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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H12/17/03 S1/27/04 Call Item 4
84th General Assembly 1
Second Extraordinary Session, 2003 HOUSE BILL 1047

By: Representatives J. Johnson, Walters, Chesterfield, Dees, S. Prater, Borhauer, King
By: Senators Whitaker, Gullett

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR MINIMUM TEACHER SALARIES;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR MINIMUM TEACHER
SALARIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-17-2402, as added by the act that was
introduced as Senate Bill 42 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2003, is
amended to read as follows:

6-17-2402. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) "Basic contract" means a teacher employment contract for one

hundred and ninety (190) days that includes ten (10) days of professional

development. The provisioens—eof § 6-17-807/ shall apply torequire—a school

(2) '"Teacher" means:

(A) An individual who is required to hold a teaching
license from the department and who is engaged directly in instruction with
students in a classroom setting for more than seventy percent (70%) of the
individual’s contracted time;

(B) A guidance counselor; or

(C) A librarian.
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As Engrossed: H12/17/03 S1/27/04 HB1047

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-17-2403, as added by the act that was
introduced as Senate Bill 42 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2003, is
amended to read as follows:

6-17-2403. Minimum teacher compensation schedule for 2004-2005.

(a) The board of directors in each school district in the state shall
pay classroom teachers upon a minimum salary schedule that provides:

(1) Annual increments for education and experience;
(2) A base salary; and
(3) A minimum salary for a teacher with a master’s degree and at

least fifteen (15) years of experience.

(b) In-sehool year 2004-2005, each school distrietin the state shall

-(B)—Five—hundred—dellars($500)for-a master’s—degree~ In

school year 2004-2005, each school district in the state shall have in place

a salary schedule with at least the following minimum levels of

compensation:
Years of Experience BA Degree Select MA Degree Salary
0 $27,500 831,625
1 27,950 32,125
2 28,400 32,625
3 28,850 33,125
4 29,300 33,625
5 29,750 34,125
6 30,200 34,625
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As Engrossed: H12/17/03 S1/27/04 HB1047

7 30,650 35,125
8 31,100 35,625
9 31,550 36,125
10 32,000 36,625
11 32,450 37,125
12 32,900 37,625
13 33,350 38,125
14 33,800 38,625
15 34,250 39,125

(c) For purposes of the salary schedules described in this section,
the teacher’s experience shall be his or her total years in any school
district in the state and shall not be based only upon the years in the
school district in which he or she is currently employed.

(d)(1) A teacher shall be entitled to additional pay if the number of

days in the teacher’s contract for the 2004-2005 school year exceeds the

number of days in the teacher’s contract for the 2003-2004 school year.

(2) The additional pay shall be at least equal to the number of

additional contract days under subdivision (d)(l) of this section times the

daily rate calculated using the teacher’s 2003-2004 salary.

(e)(1) A teacher shall not be entitled to additional pay under

subsection (d) of this section if the teacher’s salary to which he or she

would have been entitled for school year 2003-2004 if the salary schedule in

subsection (b) of this section had been effective for the 2003-2004 school

year less the teacher’s actual salary for the 2003-2004 school year exceeds

the result of multiplying the number of additional contract days under

subdivision (d) (1) of this section times the daily rate as calculated using

the teacher’s actual salary for the 2003-2004 school year.

(2) If the provisions of subdivision (e)(l) of this section

apply:

(A) The teacher shall receive a minimum salary for school

year 2004-2005 based upon the salary schedule in subsection (b) of this

section; and

(B) The requirements of § 6-17-807 shall not apply.

(f) For purposes of this section, "daily rate" means the teacher

contract salary divided by the number of days in the teacher contract.
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SECTION 3.

repealed.

Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 17, Subchapter 10 is
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As Engrossed: H12/17/03 S1/27/04 HB1047

SECTION 4. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that the Arkansas Supreme Court in

Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark. 31 (2002) declared the

current system of education to be unconstitutional because it is both

inequitable and inadequate; and the Arkansas Supreme Court set forth the test

for a constitutional system to be one in which the State has an “absolute

duty” to provide an “equal opportunity to an adequate education”; the

Arkansas Supreme Court instructed the General Assembly to undertake actions

as necessary to provide an opportunity for an adequate and equitable

education for the children of Arkansas; and the provisions of this bill are

necessary steps toward accomplishing that goal. Therefore, an emergency 1is

declared to exist and this act being immediately necessary for the

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall become effective

on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

/s/ J. Johnson
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