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State of Arkansas
81st General Assembly
Regular Session, 1997 S.J.R. 3

By: Senators Boozman, Brown, Jeffries, Hunter, Webb, and Wyrick

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
REQUESTI NG APPROPRI ATE ACTI ON BY THE CONGRESS, BECAUSE OF
THE DESI RE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS TO ENACT
TERM LIM TS ON THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES AND THE SENATE
OF THE UNI TED STATES, UPON THE APPLI CATI ON OF THE
LEA SLATURES OF TWO THI RDS OF THE SEVERAL STATES, TO CALL
A CONVENTI ON PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE V.

Subtitle
PROPCSI NG AN AVENDVENT TO THE FEDERAL
CONSTI TUTION TO LIM T THE TERVMS OF
REPRESENTATI VES AND SENATORS.

WHEREAS, the people of the State of Arkansas having anmended the State
Constitution to limt their Representatives to Congress to serving three
two-year terns and their Senators to Congress to serving two six-year terns,

other States also linmting the ternms their delegations to Congress may serve;

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court decreed in the case of Arkansas
vs. Thornton, that the ternms of nmenbers elected to the United States Congress

may be limted only by Amendnment to the United States Constitution;

WHEREAS, the people of the various States have consistently
denmonstrated, at the ballot box and in opinion polls, their overwhel m ng

desire to limt the terms of menmbers serving in the United States Congress;

VWHEREAS, under Article V of the Constitution of the United States,
anmendnents to the Federal Constitution nay be proposed by the Congress
whenever two thirds of both Houses deemit necessary, or on the application of

the legislatures of two thirds of the several states the Congress shall call a
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SJR. 3

Convention for the purpose of proposing anendnents. We believe such action

vital;

BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE EI GHTY- FI RST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS AND BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, A MAJORITY OF ALL MEMBERS
ELECTED TO EACH HOUSE AGREEI NG THERETO:

THAT this body proposes to the Congress of the United States that
procedures be instituted in the Congress to add a new Article to the
Constitution of the United States, and that the General Assenbly of the State
of Arkansas request the Congress to prepare and subnit to the several states
an anendment to the Constitution of the United States, to linmt the ternms of

Representatives and the Senators serving in the United States Congress; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, alternatively, this body nakes application
and requests that the Congress of the United States call a Convention for

proposi ng anendnents to the United States Constitution; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this body al so proposes that the
| egi sl atures of each of the several states conprising the United States apply
to the Congress requesting the proposal of an appropriate anmendnment to the
Federal Constitution, or requiring the Congress to call a Convention for

proposi ng such an anmendnment to the Federal Constitution; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of this Resolution be sent by the

Secretary of State to the Arkansas Congressional Del egation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Secretary of State of the State of
Arkansas is directed to send copies of this Joint Resolution to the Secretary
of State and presiding officers of both Houses of the Legislature of each of
the other States of the Union, the Clerk of the United States House of
Represent ati ves, Washington, D.C., and the Secretary of the United States
Senate, Washington, D.C
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