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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 556

By: Senator Roebuck

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A CONTI NUUM OF GRADUATED COMMUNI TY
BASED SANCTI ONS W THI N THE DHS- DI VI SI ON OF YOUTH SERVI CES
TO ENSURE THAT THERE |'S AN APPROPRI ATE SANCTI ON FOR EVERY
ACT FOR WHI CH A JUVENI LE MAY BE ADJUDI CATED DELI NQUENT;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO ESTABLI SH GRADUATED COMMUNI TY BASED
SANCTI ONS W THI N THE DHS- DI VI SI ON OF
YOUTH SERVI CES TO ENSURE AN APPROPRI ATE
SANCTI ON FOR JUVENI LES ADJUDI CATED
DELI NQUENT. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. (a) Presently juvenile judges nust often choose between

i mposi ng no sanction at all or committing juveniles to the Division of Youth

Services. Judges should have punitive options available as alternatives to

confinenment. Therefore, it is the intent of the General Assenbly that a

conti nuum of graduated sanctions be available in every Judicial District in

Arkansas and that the Division of Youth Services provide for a continuum of

sanctions that may be inposed in the community in lieu of comitnent to the

Di vi sion of Youth Services in every situation.

(b) Further, the General Assenbly recognizes that sanctions are usually

not effective unless the sanction is coupled with treatnent and intervention

servi ces which address the underlying problens of the youth and his fanly

It is for this reason the General Assenbly has provided that the conmunity

base sanctions program be i nplenmented by the Division of Youth Services, as
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part of their comunity based provider contracts; and that any and all funds

specifically appropriated to inplenment this act are in addition to those funds

provi ded for other prevention intervention, therapeutic, and fanily services,

and shall be added to existing community based contracts w thout further

request for proposal, but nust be spent exclusively to inplenment and support

comunity based sanctions.

SECTION 2. (a) The Division of Youth Services shall ensure that each

judicial district has a continuum of sanctions avail able through their

contracts with community based providers. The sanctions may include, but are

not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) House arrest as enforced by electronic nmonitoring or intensive

supervi si on;

(2) Restitution;

(3) Community service

(4) Short termdetention in either a staffed or physically secure

facility provided by the community based provider or other licensed

subcontractor;

(5) Mandatory parental participation in either therapeutic or

sanction prograns enforced, if necessary, by contenpt sanctions.

(b) The Director of the Division of Youth Services shall ensure that

criteria are established to ensure the maxi num use of resources, in each

judicial district, to make this program available to as many juveniles as

possible. To the extent resources are available, a community based sanctions

may be used for the followi ng juvenile offenders and circunstances:

(1) O fenses not involving viol ence;

(2) Failure to conply with the terns of the aftercare plan

(3) Contenpt of court for failure to conply with any valid court

order;

(4) Revocation of probation.

(c) Nothing herein requires the Division of Youth Services to provide

all the sanctions |listed herein, but sinply to ensure that each judicial

district has in place a continuum of graduated conmunity based sanctions and

that those sanctions are available for as many juvenile offenders as possible.

(d) The Division of Youth Services shall add to the community based

provi der contracts w thout further request for proposals, any and all funds
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specifically appropriated to inplenment this act and shall ensure that those

funds are spent exclusively to inplenment and support community based sanction

progr ans.

SECTION 3. (a) The Division of Youth Services nay inmpose any conmmunity

based sanction on a juvenile in their custody or who is in aftercare as a

result of having been comrtted.

(b) The court nmy inmpose community based sanctions as an origi na

di sposition, revocation of probation, or as a contenpt sanction

(c) The conmunity based provider nmay not independently inpose the

comunity based sanctions.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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