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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the law asit existed
prior to thissession of the General Assembly.

State of Arkansas .
87th General Assembly A Bl I I
Regular Session, 2009 SENATEBILL 296

By: Senator Luker
By: Representative Harrelson

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REMOVE ABANDONMENT AS GROUNDS FOR
TERMINATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF PARENT AND
CHILD; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
REMOVING ABANDONMENT AS GROUNDS FOR
TERMINATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF
PARENT AND CHILD.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 9-9-220(c), concerning the termination of
the relationship of parent and child, is amended to read as follows:

(c) In addition to any other proceeding provided by law, the
relationship of parent and child may be terminated by a court order issued

under this subchapter on any ground provided by other law for termination of

the relationship, or on the following grounds:

1) Abandenment~
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42)(1) Neglect or abuse, when the court finds the causes are

irremediable or will not be remedied by the parent.

(A) If the parents—have parent has failed to make
reasonable efforts to remedy the causes and such failure has occurred for
twelve (12) months, such failure shall raise the rebuttable presumption that
the causes will not be remedied.

(B) If the parents—have parent has attempted to remedy the
causes but hawve has failed to do so within twelve (12) months, and the court
finds there is no reasonable likelihood the causes will be remedied by the
eighteenth month, the failures shall raise the rebuttable presumption that
the causes will not be remedied.

43)(2) That in the case of a parent not having custody of a
child, his or her consent is being unreasonably withheld contrary to the best

interest of the child.
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