUBLI C
SCHOOL STUDENTS AND FOR EVALUATI NG PERFORMANCE | N PUBLI C
SCHOOLS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AMEND A. C. A. ® 6-15-401 ET SEQ TO
PROVI DE A COMPREHENSI VE TESTI NG AND
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM FOR MEASURI NG
ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT OF PUBLI C SCHOOL
STUDENTS. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-401 is anended to read as
foll ows:
"6-15-401. Title.

The title of this subchapter shall be the Conpetencyand Outcone-Based
Assesspent—Act Arkansas Conprehensive Testing and Assessnment Program Act ."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-402 is anended to read as
foll ows:

"6-15-402. Purpose.

(a) The purpose of this-subchapter the Arkansas Conprehensive Testing
and Assessment Program Act is to provide the statutory framework necessary to

ensure that all students in the public schools of this state denonstrate their
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550

wi-th state and pational—goalsfor the year 2000 acadeni c achi evenent through

the application of know edge and skills in acadenm c subjects consistent with

State content and perfornmance standards.

(b) The purposes of the assessment program devel oped pursuant to the
provi si ons of this—subchapter the Arkansas Conprehensive Testing and

Assessnent Program Act shall be to:

(1) Inprove classroominstruction and | earning;

(2) Provide public accountability by exenplifying expected
achi evenent | evels and reporting on student, school, and school district
per f or mance;

(3) Provide program eval uation data; and

(4) Assist policymakers in decision making."

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-15-403 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-15-403. Authority of State Board of Education

The State Board of Education through the Departnment of Education is
her eby aut hori zed to:

(1) Develop a conprehensive testing and assessnent program which
utilizes the nost current and effective testing, evaluation, and assessnent
research informati on designed to achieve the purposes set forth in this

subchapter the Arkansas Conprehensive Testing and Assessnent Program Act.

(2) Promulgate such rules and regul ati ons as nmay be necessary to

devel op and

i mpl enment the conprehensive testing and assessnment program

(3) Enploy staff and enter into contracts as nmay be necessary to carry

out the provisions of this subchapter act."

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-404 is anended to read as

foll ows:

"6-15-404. Transitionperiod Programi npl ementation
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97

SB 550
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550

(a)(1) The Departnment of Education shall devel op and i npl enent testing

for public school students at grades four (4), eight (8), and eleven (11) or

twelve (12) which is criterion-referenced and nmeasures application of

knowl edge and skills in reading, witing, and mathematics and, as funds are

avail able, in science and social studies.

(2) The State Board of Education shall establish expected | evels

of achievenment on the criterion-referenced exani nati ons.

(b)(1) The Departnment of Education shall devel op and i npl enent end- of -

| evel testing for public school students in grades nine (9) and ten (10),

which is criterion-referenced and neasures the application of know edge and

skills in reading, witing, nathematics, science, and social studies.

(2) The State Board of Education shall establish expected

achi evenent standards for end-of-level testing.

(c) Any student failing to achieve the established standard on the

criterion-referenced exani nations or the end-of-level testing shall be

eval uated by school personnel who shall jointly devel op an acadenic skills

plan to assist the student in achieving the expected standard in subject areas

where performance is deficient.

(d)(1) A school or school district shall devel op one (1) conprehensive,

| ong-range school inprovenment plan focused on student achi evenent; provided,

however, that nothing in this act shall be interpreted as requiring the

devel opnent of separate school and school district inprovenent plans.

(2) Any school or school district that has a definable group of

students failing to achi eve the established achi evenent | evel on the

criterion-referenced exaninations or failing to achieve the established

standard on end-of-level testing shall devel op and inplenment a plan, reviewed
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550

and approved by the Departnent of Education, to assist the identifiable group

achi eve the expected standard. This plan shall be part of the school or

school district |ong-range conprehensive school inprovenent plan and shall be

reported to the public. Progress on inproved achi evenent shall be included as

part of the school and school district annual report to the public.

(3) Any school or school district that has | ess than ninety

percent (90% of its students achieving the established standard on the

criterion-referenced exaninations or |l ess than ninety percent (909 of its

students achi eving the established standard on end-of-1level testing shal

participate in a school inprovenent program approved by the Department of

Education. This inprovenent plan shall be part of the school or school

district | ong-range conprehensive school inprovenent plan and shall be

reported to the public. Progress on inproved achi evenent shall be included as

part of the school and school district annual report to the public.

(e)(1) The Departnment of Education shall test public school students at

grades five (5), seven (7), and ten (10) with a nationally normreferenced

test to be selected by the State Board of Educati on.

(2) Any school or school district that has nore than thirty

percent (30% of its students in the lowest quartile of the normreferenced

test shall participate in a school inprovenment plan approved by the Departnment

of Education. This inprovenent plan shall be part of the school or schoo

district | ong-range conprehensive school inprovenent plan and shall be

reported to the public. Progress on inproved achi evenent shall be included as

part of the school and school district annual report to the public.

(f) The Departnent of Education and the |ocal school districts shal

annual ly conpile and disseninate to the public results of adm nistering al

requi red exam nations. The results of the end-of-level testing shall beconme a

part of each student®s transcript or permanent record and shall be recorded

on these docunments in a nanner prescribed by the State Board of Education."

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-15-405 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-15- 405.
achievement levels Reports.

(a)(1) As a part of the conprehensive testing and assessment program

the Departnent of Education shall institute a conprehensive conpetency-based
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550

ensure that each | oca

school district establishes a plan to assess whether children in kindergarten

and grades one through four (K-4) are performng at grade |evel in reading and

mat hemat i cs.

(2) Each local school district shall use a conbination of

assessment neasures, which may include teacher observation, teacher-nade

tests, performance-based assessnents, and performance on ot her appropriate

screeni ng or assessnent i nstruments.

achieve conpetency denonstrate grade-level achievenent in readi ng and

mat hemati cs shall participate in a program specifically designed to achi eve

grade-1 evel performance standards in these areas."

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-15-406 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-15- 406.
performance assessnentand data collection Assessnment of basic skills.

The conprehensive testing and assessnment programto be devel oped by the

State Board of Education shall include, but is not Iimted to, the follow ng
conmponents or characteristics:
(1) Performance-assesshents Assessnent of acadeni ¢ achi evenent at grade

| evel s selected to be tested by the Departnent of Education

—3

(2) Longitudinal data collection;

(3) A variety of testing—and assessment nethods; and
(4) Construction of a data base that will allow the Departnent of

Education, over time, to identify those instructional strategies or progranms

that are particularly successful or unsuccessful; and

0227970849.jjd405



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W W WWWNNDNDNNDNDNNNNDNR R R B B B B B R e
o OO M W N P O © ® N O 0 M W N P O © ® N O O M W N B O

As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550
——(8)(5) Meaningful conparisons of Arkansas students with those of other

states, regions, and the nation."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-407 is anended to read as

foll ows:

"6-15-407. Basic conpetency tests generally.
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As Engrossed: S3/5/97 S3/7/97 S3/18/97 S3/27/97 SB 550

Conpr ehensi ve Testing and Assessnment Program neans an age-appropriate test or
assessment of student academic knowedge achi evenent denonstrated through the

application of know edge and skills in science, English | anguage arts,

humanities,— mat hematics, history, and social studies, language—comrunication-

skills consistent with the State content and performance standards.

—(b) Neither conpetencyand outcoms-basedassesswent the Arkansas

Conpr ehensi ve testing and Assessnent Program nor any other assessnment or

testing procedure used in the public schools shall test or assess student
religious beliefs, political beliefs, ethics, attitudes, or val ues.
—k)(c) Public school testing or assessment of student self-esteem
ment al heal th, enotional health, or hone or fanmily life shall not be permtted

——H(d) The nonacadeni c assessnment of student conduct for the purpose of

encour agi ng good behavi or and decorum at school shall be permtted."

SECTION 8. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 9. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 10. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Mal one et al
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