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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.
State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A BI II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 705
By: Senator Argue
For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO CREATE A MERI TORI QUS SCHOOLS PROGRAM AND FOR
OTHER PURPCSES. "
Subtitle
"TO CREATE A MERI TORI QUS SCHOOLS
PROGRAM "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. (a) The State Board of Education shall create and inpl enent

a Meritorious School Program The State Board of Education shall devel op

performance criteria by Decenber 31 of each year, the first to be devel oped no

| ater than Decenber 31, 1997, which shall be used to eval uate proposals

subnitted by the public school districts for qualification for the Meritorious

School s Program

(b) The criteria shall include, but not be linited to, the overal

educational performance of the public school districts and soci oeconom ¢ and

denogr aphi ¢ factors which affect student achi evement in the classroom

SECTION 2. (a) The State Board of Education shall establish guidelines

for the approval of the proposals subnitted by the public school districts.

(1) A Meritorious School proposal subnitted by the public schoo

districts shall first be approved by the board of directors of the schoo

district. After approval by the board of directors of the school district,

the proposal shall be submitted to the State Board of Education no |later than

March 1 of the school year preceding the year in which the proposal is to be

i mpl ement ed.

(2) The State Board of Education shall notify the board of
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directors of the school district if the proposal does not conply with the

gui del i nes established and therefore is not eligible for consideration. In

the event the proposal does not conply with the guidelines, the public schoo

district may nodify the proposal to conply with the guidelines.

(3) The State Board of Education shall notify the board of

directors of the public school district if the proposal conplies with the

gui delines established and of its eligibility for consideration of the

Meritorious School Award.

(b) The State Board of Education shall notify board of directors of the

public school district which have submitted a proposal, of its approval of the

proposal by May 1 of the school year preceding the year in which the proposa

is to be inplenmented.

SECTION 3. (a) The State Board of Education shall evaluate the

performance of the public school districts for the year after the approval of

the Meritorious School proposal, according to the provisions of the proposa

approved by the State Board of Educati on.

(b) The State Board of Education shall notify those public schoo

districts receiving a Meritorious School Award no |later than Septenber 1 of

the school year in which the proposal was inpl enented.

(c) The Meritorious School Award shall be awarded to the public schoo

district no |later than Decenber 1 of the school year in which the proposal was

i mpl ement ed.

SECTION 4. (a) The certified personnel of each | ocal school receiving

the Meritorious School Award shall determine the uses for the award. The

deternmination shall be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the certified

enpl oyees in a secret ballot el ection conducted by the | ocal schoo

districtds Committee on Personnel Policies.

(b) If no Conmittee on Personnel Policies exists in the |oca

school district, the procedure for conducting the election shall be

established by the organi zation in the public school district representing a

maj ority of the teachers in the public school district.

SECTION 5. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature

are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code
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Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 6. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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