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State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly

Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 28
By: Senators Mahony and Wilson

By: Representative Cunningham

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG THE SENATE AND HOUSE | NTERI M COWM TTEES ON
EDUCATI ON TO CONDUCT AN | NTERI M STUDY ON PROMOTI NG THE
GREATER USE OF ARKANSASS SYSTEM OF POST- SECONDARY
EDUCATI ONAL RESOURCES TO PROVI DE WORKFCORCE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAMS NEEDED BY NEW AND EXPANDI NG BUSI NESSES AND
I NDUSTRI ES | N THE STATE.

Subtitle
REQUESTI NG AN | NTERI M STUDY ON PROMOTI NG
THE GREATER USE OF ARKANSASS SYSTEM OF
POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ONAL RESOURCES TO
PROVI DE WORKFORCE TRAI NI NG FOR NEW AND
EXPANDI NG BUSI NESSES AND | NDUSTRI ES.

VWHEREAS, Arkansas has trenmendous educational resources available inits
system of post-secondary educational institutions; including two-year
comunity col |l eges, technical colleges, technical institutes and vocati onal -
techni cal schools; which provide | earning opportunities for thousands of the
states citizens each year; and

WHEREAS, Arkansass post-secondary educational resources are wel
utilized now to deliver associate degree prograns and, in many cases, to offer
students conveni ent and affordabl e access to college courses transferable to
four-year institutions; and

WHEREAS, in addition to their many successes, Arkansass system of post-
secondary educational institutions holds the potential to becone a trenendous
econoni ¢ devel opnent tool by providing specialized training to neet the
particul ar needs of businesses and industries across the state; and

WHEREAS, ot her states have neshed the progranms avail able through post-

secondary educational institutions with the needs of businesses and industries
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S.C.R. 28

to establish a dynam c and successful econonic devel opnent strategy; and
WHEREAS, the opportunity for Arkansans to pursue post-secondary
educational opportunities nmay inmprove significantly if President Clinton is
successful in instituting one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) a year
tax credit for students who enroll in two-year schools; and
WHEREAS, as wor kforce devel opnent in decades past has depended on worker
trai ning provided by public educational institutions, todays worker requires

hi gher levels of training and a strong |earning foundation on which to build

future skills that will be needed in the fast-changi ng work place of the 21st
Century.
NOW THEREFORE,

BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N

THAT an interimstudy is requested of the Senate and House Interim
Committees on Education to review options and rmake recommendati ons on how to
bri ng about a closer working relationship between post-secondary educati ona
institutions and private sector businesses and industries in order to deliver
the training necessary to neet i medi ate workforce demands and to offer
students new opportunities to inmprove thenselves and their comunities

econonmically and intellectually for decades to cone.
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