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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 740

By: Senator Jeffries

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE SCHOOLS TO DEDI CATE El GHTY PERCENT
(80% OF THEIR CLASS-TI ME TO ACADEM C CORE CURRI CULUM
CLASSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO REQUI RE SCHOOLS TO DEDI CATE
El GHTY PERCENT (80% OF THEI R CLASS- TI ME
TO ACADEM C CORE CURRI CULUM CLASSES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. The General Assenbly hereby recogni zes that taking acadenic

core curriculumin school is essential for success of students in public

schools and in college. Arkansas high school students who conplete the

recommended precollegiate or technical preparation core curriculumscore

significantly higher on standardi zed preadm ssions tests and are nore likely

to be successful in college. Mreover the State of Arkansas al so benefits

fromthe acadeni c success of well-prepared coll ege students.

SECTION 2. (a) Each local school district shall biannually, beginning

with the 1997-98 school year, establish academic core curricul um cl asses

i ncl udi ng those classes which will prepare the students in the fundamental s of

reading, writing, and mathematics. The academ c core curriculum shall be

approved by the State Board of Educati on.

(b) Each local school district shall require that its teachers dedicate

ei ghty percent (80% of their class tinme on the core curriculumcl asses as

approved by the State Board of Educati on.

(c) If the State Board of Education does not deternine that an upward
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trend in the i nprovenent of test scores has occurred, the provisions of this

act shall expire on Septenmber 1, 2001

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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