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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 15

By: Senators Boozman, Brown, Hunter, Jeffries, Webb and Wyrick

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
URGA NG CONGRESS TO ENACT THE " AMERI CAN LAND SOVEREI GNTY
ACT" | NTRODUCED BY CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG DURI NG THE 104TH
CONGRESS

Subtitle
URG NG CONGRESS TO ENACT THE " AMERI CAN
LAND SOVEREI GNTY ACT" | NTRODUCED BY
CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG DURI NG THE 104TH
CONGRESS.

WHEREAS, the United Nations has designated 67 sites in the United States
as "Wrld Heritage Sites" or "Biosphere Reserves", which altogether are about

equal in size to the State of Col orado, the eighth [ argest state; and

VWHEREAS, Article 1V, Section 3 of the United States Constitution
provi des that the United States Congress shall nmake all needed rul es and

regul ati ons governing | ands belonging to the United States; and

WHEREAS, many of the United Nations designations include private

property inhol dings and contenplate "buffer zones" of adjacent |and; and

WHEREAS, sone international |and designations such as those under the
United States Bi osphere Reserve Program and the Man and Bi osphere Program of
the United Nations Scientific, Educational, and Cultural Organization, operate
under independent national committees, such as the United States National Man
and Bi osphere Conmittee, which have no | egislative directives or authorization

from Congress; and

WHEREAS, these international designations, as presently handled are an
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open invitation to the international community to interfere in donmestic |and

use deci sions; and

WHEREAS, the local citizens and public officials usually have no say in
the designation of land near their hones for inclusion in an internationa

| and use progranm and

WHEREAS, the President and Executive Branch of the United States have,
by Executive Order and other agreenents, inplenented these designations

wi t hout approval by the Congress; and

WHEREAS, actions by the President in applying international agreenents

to lands owned by the United States may circumvent Congress; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Don Young has introduced a bill in the 104th
Congress entitled the "Anerican Land Sovereignty Protection Act of 1996"
whi ch required the explicit approval of Congress prior to restricting any use

of United States |ands under international agreenents.

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N

THAT the CGeneral Assenbly of the State of Arkansas reaffirns the
Constitutional Authority of Congress as the elected representatives of the
peopl e, and urges the introduction and passage of the "American Land
Sovereignty Protection Act" by both the House of Representatives and the

Senate as soon as possible during the 105th Congress.
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