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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/4/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 554

By: Senator Mahony

For An Act To Be Entitled
" AN ACT AMENDI NG ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED & 6-17-1503 TO
REQUI RE THAT SCHOOL DI STRICTS BE | N SUBSTANTI AL COVPLI ANCE
W TH APPLI CABLE DI STRI CT PERSONNEL POLI Cl ES | N EFFECTI NG
SUSPENSI ONS, NONRENEWALS, TERM NATI ONS, OR OTHER
DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ONS AGAI NST CERTI FI ED PERSONNEL; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
" REQUI RI NG THAT SCHOOL DI STRICTS BE IN
SUBSTANTI AL COVPLI ANCE W TH APPLI CABLE
DI STRI CT PERSONNEL POLICIES I N
NONRENEWALS, TERM NATI ONS, AND OTHER
DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ONS AGAI NST CERTI FI ED
PERSONNEL. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-17-1503 is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-17-1503. Construction.

(a) This subchapter is not a teacher tenure law in that it does not
confer lifetime appointrment nor prevent discharge of teachers for any cause
which is not arbitrary, capricious, or discrimnatory. A nonrenewal,
term nation, suspension, or other disciplinary action by a school district

shall be void unless the school district strictly substantially conplies with

all provisions of this subchapter and the school district's applicable
personnel policies.

(b) Where a school district does not substantially conply with al
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As Engrossed: S3/4/97 SB 554

provi sions of this subchapter and the school district's applicable personne

policies, the school district shall bear the burden of proving, by a

preponderance of the evidence, that had it conplied with all provisions of

this subchapter and the school district's applicable personnel policies, the

nonrenewal , ternination, suspension, or other disciplinary action would have

resulted.’

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Mahony
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