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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.C.R. 8

By: Senate Public Health Committee

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
URGA NG THE CONGRESS OF THE UNI TED STATES TO AMEND THE
FEDERAL FOOD, DRUG, AND COSMETI C ACT AND THE PUBLI C HEALTH
SERVI CE ACT TO FACI LI TATE THE DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL OF
NEW DRUGS AND BI OLOG CS

Subtitle
URG NG CONGRESS TO AMEND THE FEDERAL
FOOD, DRUG, AND COSMETI C ACT AND PUBLI C
HEALTH SERVI CE ACT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND
APPROVAL OF NEW DRUGS AND BI OLOG CS.

WHEREAS, inproving patient access to quality health care is a paranmunt
nati onal goal; and

WHEREAS, the key to inproved health care, especially for persons with
serious unmet nedical needs, is the rapid approval of safe and effective new
drugs, biological products, and nedical devices; and

WHEREAS, minim zing the delay between discovery and eventual approval of
a new drug, biological product, or nedical device derived fromresearch
conducted by innovative pharnaceutical and bi otechnol ogy conpani es coul d
i mprove the lives of millions of Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, current linitations on the dissem nation of information about
pharmaceuti cal products reduce the availability of information to physicians,
other health care professionals, and patients, and unfairly linmt the right of
free speech guaranteed by the First Anendnent to the United States
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the current rules and practices governing the review of new
drugs, biological products, and nedical devices by the United States Food and

Drug Adm nistration can delay approvals and are unnecessarily expensive;
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S.CR. 8

NOW THEREFORE,
BE I T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N:

That we respectfully urge the Congress of the United States to address
this inportant issue by enacting conprehensive legislation to facilitate the
rapid review and approval of innovative new drugs, biological products, and
medi cal devices, w thout conprom sing patient safety or product effectiveness.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution be transmtted
forthwith to the President of the United States, the Speaker of the United
St at es House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate,

and to each nmenber of the Arkansas Congressional Del egation.
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