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State of Arkansas     1 

89th General Assembly A Bill      2 

Regular Session, 2013  HOUSE BILL 1233 3 

 4 

By: Representative Hickerson 5 

  6 

For An Act To Be Entitled 7 

AN ACT TO ALLOW A CITY MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT TO 8 

APPROVE NEW WARD BOUNDARIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 9 

 10 

 11 

Subtitle 12 

TO ALLOW A CITY MANAGER FORM OF 13 

GOVERNMENT TO APPROVE NEW WARD 14 

BOUNDARIES. 15 

 16 

 17 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 18 

 19 

 SECTION 1.  Arkansas Code § 14-61-109 is amended to read as follows: 20 

 14-61-109.  Determination of ward positions. 21 

 If a city affected by this chapter chooses to select some of its 22 

members by ward, the ward positions shall be determined as follows: 23 

  (1)  The county board of election commissioners of the county 24 

governing body shall divide the territory of the city into the number of 25 

wards having substantially equal population, according to the most recently 26 

published federal census of population in the city, equal to the number of 27 

members of the governing board body to be elected from wards; 28 

  (2)  The county board of election commissioners governing body 29 

shall complete its apportionment of the respective districts from which 30 

members of the governing board body of the cities shall be elected and shall 31 

file it with the county clerk of the county and with the city clerk of the 32 

applicable city; 33 

  (3)  The districts or wards so established by the board, unless 34 

changed or modified by order of a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be 35 

the wards of the city from which each of the respective members of the 36 
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governing body of the city are to be elected; 1 

  (4)  Following each federal decennial census of population, and 2 

following any special federal census of population within a particular city, 3 

if there has been a substantial change in the population of the wards from 4 

the preceding federal census, the county board of election commissioners 5 

governing body shall reapportion the wards in each city in the manner and 6 

procedure as provided in this subsection from which the members of the 7 

governing board body are to be elected; and 8 

  (5)  Notwithstanding the provisions of any other act, candidates 9 

for ward positions shall be residents of the ward they wish to represent. 10 

Unless the electors choose otherwise, only those qualified electors residing 11 

in a ward may vote on a candidate from that ward. 12 
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