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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 24

By: Senator Wilson

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE SENATE | NTERI M COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE AND
COVMMERCE AND THE HOUSE | NTERI M COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE AND
COVMMERCE TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE | MPACT OF COVPETI Tl ON
IN THE ELECTRI C UTILITY I NDUSTRY ON THE CI Tl ZENS OF
ARKANSAS, THE ELECTRI C UTI LI TY | NDUSTRY AND THE REGULATORY
AUTHORI TY CF THE ARKANSAS PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON.

Subtitle

REQUESTI NG THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE

I NTERI M COMM TTEE ON | NSURANCE AND
COMMERCE TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE

| MPACT OF COMPETI TION | N THE ELECTRI C
UTI LI TY | NDUSTRY ON THE CI TI ZENS OF
ARKANSAS, THE ELECTRI C UTI LI TY | NDUSTRY
AND THE REGULATORY AUTHORI TY OF THE
ARKANSAS PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON.

WHEREAS, many state | egislators and regulatory authorities are assessing
whet her a conmpetitive retail generation market and the choice of generation
suppliers to consuners can achi eve economi ¢ benefits beyond the current
regul ated structure; and

WHEREAS, certain legislation is pending in the Congress of the United
States that would, inter alia, require states to allowretail conpetition in
the electric utility industry at sone time in the future; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Arkansas are entitled to continue to enjoy the
high level of reliability and universally avail able service that currently is
delivered by the regulated electric industry; and

WHEREAS, any changes in the electric utility industry structure should
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provi de benefits to all current utility customers and not sinply shift costs
fromone class of custoners to another class of customers or to utility
st ockhol ders; and

WHEREAS, a transition to a conpetitive retail generation market nust be
made in an orderly fashion to ensure that service reliability and econonic
efficiency for custoners is nmintained; and

WHEREAS, any changes in the current electric industry structure nust
respect past regulatory comiitnents to all stakehol ders; and

WHEREAS, the transition to any conpetitive electric market will require
time and resources to achieve benefits for all stakehol ders; and

WHEREAS, any new conpetitive electric market nmust be fair to all
suppliers and not hinder one supplier with obligations not shared by its
conpetitors; and

WHEREAS, Entergy Arkansas, Inc. has filed an application with the
Arkansas Public Service Conmm ssion requesting approval of certain rate
proposal s in Docket No. 96-360-U designed to facilitate a transition to
conpetition; and

WHEREAS, other state regulators are considering simlar proposals by
i ndividual utilities in their states; and

WHEREAS, it is not the intent of the General Assenbly in adopting this
resolution to cause a delay in the consideration and disposition by the APSC

of the proposals contained in APSC Docket No. 96-360-U

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N

THAT the Senate Interim Committee on Insurance and Conmerce and the
House Interim Committee on Insurance and Commerce conduct a study, to begin on
or after the Arkansas Public Service Comm ssions final order in Docket No.
96- 360- U or by Decenber 1, 1997, whichever cones first, with the cooperation
of all agencies in the executive branch, to deternm ne what statutory actions
may be necessary and advisable to allow the citizens of Arkansas to have
access to a conpetitive systemof electric service; and the appropriate

timetable for a transition to such a system
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Interim Conmittees report their findings

to the legislature at its next regular session.
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