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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1996 SENATE BILL 616

By: Senator Bradford

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 25-15-211 TO PROVI DE THAT
CRI'M NAL OFFENDERS | N STATE CRI M NAL DETENTI ON FACI LI TI ES
MUST EXHAUST THEI R ADM NI STRATI VE REMEDI ES UNDER THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ON GRI EVANCE PROCEDURE AS A
CONDI TI ON OF FI LI NG A COVPLAI NT W TH ANY STATE LI CENSI NG
BOARD;, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT RELATI NG TO COMPLAI NTS FI LED
W TH STATE LI CENSI NG BOARDS BY | NVATES
IN STATE CRI'M NAL DETENTI ON FACI LI TIES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS
SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 25-15-211 is anmended by addi ng a new

subdi vision to read as foll ows:

"(d)(1) A conmplaint filed by an offender with a state |licensing board

or state licensing agency against a |licensee of the board or agency shall not

be heard by the board or agency unless the conplaint is acconpani ed by

appropriately verified documentati on showi ng that the offender has exhausted

all admi nistrative renedi es under the Departnment of Correction grievance

procedure.

(2) For purposes of this section, offender neans any person

sentenced to the Departnment of Correction or sentenced to the Departnent of

Correction for judicial transfer to the Departnment of Comrunity Puni shnent or

any person confined in a comunity puni shnent center as a condition of

probation, suspended inposition of sentence or post prison transfer."
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SB 616
SECTI ON 2. Al'l provisions of this act of a general and per manent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmi ssion shall incorporate the sanme in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 5. EMERGENCY. It is hereby found and determ ned by the Genera

Assenbly that under current |aw any person nmay file a conplaint with a state

occupational or professional licensing board concerning a |licensee of the

board; that inmates of the Departnment of Correction are currently pernmitted to

file such conplaints without having exhausted their renedi es under the

Departnent of Correction grievance process; that the i nmates have fil ed

nunmer ous conpl aints that have not been substantiated and have resulted in an

unnecessary waste of tinme by certain state licensing boards and substanti al

cost to the taxpayers of the state; and that the | aw shoul d be anended

i mediately to require i nmates of the Departnent of Correction to exhaust

their renedi es under the Departnent grievance process before filing conplaints

with state |licensing boards. Therefore an energency is hereby declared to

exi st and this act being necessary for the preservation of the public peace,

health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the

Governor. If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it

shall beconme effective on the expiration of the period of tinme during which

the Governor may veto the bill. If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the

veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.
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