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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 31

By: Senators Dowd, Hill, and Ross

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
TO SUSPEND THE JO NT RULES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES TO PERM T CONSI DERATI ON AND PASSAGE OF
HOUSE BI LL 2205 BY THE SENATE

Subtitle
TO SUSPEND THE JOI NT RULES TO PERM T
CONSI DERATI ON AND PASSAGE OF HB 2205 BY
THE SENATE.

WHEREAS, Arkansas Code 10-2-124 provides that a bill to change any of
the existing circuit and chancery court districts through redistricting or
provi di ng additional judgeships shall not be acted upon in conmittee of the
House or Senate until a letter certifying that proposed change neets the
criteria of the Arkansas Judicial Council has been attached to the bill, but
further provides that upon suspension of the Joint Rules of the House and
Senate, a bill may be withdrawn from conmmittee and acted upon wi thout the
certification of the Council attached thereto; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 2205 passed the House by a vote of 83-0 on March 19,
was reported out of the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 21, with a

recomendati on of "Do Pass"; and

WHEREAS, no Joint Rules of the Senate and House of Representatives had
been adopted when House Bill 2205 was reported out of the Senate Judiciary
Conmittee with a "Do Pass" recomrendation; and

WHEREAS, Joint Rul es were subsequently adopted but the Joint Rules
adopted contai ned no provision relating to the procedure to be followed in the

case of bills affecting circuit and chancery court districts; and

WHEREAS, Arkansas Code 10-2-124 is vague and indefinite and its
application to House Bill 2205 is uncertain; and
VWHEREAS, the Senate Rules Committee has determ ned that 18 votes are
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required for passage of House Bill 2205 in its current status; and

WHEREAS, notwit hstanding the above, the Senate and House of
Representatives, as an extra neasure of caution, wi sh to suspend the Joint
Rul e and/ or Rul es of the Senate and House of Representatives to consider House

Bill 2205 on the Senate fl oor

NOW THEREFORE,
BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N:

That the Joint Rule and/or Rules of the Senate and House of

Representati ves are hereby suspended for the purpose of consideration and

passage of House Bill 2205 on the Senate fl oor
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