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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

93rd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2021 SENATE BILL 690

By: Senator Hickey

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL OBSOLETE STATE ENTITIES; TO ABOLISH
THE COMMISSION ON CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP IN
ARKANSAS; TO ABOLISH THE NUTRIENT WATER QUALITY
TRADING ADVISORY PANEL; TO ABOLISH THE ACADEMIC
FACILITIES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ABOLISH THE COMMISSION ON CLOSING THE
ACHIEVEMENT GAP IN ARKANSAS, THE NUTRIENT
WATER QUALITY TRADING ADVISORY PANEL, AND
THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1601 is repealed.
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{2)—The term of office shall be for no more than four (4) years~
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-17-310(e)(2), concerning the duties of

the Office for the Purpose of Teacher Recruitment, is amended to read as
follows:

(2) Unacceptably wide achievement gaps as determined by the

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education in—eenjunetion—with the
c s Closi he Achi G o Al .

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f), concerning the Division of
Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is amended to read as
follows:

(f) The Division of Public School Academic Facilities and
Transportation shall:

(1) Preovide information or assistance to the Academie Faeilities
o L ohe C . .

42) Use recommendations or assessments of the-Aecademie
Faeilities Oversight Committeeor the General Assembly as a basis for
establishing the policies and procedures of the Division of Public School
Academic Facilities and Transportation;

£3)>(2) Develop and implement the Arkansas Public School Academic
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Facilities Program Act, § 6-21-801 et seq.;

44)(3) Administer the various programs of state financial
participation in support of local academic facilities;

£5)rA)(4)(A) Develop and implement an ongoing uniform process
for collecting, inventorying, and updating information on the condition of
all public school academic facilities in the state.

(B) If the process developed is an automated statewide
system, it shall encompass all school districts;

£6)(5) Develop and implement an ongoing process for collecting
records from state agencies of all lawfully required inspections of public
school academic facilities conducted by state agencies and commissions;

£7)(6) Develop a facility cost index that provides a methodology
for comparing the cost of repairing the condition of a public school academic
facility to the cost of replacing the public school academic facility with a
facility containing the same amount of square footage;

48)(7) Conduct unannounced random on-site inspections of public
school academic facilities;

9)(8) Enforce through planning minimum standards for
accessibility to public school academic facilities and programs for
individuals with disabilities;

16> (9) Develop guidelines for competitive bidding, competitive
negotiation, and other methods of procurement for public school academic
facilities projects;

11> (10) Develop incentive programs to reward school districts
for innovative, effective, and efficient use of local and state resources
with regard to public school academic facilities;

12)(11) Review applicable statutes and rules for conflicts with
or omission of energy-related content;

13> (12) Administer the school transportation program in the
various school districts of Arkansas, including without limitation:

(A) The training of school bus drivers; and
(B) The inspection of school buses, as defined in § 6-19-
110;

14> (13) Keep records showing the location of the academic

facilities in the state by school district;

5)A) (14) (A) Report by October 1 of each year to the Governor,
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the House Committee on Education, and the Senate Committee on Educationy—and
theAcademie Faeilities Oversight GCommittee on the status of implementation

of the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Program Act, § 6-21-801 et
seq.

(B) The report also shall include summary results of
lawfully required inspections of public school academic facilities by state
agencies and commissions;

16> (15) Report by October 1 of each even-numbered year to the

Governor, the House Committee on Education, and the Senate Committee on
Educationy—andthe Academie Faecilities Oversight Committee on the state
academic facilities master plan;
174> (16) Maintain a public access website dedicated to public
school academic facilities; and
18)(17) Develop and implement a statewide facilities needs
priority list that provides a methodology for:
(A) Prioritization of state school district facility
needs; and
(B) Comparing the school district advancement of improving

facility conditions with school district master plans.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-21-114(f), concerning the creation of the
Commission for Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation,
is amended to read as follows:

(f) The commission shall report annually on its activities to the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Governor, the House Committee on Education, the Senate

Committee on Education, and the State Board of Educationy—and -the Academie
Facilics o {ohe C . )

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-21-811(1l), concerning the Academic
Facilities Distress Program, is amended to read as follows:

(1) The commission in—eonjunetion with the Academie Faeilities
Oversight Gommittee shall:

(1) Reexamine the role and function of the State Facility
Assessment of 2004;

(2) Assess the progress made by the state in the mandates of the
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Supreme Court in Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark. 31,
91 S.W.3d 472 (2002); and
(3) Make needed changes in the implementation of the academic

facilities program by modifying the commission’s rules.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 8-4-233 is repealed.
8_4_233 N . W Quali Trads Adwd p ] c .

Senatey
23— One (L) member appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representativessy—and
(3)—Seven (7) members appointed by the Governor as follows+
(A) O (1) 1 el 1 4 .
{B)>—One (1) member to represent forestry interestss
()0 (1) 1  cinal
£ peild . .
(D)0 (1) 1 blie drinki
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{A)—The members—of the panel have not been appointeds or
(B) 71 1 1ael el . _

Arkansas Code Title 10, Chapter 3, Subchapter 22, is

Subel 29 Neademie Faeilities O {oht Commi
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committees—of the General Assembly.

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 25-43-602(a)(6), concerning state entities

transferred to the Department of Energy and Environment, is repealed.

(6} The N . W Quali Trads Advi p 1 .
under § 8-4-2335 and
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