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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 16

By: Senator Beebe

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
SUPPORTI NG CONTI NUED FEDERAL FUNDI NG OF THE ARKANSAS
NATI ONAL GUARD YOUTH CORPS CHALLENGE PROGRAM

Subtitle
SUPPORTI NG CONTI NUED FEDERAL FUNDI NG OF
THE ARKANSAS NATI ONAL GUARD YOUTH CORPS
CHALLENGE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Arkansas National Guard Youth Corps Chall enge Program has
provi ded 569 sixteen to eighteen year old graduates of the programwth
critically needed academ c, vocational, and life skills education and
trai ning; and

WHEREAS, the Challenge Program through its mlitary discipline and
structure, has installed in its graduates self-confidence, self-esteem and
good citizenship skills; and

WHEREAS, the Chall enge Program provides Arkansass at-risk youth (high
school dropouts) with an opportunity to beconme successful, productive citizens
of the state and the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Challenge Programis an inportant, cost-effective crine and
poverty prevention program worthy of continued support by the government of
the United States; and

WHEREAS, 85% of the graduates of the Chall enge Program are either
enpl oyed, in school, or in higher education; and

WHEREAS, of the 569 graduates of the Arkansas National Guard Youth
Chal | enge Program only three young people (one-half of one percent) have
entered the crimnal justice system and

WHEREAS, of all high school dropouts, 80%to 85%w Il enter the crimna
justice system (in 1995, 7,620 students dropped out of grades seven through

twel ve); and
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WHEREAS, the cost of Youth Chall enge preventing one high school dropout
fromentering the crimnal justice systemis approximtely twelve thousand
dol I ars ($12,000) per student, including food shelter, clothing, and nedica
care); and

WHEREAS, the cost of incarceration is in excess of thirty-two thousand
dol l ars ($32,000) per year; and

WHEREAS, the average Youth Chall enge student who returns to the public
school system has inproved his or her overall acadenic performance and
i ncreased 2.2 acadenic years over his or her dropout status; and

WHEREAS, Youth Chall enge has the highest GED pass rate for at-risk youth

of any programin the state; and

WHEREAS, federal funding for the Challenge Programis scheduled to end
i n Septenmber 1998.
NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE El GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE

OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N

THAT the Arkansas General Assenbly supports continued federal funding
for the Arkansas National Guard Youth Corps Chall enge Program

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT t he Arkansas General Assenmbly urges the
United States Congress to continue funding for the Arkansas National Guard
Yout h Corps Chall enge Program and urges the President of the United States to
support the funding.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copi es of this resolution shall be sent to
the Honorable Bill Clinton, President of the United States; the Honorable Al
Gore, Jr., Vice-President of the United States and President of the United
States Senate; the Honorable Strom Thurnond, President Pro Tenpore of the
United States Senate; the Honorable Newt G ngrich, Speaker of the United
St at es House of Representatives; the Honorable Dal e Bunpers and the Honorable
Ti m Hut chi nson, United States Senators; and the Honorable Jay Dickey, the
Honor abl e Vic Snyder, the Honorable Marion Berry, and the Honorabl e Asa
Hut chi nson, United States Representatives, menbers of the Arkansas del egation

i n Congress.
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