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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the law asit existed
prior to thissession of the General Assembly.

State of Arkansas .
87th General Assembly A Bl I I
Regular Session, 2009 HOUSE BILL 1274

By: Representatives Adcock, Pyle, Greenberg, L. Smith, Webb, House, Powers
By: Senator Bledsoe

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO MODERNIZE ARKANSAS’S RABIES CONTROL
ACT; TO EMPOWER THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO
ESTABLISH REASONABLE VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS
AGAINST RABIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO MODERNIZE ARKANSAS’S RABIES CONTROL
ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 19, Subchapter 2 is

repealed.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 20-19-302 is amended to read as follows:
20-19-302. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:
(1) "Animal" means any animal other than dogs or cats which may
be affected by rabies;
(2) "Cats" includes all members of the feline family;

(3) "Dogs" includes all members of the canine family;

(4) "Has been bitten" means has beenseized with teeth or jawsy

has been—woundedor piercedy the skin has been penetrated by an animal’s
teeth and the term ineludeseontaet—of saliva has contacted with—any a break

or abrasion of the skinj
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(5) "Owner" means any person who:
(A) heving Has a right of property in a dog or cat or other
animal; e¥
(B) whokeeps Keeps, or harbors, cares for, or acts as the
custodian of a dog or cat or other animalyer -has it in his eor her ecare; or
acts—as—its—eustodiany; or
(C) kneowingly Knowingly permits a dog or cat or other

animal to remain on or about any premises occupied by him or her; and

(6) "Vaccination against rabies" means the injection,
subcutaneously or otherwise, of canine antirabic vaccine, as approved by the

United States Department of Agriculture or State Veterimarian the State Board

of Health and administered by a licensed veterinarian or agent of the
bivision—of Health—of the Department of Health and Human Serviees—or the
StateVeterinarian.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 20-19-304 is amended to read as follows:

20-19-303. Power of political subdivisions not limited —
Applicability.

(a)4H) Nething in this subehapter shall be held te This subchapter

does not limit in any manner the power of any municipality or political

subdivision to prohibit dogs or cats or other animals from running at large
whether or not they have been vaccinated against rabies as provided in this
subchapter.

£2)(b) Nethingin this subehapter shall be econstrued—+teo This

subchapter does not limit in any manner the power of any municipality or

other political subdivision to further control and regulate dogs or cats or

other animals in such municipality or political subdivision.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 20-19-305 is amended to read as follows:
20-19-305. Vaccination for dogs and cats required.
All dogs and cats shall be vaccinated against rabies annually in

accordance—with § 20-19-201 et seq+ or as required by the State Board of
Health.
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SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 20-19-307 is amended to read as follows:

20-19-307. Confinement of animal when person bitten.

(a)(l) Whenever the health authorities, county sheriff’s office, or
municipal police officers in cooperation with health authorities receive
information that any person has been bitten by a dog or cat or other animal,
these local public officials acting in cooperation shall have the dog or
other animal confined and observed by—a licensed eterinarian.

(2) 1If there is no local facility available for confining the
dog or cat or other animal, it shall be the owner’s responsibility to make
satisfactory arrangements or to prepare a facility for the purpose of
confinement.

(b)(l) The offending dog or cat shall be confined for a period of ten
(10) days by a veterinarian or owner or public pound.

(2)(A) All other species of animals are to be confined and
observed for rabies in the same manner, except the time element will vary so
as to compensate for the difference in the incubation period of the disease.

(B) This adjusted time element is to be determined by
consultation with the Diwvision—of Healthof the Department of Health and
Human—Serviees—authorities.

(C) 1If there is no known incubation period, the animal may

be euthanized and tested at the discretion of the Department of Health.

(3) The veterinarian, owner, or public pound management
personnel shall notify the local public health authorities of the disposition
of the dog or animal at the termination of the confinement.

(c)(l) Any confinement and observation expense incurred in the handling
of any dog or cat or other animal under this subchapter shall be borne by the
owner.

(2) 1If the dog or cat or other animal is a stray and has no
owner, the confinement and observation expense shall be borne by the person

bitten or, if a minor, by the head of the family.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 20-19-308 is amended to read as follows:
20-19-308. Shipment to laboratory of head of animal suspected of being
rabid.

&> Any person causing the death of an animal, either wild or
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domesticated, suspected of being rabid shall cause the head of the animaly

believethat the animal was rabidy to be presented to the a county eeurt

health unit of the county in which the animal was killed.
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