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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97
81st General Assembly A Bl”
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL

By: Senators Russ and Malone

By: Representatives Pollan, McGinnis, and Bisbee

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND AND REPEAL VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF ARKANSAS
CODE ANNOTATED & 6-15-1001 ET SEQ RELATI VE TO ARKANSAS
EDUCATI ON GOALS AND PERFORMANCE ACCOUNTABI LI TY; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AMEND AND REPEAL VARI OUS SECTI ONS OF
ARK. CODE ANN. & 6-15-1001 ET SEQ
RELATI VE TO ARKANSAS EDUCATI ON GOALS AND
PERFORMANCE ACCOUNTABI LI TY. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1001 is anmended to read as

foll ows:

"6-15-1001. Title.

Thi s subchapter nmay be cited as “Meetingthe National Education Goals—

Schools—for Arkansas—Future™ the Arkansas Public Education Act of 1997."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1002 is anmended to read as

foll ows:

57

"6-15-1002. National—educationgoals - Achievenment Legislative findings.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

(a) The General Assenbly recogni zes that students in Arkansas deserve

the best education that the citizens can provide and establishes a goal to

provide a quality educational opportunity to every public school student in

every community and in every school district in the state.

(b) The General Assenbly acknow edges that the State of Arkansas must:

(1) Raise student acadeni c achi evenent in the basic curricul um

and

(2) Increase the nunber of students who conplete the courses

requi red for graduation; and

(3) Ensure that students graduate with the know edge and

preparation to be contributing nmenbers of society.

(c) The General Assenbly further acknow edges that every

school district in Arkansas nust graduate acadenically conmpetent students,

have qualified teachers and adm nistrators provide a safe, efficient, and

accountabl e program and be supported by and assisted by the State.

(d) The General Assenbly finds that in order for all involved in the

education of our young people to work to neet this challenge, a revision of

existing statutes i s necessary.

SECTI ON 3. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1003 is anended to read as

foll ows:

(a) Arkansas public school students will achieve conpetency in the

basi c core of know edge and skills.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

(1) Students will neet required standards in academ c areas of

the curriculumthat will serve as a basis for students to pursue i medi ate and

i fel ong educati onal and enpl oynent opportunities.

(2) Students will achieve conpetency in |anguage arts (witing,

spel ling, speaking, listening, and reading), math (conmputation, neasurenent,

probability and statistics, problem solving, basic al gebra, data anal ysis, and

geonetry concepts), science (physical and life science know edge, and

scientific problemsolving), and social studies (history, geography,

econoni cs, and civic education).

(b) Arkansas public school students will apply practical know edge and
skills.
(1) Students will neet required academnmic standards in those areas
that will better prepare themfor lifelong career opportunities.
(2) Students will achieve conpetency at the local level in

conmput er sci ence and ot her technol ogi es, practical econom c and consuner

skills, and be offered courses in vocational-preparation skills.

(c) Arkansas public school students will denpnstrate achi evenent.

(1) Students will participate in the state assessnents in the

basi c core of know edge and skills as defined by the State Departnent of

Education in the Arkansas Conprehensive Testing and Assessnment Program

(2) The students' nunerical and percentage scores on the High

School Proficiency Exanmination will be recorded on their transcripts, and the

exanm nation will be a part of the | ocal school grading systemin a way to be

deternmined by the | ocal school district.

(3) Each local school district shall report to the State

Depart nent of Education how it will incorporate the assessnent system required

by this subsection into the district's grading system"

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-15-1004 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-15-1004. Linkingocurriculum assessnent—and professional preparation
and—developrent to learner outcomes - Task force Qualified teachers in

every public school classroom
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97

(a) Arkansas teachers wl|l

denonstrate conpetency in subject matter
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

content on identified assessments appropriate to their teaching area in order

to be granted an initial license to teach in the state.

(b) In order to obtain a teaching license, Arkansas teachers wil

denponstrate the ability to increase student acadeni ¢ achi evenent by

denonstrating conpetency on identified assessnents of teachi ng nmethods that

result in increased student achi evenent.

(c) In order for teachers to be able to renew a license, they nust have

participated in a continuing education and a professional devel opnment program

based on their school inprovenent plans, performance evaluation results, and

student achi evenent scores.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1005 is anended to read as
foll ows:
"6-15-1005. TFeacher—and—admni-stratorcensure standards Saf e,

equi tabl e, and accountabl e public schools.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

(a) Arkansas schools will have safe and functional facilities.

(1) Al school buildings will nmeet existing state and federa

requi renents.

(2) Instructional facilities will be designed and structured to

support | earning.

(b) The school clinmate will pronote student achi evenent.

(1) Every school and district will enforce school district

policies to ensure the safety of every student during school hours at school -

sponsored activities. These policies will include, at a nmnimum policies on

weapons, Vi ol ence, tobacco, al cohol, other drugs, gangs, and sexua

har assnent .

(2) Every school and district will enforce a code of behavior for

students that respects the rights of others and maintains a safe and orderly

envi ronnent .

(3) Every school and district will have in place a policy on

addr essi ng di sruptive students.

(4) Every school and district will offer appropriate alternative

education prograns organi zed to serve those students whose educati ona

progress deviates fromthe standard expected for a successful transition to a

productive |ife and those students whose behavior interferes with their own

| earni ng or the educati onal process of others. School districts nmay serve the

needs of these students through regional or cooperative efforts with other

districts.

(c) Local schools will work with parents, fanilies, business and

comunity menmbers to incorporate responsibility, character, self-discipline,

civic responsibility, and positive work habits into adult contacts with
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

students and to pronpte student denonstration of these behaviors.

(d) Every school will offer opportunities for students to be able to

study and participate in the visual and perfornming arts, health and physica

educati on, and | anguages.

(e) Al public schools will participate in the state school inprovenent

process:

(1) Every school will engage in the collection and anal ysis of

perceptual, archival, and achi evenent data in order to establish school and

district goals to inprove student academ c achievenment. Students shall not be

surveyed on val ues and beliefs.

(2) Every school will devel op and i nplenent a data-driven schoo

i mprovenent plan based on these anal yses that | eads to increased student

achi evenent and conti nuous school i nprovenent.

(3) Every school will nonitor and adjust the plan of action as

necessary to pronmote increased student achi evenment and conti nuous schoo

i mprovenent.

(f) Al public schools will have a program of parental invol venent.
(1) Every school will have a plan for allow ng parents to be
i nvolved in the education of their children. These plans will address

comuni cation with parents, volunteering, learning activities that support

cl assroominstruction, participation in school decisions, and collaboration

With the conmunity.

(2) Every school will involve parents in devel opi ng school goals

and priorities and evaluating the effectiveness of the school inprovenent

pl an.

(g) Al public schools will be accountable to the public they serve.

(1) Al schools will participate in the Arkansas Conprehensive

Testing and Assessnent Program

(2) Al schools will report the results of all assessnents

conducted to nmeasure the achi evenent progress of their children to the

parents.

(3) The highest perfornmng schools will be recognized and

rewarded. Schools reaching pre-determ ned high | evels of achievenent will be

granted charter status with approval of charter petition by the State

Depart nent of Educati on.

(4) Each school will issue a school achievenment report to the
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

community on all state-required assessnments.

(h) Al public schools will be led by qualified adm nistrators.

(1) Al adnministrators will denpnstrate content know edge in

| eadershi p, finance, organi zation, school climte, curriculum and eval uation

(2) In order for administrators to be able to renew a |icense,

they must have participated in a continuing educati on and professi ona

devel opnent program based on their school inprovenent plans, performance

evaluation results, and student achi evenent scores.
SECTI ON 6. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1006 is anmended to read as

foll ows:

"6-15-1006. Supportfor the restructuring process Assistance and

support.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

(a) The Departnent of Education will be structured to provide

| eadershi p, service, and support to public schools. Departnent of Education

prof essional staff will denonstrate nastery of know edge in | earning theory,

best educational practices, resource utilization, research and data anal ysi s,

school law, instructional |eadership, and school adninistration.

(b) Departnent of Education staff will conduct, sponsor, participate

in, and support continuing education and professional devel opnent.

(c) The continuing education and professional devel opnent will be based

on overall organi zational inprovenment, perfornance eval uation results,

st at ewi de student achi evenent results, and current educational research and

practi ce.

(d) The Departnent of Education will provide |eadership in marshaling

support for a quality and equitable educational systemin the state.

Depart nent of Education resources will be conmitted to supporting policy

devel opnent and procedures that enable the Governor, the Arkansas Genera

Assenbly, the State Board of Education, and busi ness and professiona

organi zations to work together in a positive and consi stent manner to inprove

education in Arkansas."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1007 is anmended to read as
foll ows:

"6-15-1007.

Arkansas Leadershi p Acadeny.

(a) There is hereby established the Acadenmy for lLeadership Trainingand
School Based Managenment Arkansas Leadershi p Acadeny.

(b) The acadeny will provide a variety of training prograns and

opportunities to devel op the know edge base and | eadership skills of schoo
principals, as well as teachers, superintendents and other adnministrators, and

school board nenbers.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

shall have the authority to issue subseguent requests for proposals if the

board should determ ne to change the operator or the |ocation of the acadeny.

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1008 is repeal ed.
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57

SECTI ON 9. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1009 is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 10. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-15-1010 i s repeal ed.

SECTION 11. Title 6, Chapter 15, Subchapter 10 of the Arkansas Code
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As Engrossed: S1/27/97 S3/10/97 SB 57
Annot ated is anended by adding a new section to read as foll ows:

"6-15-1011. Rules and regul ations.

The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regul ati ons

necessary for the inplenentation of this subchapter.”

SECTION 12. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmission shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 13. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 14. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/'s/ Russ et al
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