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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

94th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2023 HOUSE BILL 1192

By: Representative Eubanks
By: Senator Flippo

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL
COOPERATIVE ACT OF 1981; TO AMEND THE EDUCATION
SERVICE COOPERATIVE ACT OF 1985; TO AMEND THE LAW
CONCERNING A BOARD OF DIRECTORS THAT GOVERNS AN
EDUCATION SERVICE COOPERATIVE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL
COOPERATIVE ACT OF 1981; AND TO AMEND THE
EDUCATION SERVICE COOPERATIVE ACT OF
1985.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 13, Subchapter 9, is

repealed.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1006 is amended to read as follows:
6-13-1006. Board of directors.
(a) Each education service cooperative shall be governed by a board of

directors consisting of the following members who shall reside emne (1)

within

the boundary of the education service cooperative:

(1) Two (2) members appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives;

(2) Two (2) members appointed by the President Pro Tempore of

the Senate;

(3) Two (2) members appointed by the Governor; and

(4) One (1) member appointed by the Secretary of the Department

of Education.

by N hool dictri ] Eficial . ]
(1) ed . . (el | of di ]

4e)>(b) The board of directors of each established education service

cooperative shall:

(1) Function as a public corporate body;

(2) Meet, except as otherwise provided in § 6-13-1007, at least
eight (8) times each year; and

(3) Exercise general fiduciary responsibilities for the
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education service cooperative with regard to policies and practices which
guard the integrity of the agency and maintain public trust in its operationm.

(c) The first meeting of the board of directors shall be:

(1) Called by the member appointed by the Secretary of the

Department of Education under subdivision (a)(4) of this sectionj; and

(2) Held within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this

act.

(d) At dits first regular meeting, the board of directors shall elect a

chair.

(e)(1) The terms for the initial members appointed under subsection

(a) of this section shall be staggered as determined by lot with:

(A) One (1) member’s term expiring December 31, 2025;

(B) Two (2) members’® terms expiring December 31, 2026;

(C) Two (2) members’ terms expiring December 31, 2027; and

(D) Two (2) members’ terms expiring December 31, 2028.

(2) Each succeeding appointment to a board of directors shall be

for a term of four (4) years, with each appointed member serving until the

member’s successor is appointed.

4d)—Sueh responsibilities (f) Responsibilities of the board of
directors, consistent with funds available, shall includey—but-notbe limited

o without limitation the following:

(1) Employment of a director of the education service
cooperative who shall serve as the nonvoting executive officer of the board
of directors;

(2) Establishment of policies and procedures for the operation
and management of the education service cooperative, which shall be in
written form and shall be filed with the State Board of Education;

(3) Preparation of an annual budget estimating income and
expenditures for programs and services in accordance with procedures
established by the state board;

(4) Receipt and expenditure of funds needed to provide programs
and services in the area;

(5) Making such surveys or other inquiries which may be required
to determine the service needs of school districts in the education service
cooperative and developing plans to provide such needed services;

(6) Employment, upon the recommendation of the director of the
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education service cooperative, of such personnel as may be required to
provide the services requested by the school districts in the area;

(7) Implementation of policies established by the state board
for the operation of education service cooperatives;

(8) Cooperation with other education service cooperatives,
school districts, and other agencies to provide programs and services for
children and adults residing within their respective areas;

(9) For facilities and buildings as may be required to provide
authorized programs and services:

(A) Renting, leasing, purchasing, constructing, or
receiving by gift;

(B) Borrowing from the Revolving Loan Fund under § 6-20-
818; or

(C) Borrowing from other sources for limited or unusual
circumstances upon approval of the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary
Education and the Secretary of the Department of Finance and Administration;
and

(10) Carrying out such other duties as may be required for the
efficient operation of the education service cooperative for which the board
of directors is responsible.

(g) Members of the board of directors shall be paid per diem and

mileage at the rate established by law for attending meetings of the board of

directors.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1007 is repealed.
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1, 2024.

EFFECTIVE DATE.

HB1192

This act is effective on and after January
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