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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly

Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 22

By: Senator Russ

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE U. S. CONGRESS TO APPROPRI ATE MONEY TO FULLY
FUND THE FEDERAL SHARE OF STATE VETERANS HOVE CONSTRUCTI ON
PROJECT REQUESTS FOR FI SCAL YEAR 1998.

Subtitle
REQUESTI NG CONGRESS TO FULLY FUND THE
FEDERAL SHARE OF STATE VETERANS HOVE
CONSTRUCTI ON PRQJECT REQUESTS FOR FI SCAL
YEAR 1998.

VWHEREAS, the State Veterans Homes were founded for Civil War veterans
in the | ate 1800s and have served veterans for over one hundred years; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Title 38, United States Code, the
Veterans Adnministration is authorized to nmake aid paynents to states
mai ntai ning State Veterans Hones subject to the provisions of the Code of
Federal Regul ations, 38 CFR 18.1 through 18.3; and

WHEREAS, there are eighty-seven State Veterans Hone Care Facilities in
forty-two states throughout the United States with nore being added annual ly;
and

WHEREAS, the State Veterans Hone Program has proven to be a cost-
effective provider of quality care services to the nations veterans who
require domciliary, nursing home, and hospital care; and

WHEREAS, the Veterans Adm nistration pronotes the care and treatnent of
veterans in State Veterans Homes as a neans to attain the goal of devel oping
and mai ntaining the highest possible quality of patient care for eligible
vet erans; and

VWHEREAS, Title 38, United States Code, authorizes the Grants for

Construction of State Veterans Hones Program with the State Hone

0306971058.jmb238



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W WWWNNDNDNDNDNDNNNDNR R R B B B B oRpoRp
O B W N P O © ©® N O O » W N FP O © ® N O 0 M W N B O

S.C.R. 22

Construction Grant Program funded at sixty-five percent of total cost; and
WHEREAS, the Veterans Adm nistration has not kept pace with State
Vet erans Hones applications for new construction projects with a current
unfunded bal ance of over two hundred nmillion dollars; and
WHEREAS, Title 38, United States Code, authorizes per diem paynents paid
to veterans residing in the State Homes and the State Hone Programis
recogni zed as the | owest cost alternative ampong all nursing care alternatives
used by the Veterans Adm nistration; and
WHEREAS, given the growing |ong-term health care needs of ol der
veterans, the State Home Programwill continue to be a vital health care
provi der and | owest cost alternative for veterans needi ng |ong-term nursing

care,

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N

That the United States Congress is requested to appropriate the noney
necessary to fully fund the federal share of State Veterans Hones
construction project requests for the fiscal year 1998.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat upon adoption of this Resolution, the
Secretary of the Senate shall transmit appropriately certified copies hereof
to the Arkansas Congressional Delegation in Washington, D. C., the State of
Arkansas Veterans Coalition and to the Arkansas Governor s Conmi ssion on

Veterans Affairs.
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