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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

94th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2023 SENATE BILL 356

By: Senators J. English, K. Hammer
By: Representatives Cavenaugh, Vaught

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ABOLISH INACTIVE STATE ENTITIES; TO AMEND
THE LAW CONCERNING THE REPORTING OF BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ABOLISH INACTIVE STATE ENTITIES; TO
AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE REPORTING OF
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS; AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Abolition of state entities, boards and

commissions — Legislative findings.

(a) The General Assembly finds that the following state entities are

no longer active and are abolished:

(1) Arkansas Commission on Eye and Vision Care of School-Age

Children, created under § 6-18-1802;

(2) Board of Advisors to Arkansas State University-Searcy,
created under § 6-56-103;
(3) Youth Justice Reform Board, created under § 9-28-1201;

(4) Arkansas Statewide Energy Consortium, created under § 6-61-

1501;

(5) Electrical Energy Advancement Program Fund Board, created

under § 6-61-1502;
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(6) Academic Facilities Oversight Committee, created § 10-3-

(7) Records Retention Committee, created under § 13-4-203;

(8) Arkansas Delta Music Commission, created under § 13-15-201;

(9) The Arkansas Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee, created

under § 15-5-1706;

(10) Nongame Preservation Committee, created under § 15-45-302;

(l11) Medication Assistive Person Advisory Committee, created

under § 17-87-710;

(12) State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, created

under § 17-98-201;

(13) Electrical Energy Advancement Program Fund, created under §

19-5-1248;

(l4) Palliative Care and Quality of Life Interdisciplinary Task

Force, created under § 20-8-702;

(15) Executive Board of the Governor’s Commission on People with

Disabilities, created under § 20-14-207;

(16) Arkansas Suicide Prevention Council, created under § 20-45-

302;

(17) Children’s Behavioral Health Care Commission, created under
§ 20-47-704;

(18) Healthcare Quality and Payment Policy Advisory Committee,
created under § 20-77-2203;

(19) Suggestion Award Board, created under § 21-11-105;

(20) Lottery Retailer Advisory Board, created under § 23-115-

2043

(21) Arkansas Natural and Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee,

created under § 25-3-104; and

(22) State Technology Council, created under § 25-33-101.

(b) Any funds, personal property, or real property of an entity under

subsection (a) of this section shall be transferred to the Department of

Finance and Administration.

(c) The terms of all members appointed to an entity under subsection

(a) of this section shall end on the effective date of this act.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1501(b), concerning vision screenings,
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is amended to read as follows:

(b) The Division of Elementary and Secondary Educationy—in-—eonjunetion

shall adopt rules to establish the tests, procedures, equipment, and

instruments that shall be used to perform eye and vision screenings.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1503(a), concerning standardized forms
for eye and vision screening reports, is amended to read as follows:
(a) Standardized forms for eye and vision screening reports shall be

developed by the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education im

Ghildren and adopted by the division in rules promulgated under the Arkansas

Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1504 is amended to read as follows:
6-18-1504. Training.

The Division of Elementary and Secondary Educationy—ineonjunetionwith
i shall

adopt rules that establish standards for training school nurses to perform

eye and vision screenings.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1802 is repealed.
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Arkansas Code § 6-18-1803 is repealed.
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SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f) (1), concerning the Division of

Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is repealed.
(1) P i de inf . . he Academic Faciliti
o oht C . 1.

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f)(2), concerning the Division of
Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is amended to read as
follows:

(2) Use recommendations or assessments of the Aeademie
Faeilities Oversight Committeeor the General Assembly as a basis for
establishing the policies and procedures of the Division of Public School

Academic Facilities and Transportation;

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f)(15)(A), concerning the
Division of Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is amended
to read as follows:

(15) (A) Report by October 1 of each year to the Governor, the
House Committee on Education, and the Senate Committee on Educationy—and—the
Academie Faeilities Oversight Committee on the status of implementation of
the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Program Act, § 6-21-801 et

seq.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f)(l6), concerning the Division
of Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is amended to read
as follows:

(16) Report by October 1 of each even-numbered year to the

Governor, the House Committee on Education, and the Senate Committee on

Educationy—and the Academie Faeilities Oversight Committee on the state
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academic facilities master plan;

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-21-114(1), concerning the creation of
the Commission for Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities and
Transportation, is amended to read as follows:

(f) The commission shall report annually on its activities to the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Governor, the House Committee on Education, the Senate

Committee on Education, and the State Board of Educationy—and-the-Academie
Faeilits o L oht C . )

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-21-811(1), concerning the Academic

Facilities Distress Program, is amended to read as follows:

(1) The commission inconjunetion with the Academie Faecilities
Oversight GCommittee shall:

(1) Reexamine the role and function of the State Facility
Assessment of 2004;

(2) Assess the progress made by the state in the mandates of the
Supreme Court in Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark. 31,
91 S.W.3d 472 (2002); and

(3) Make needed changes in the implementation of the academic

facilities program by modifying the commission’s rules.

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-56-103 is repealed.
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repealed.
6—61-1501. Ar] S ide E c .
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Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 61, Subchapter 15, is
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SECTION 15. Arkansas Code § 9-28-203(b)(4) (D), concerning the powers

and duties of the Division of Youth Services, is repealed.

SECTION 16. Arkansas Code § 9-28-1201 is repealed.
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SECTION 17. Arkansas Code § 9-28-1202 is repealed.

SECTION 18. Arkansas Code § 10-3-902(2), concerning the duties of the

Joint Performance Review Committee, is amended to read as follows:
(2) Conduct investigations into such specific problem areas of
the administration of state government as may be brought to the attention of

or as determined by the Joint Performance Review Committee or the cochairs of

the Joint Performance Review Committee;
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SECTION 19. Arkansas Code § 10-3-902, concerning the duties of the
Joint Performance Review Committee, is amended to add an additional
subdivision to read as follows:

(8) Evaluate the purpose, need, and effectiveness of a state

board or commission as defined in and under the process established under §

25-1-106.

SECTION 20. Arkansas Code § 25-1-106(a), concerning the evaluation of
necessity of various commissions and boards, is amended to read as follows:
(a) For purposes of this sectiony:

(1) “eonstitutional Constitutional board or commission” means

the Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission, the State Highway Commission,
and all boards or commissions charged with the management or control of all
charitable, penal or correctional institutions, or institutions of higher
learning under Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 33; and

(2) “State board or commission” means every state board,

commission, committee, council, task force, and similar entity created by the

General Assembly except:

(A) A constitutional board or commission; and

(B) An entity of the General Assembly.

SECTION 21. Arkansas Code Title 10, Chapter 3, Subchapter 22, is

repealed.
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Arkansas Code § 13-4-203 is repealed.
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SECTION 23. Arkansas Code § 13-15-101 is repealed.
13-15-101Title~
Musie Trail Aef?.

SECTION 24. Arkansas Code Title 13, Chapter 15, Subchapter 2, is
repealed.

13-15-201+ Greation— Membership+
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SECTION 25. Arkansas Code § 13-15-301 is amended to read as follows:
13-15-301. Creation.

{a) The ArkansasDelta Musiec GCommission Division of Arkansas Heritage

and the Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism shall establish and

administer the Arkansas Delta Music Trail Program to:

(1) Create a tourism program based on art projects that focus on
highlighting music stories and related dynamics on the designated music
highways;

(2) Provide tax incentives to eligible persons for the creation
and installation of an art project under this chapter; and

(3) Create a signage program that captures the stories,
biographies, and points of interest in blues, rock and roll, jazz,
rockabilly, soul, hip hop, opera, country, and gospel music throughout the

Delta region of Arkansas.

(b} The Divisi £ Axl Her I the D £ Pazl
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SECTION 26. Arkansas Code § 13-15-302 is repealed.

the dincome tax credit-was—earned-

SECTION 27. Arkansas Code § 13-15-303 is repealed.
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SECTION 28. Arkansas Code § 15-5-1703(l), concerning the definition of

"Advisory committee" under the Arkansas Housing Trust Fund Act of 2009, is

repealed.

(13 3 3 ”

Commi 1 in § 15-5-1706;

SECTION 29. Arkansas Code § 15-5-1705(c), concerning administration of

Arkansas Housing Trust Fund sources and deposits, is amended to read as
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follows:
(c) The authority shall seekthe dinput—of the Arkansas Housing Trust
Fund-Advisory Committeeecreated by §15-5-17065 but—the Board of Directors of

the Arkansas Development Finance Authority shall have the final decision-
making authority on all matters relating to the fund and the programs

administered under this subchapter.

SECTION 30. Arkansas Code § 15-5-1706 is repealed.
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SECTION 31.

SB356

Arkansas Code § 15-5-1707 is repealed.
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SECTION 32. Arkansas Code § 15-11-803(b), concerning eligibility for

Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:
(b)) An eligible organization may apply to the Department of Parks,

Heritage, and Tourism for participation in the Arkansas Great Places Program.

(2} Thed hall € i licati e i
i el he Azl N 1 and Cul 1 Heri Advs
Commi 1 14 e i eipation in tl ]

SECTION 33. Arkansas Code § 15-11-803(d), concerning eligibility for
Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The ecommittee department shall not approve an application for
participation in the program if the application would:

(1) Fund academic research;

(2) Be awarded to a for-profit organization or event;

(3) Fund programs or projects that disregard the need to
preserve, protect, or conserve historical sites, structures, artifacts, and
the environment; or

(4) Be outside accepted professional museum or environmental

standards.
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SECTION 34. Arkansas Code § 15-11-803(f)(2), concerning eligibility
for Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:
(2) The criteria to be used by the ceommittee department when

determining whether to award a grant.

SECTION 35. Arkansas Code § 15-11-804(a)(l)(A), concerning selection

for the Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:

(a) (1) (A) The Arkansas Natural-and Cultural Heritage Advisory

Committee Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism shall select four (4)

eligible organizations for participation in the Arkansas Great Places Program

by July 1, 2012.

SECTION 36. Arkansas Code § 15-11-804(a)(l)(C), concerning selection
for the Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:
(C) The ecommittee department shall select an eligible
organization under subdivision (a)(l) (A) of this section from each of the

four (4) congressional districts.

SECTION 37. Arkansas Code § 15-11-804(a)(2)(A), concerning selection
for the Arkansas Great Places Program, is amended to read as follows:
(2)(A) After July 1, 2012, the ecommittee department shall
select by July 1 of each even-numbered year no more than four (4) eligible

organizations for participation in the program.

SECTION 38. Arkansas Code § 15-11-804(b) and (c), concerning selection
for the Arkansas Great Places Program, are amended to read as follows:

(b) A member of the ecommittee department shall recuse from the
consideration of an application for participation in the program by an
eligible organization located in the county in which the member of the
committee department resides.

(c) The Department—of Parksy; Heritage; and Tourism department shall
work with the Arkansas Economic Development Commission to maximize grants

awarded to participants in the program.

SECTION 39. Arkansas Code § 15-45-302 is repealed.
15-45-302 - Nongame Preservation Committee~
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SECTION 40. Arkansas Code § 15-45-303(b) and (c), concerning

expenditures for the Nongame Preservation Program, are amended to read as
follows:
(b) All state agencies are authorized to make application to the

Nongame Preservation Committee Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission for a

grant from the fund to effectuate the purposes of this subchapter.

(c) No expenditure shall be made without the approval and
authorization of the Governor upen—the recommendation—of the Nongame
P . c . 1 s .

SECTION 41. Arkansas Code § 17-87-203(18), concerning duties of the
Arkansas State Board of Nursing, is repealed.
(18 ¢ 14 . i ded £ . hi
1 . el Lol e 14 . s .

SECTION 42. Arkansas Code § 17-87-710 is repealed.
17-87-710. Medi . At e p Advi c . i
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SECTION 43. Arkansas Code § 17-98-103(2), concerning the definition of

"Continuing education unit", is amended to read as follows:
(2) “Continuing education unit” means value given for
participation in organized continuing education experience under reasonable

sponsorship, capable direction, and qualified instruction approved by the

State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health;

SECTION 44. Arkansas Code § 17-98-105(d), concerning the penalties and
unlawful practices of disease intervention specialists, is amended to read as
follows:

(d) The State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall
assist the prosecuting attorney in the enforcement of this chapter, and any
member of the board may present evidence of a violation to the appropriate

prosecuting attorney.

SECTION 45. Arkansas Code § 17-98-107(a), concerning the disposition
of fees or payments for licensing of disease intervention specialists, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) All fees or payments collected by the State Board of Disease
Intervention Speeialists Health under this chapter shall be deposited into a
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bank designated by the board, and the board shall make a report annually to

the Governor showing all receipts and disbursements of moneys and a summary

of all business transacted during the year.

SECTION 46. Arkansas Code § 17-98-201 is repealed.

SECTION 47. Arkansas Code § 17-98-202 is repealed.

17-98-202. Meetings — Eleetion of officers~

31
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SECTION 48. Arkansas Code § 17-98-203(a) and (b), concerning rules of
the State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) The State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall
adopt such rules as are reasonably necessary to administer this chapter.

(b) The Chair of the State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists

Health and the Seeretary of the State Board of Disease Intervention
Speeialists may administer oaths and subpoena witnesses.

SECTION 49. Arkansas Code § 17-98-301(a) and (b), concerning
examinations of the State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, are
amended to read as follows:

(a) The State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall
hold examinations to test the fitness of applicants for registration at such
times and places within this state as the board shall determine. The board
shall conduct at least one (l) examination every year. The scope of the
examination shall be determined by the board.

(b) Within ninety (90) calendar days after an application is filed
with the Secretary of the State Board of Bisease Intervention Speeialists
Health, the board shall notify the applicant whether his or her application
for examination was accepted or rejected and, if rejected, the reason

therefor.

SECTION 50. Arkansas Code § 17-98-302(a), concerning admission to
examination for the State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, is

amended to read as follows:
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(a) The State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall

admit to examination any person who makes application to the Secretary of the
State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health on forms prescribed
and furnished by the board, pays an application fee set by the board to
defray the expense of examination, and submits satisfactory proof to the
board that he or she:

(1) Meets the minimum educational requirements;

(2) Meets the minimum specialized training requirements, as
determined by the board;

(3) Has had two (2) years of field experience in human
immunodeficiency virus/sexually transmitted disease intervention; and

(4) Is actively engaged in the field of human immunodeficiency
virus/sexually transmitted disease intervention at the time he or she makes

application.

SECTION 51. Arkansas Code § 17-98-303 is amended to read as follows:
17-98-303. Issuance of certificate without examination.
The State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall issue
a certificate of registration without examination to any person who makes
application on forms prescribed and furnished by the board, pays a
registration fee set by the board, and submits satisfactory proof that he or
she:
(1) Has had at least two (2) years’ experience in the field of
human immunodeficiency virus/sexually transmitted disease intervention; and
(2) 1Is registered as a disease intervention specialist in a
state in which the qualifications for registration are not lower than the
qualifications for registration in this state at the time he or she applies

for registration.

SECTION 52. Arkansas Code § 17-98-304(a), concerning the expiration
and renewal for the State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Each certificate of registration issued by the State Board of

Disease Intervention Speeialists Health shall expire on June 30 following the

date of issue.
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SECTION 53. Arkansas Code § 17-98-305(a), concerning application for
reinstatement as a registered disease intervention specialist, is amended to
read as follows:

(a) A former registered disease intervention specialist whose
certificate has expired or has been suspended or revoked may make application
for reinstatement by paying a renewal fee and submitting satisfactory proof

to the State Board of Disease Intervention Speecialists Health that he or she

has complied with the continuing education requirements.

SECTION 54. Arkansas Code § 17-98-306 is amended to read as follows:

17-98-306. Refusal to renew — Suspension or revocation.

The State Board of DBisease Intervention Speeialists Health may refuse
to renew or may suspend or revoke a certificate upon proof that the applicant
is guilty of fraud, deceit, gross negligence, incompetency, or misconduct

relative to his or her duties as a disease intervention specialist.

SECTION 55. Arkansas Code § 17-98-307(a)(l), concering hearing and
notice before the State Board of Disease Intervention Specialists, is amended
to read as follows:

(a)(l) Before the State Board of Disease Intervention Speeialists
Health may suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a certificate of registration,
it shall set the matter for a hearing before the board, and, at least twenty
(20) calendar days before the date set for hearing, it shall give written
notice to the accused of the charges made and the date and place of the

hearing.

SECTION 56. Arkansas Code § 19-5-1248 is repealed.
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Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 8, Subchapter 7, is

Subel 7 Palliative G

(A} One (1) member_whoi leoi £ the Ameri
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SECTION 58. Arkansas Code § 20-14-204 is amended to read as follows:

20-14-204. Officers.

(a) The Chair of the Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities
shall be appointed biennially by the Governor and serve at the pleasure of
the Governor.

(b) The chair shall seleet an exeeutive board.

Disabilities is empowered to select from the commission membership a vice

chair should such a position be desirable.
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44)(c) The chair, or in his or her absence the Vice Chair of the
Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, shall exercise general
supervision of all commission affairs.

4e)(d) The chair shall preside over all meetings of the commission and
exeeutiveboard, appoint subcommittees and chairs, and serve as an ex officio

member of all subcommittees.

SECTION 59. Arkansas Code § 20-14-207 is repealed.

SECTION 60. Arkansas Code § 20-14-208(a), concerning subcommittees of
the Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, is amended to read as
follows:

(a) The Exeeutive Board of the Governor’s Commission on People with

Disabilities shall establish such subcommittees as it determines necessary.
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SECTION 61. Arkansas Code § 20-14-210(b), concerning gifts, grants,
and donations to the Governor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The commission may disburse and administer the gifts, grants, and
donations in accordance with the conditions established by the Exeeutive

commission.

SECTION 62. Arkansas Code § 20-45-302 is repealed.
20-45-302. Creation—and purpose~
[ P $ i1
(b)—_T] £ ¢ (1 1 bod
ieid . ce 1 i neludi Ll Limi ons
(1S . e e e id . 1r id
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SECTION 63. Arkansas Code § 20-47-704 is repealed.

SECTION 64. Arkansas Code § 20-47-705 is amended to read as follows:

20-47-705. Behavioral healthcare initiatives.
The Department of Human Servicesy—withadviece fromthe Children’s
Behavioral Health Care Commissiony shall:

(1) Identify and implement actions for ensuring that children,
youth, and their families are full partners in the design and implementation
of all aspects of the system of care as well as full partners in decisions
about their care or their children’s care;

(2) Identify up to two million dollars ($2,000,000) per year to
apply to the following purposes:

(A) Meeting extraordinary, non-Medicaid-reimbursable needs
of children, youth, and their families, as identified in multiagency plans of

services;
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(B) Supporting creation or strengthening of entities
designed to guide the development and operation of local, regional, and state
components of the system of care;

(C) Strengthening family and advocate skills and capacity
to provide meaningful input on the system of care; and

(D) Supporting the development and enhancement of needed
behavioral healthcare services in underserved areas;

(3) Revise Medicaid rules to increase quality, accountability,
and appropriateness of Medicaid-reimbursed behavioral healthcare services,
including, but not limited to:

(A) Clarifying behavioral healthcare services definitions
to assure that the definitions are appropriate to the needs of children,
youth, and their families;

(B) Revising the process for Medicaid to receive, review,
and act upon requests for behavioral health care for children and youth
classified as seriously emotionally disturbed;

(C) Clarifying Medicaid certification rules for providers
serving children, youth, and their families to assure that the certification
rules correlate with the requirements for enrollment as a Medicaid provider
of behavioral healthcare services;

(D) (i) Defining a standardized screening and assessment
process designed to provide early identification of conditions that require
behavioral healthcare services.

(ii) The standardized process shall ensure that:

(a) Assessments guide service decisions,
outcomes, and, if appropriate, development of a multiagency plan of services;
and

(b) Services delivered are appropriate to meet
the needs of the child as identified by the assessment;

(4) Research, identify, and implement innovative and promising
local, regional, or statewide approaches for better managing the state’s
resources devoted to children’s behavioral health; and

(5) Create additional capacity within the Division of Aging,
Adult, and Behavioral Health Services of the Department of Human Services to
develop, support, and oversee the new system of care for behavioral

healthcare services for children, including:
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(A) (i) Selecting a new outcomes measurement tool to

support an improved system of tracking, accountability, and decision-making.
(ii) The new outcomes measurement tool shall be

selected no later than September 30, 2015, and shall replace the current
outcomes measurement tool for purposes of reporting required in § 20-47-510;
and

(B) Creating additional staff support to provide technical
assistance, utilize information, identify and encourage best practices,

monitor performance, and recommend system improvements.

SECTION 65. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2201 is repealed.
20-77-2201. Title,
Q Jo JP PJ. ﬁi . G -llEE QEE”-

SECTION 66. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2203 is repealed.

20-77-2203 . Healt] Quali 1 p Poli Adv c .
GCreated— Membership+

(1) Two(2) physied . | b the Al
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Arkansas Code § 20-77-2204 is repealed.
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SECTION 68. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2205 is amended to read as follows:

20-77-2205. Medicaid payment and reimbursement rules related to
development of episodes of care.

(a)(l) The Department of Human Services shall netadept—arule under
he Al Adming . p ) A § 2515201 1 1

issue a public notice of the draft rule for which the department shall:

(A) 1Include in the notice a statement of the terms or
substance of the draft rule and the specific provider category or categories
affected;

(B) Mail the notice to any person who requests notice of a
submission—of a draft rule to—the committee under subdivisieon (a)(l)—of this
seetiony and

(C) Post the notice on the department’s website in-a

. ledi . 1 . .
(3) ¢ e} bmiscsd e traf 1 !

committee under subdivision (a)(1)of this seetiony the The department shall
post the draft rule on its website in—a seetion dedicated tothe committee

during the entire period the draft rule is under consideration by—the
committee.
£4)(2) The department shall provide to a person who requests the
information a meeting notice that identifies the time and place of each
committee and subeommittee meeting and the draft rules under consideration by
the committee or subecommittee ateach meeting.
(b) (1) At least forty-five (45) days before initiating the
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committeey the committee department shall seek representation by designated
representatives of the statewide provider association or associations for
that provider category for the purpose of review and advice.

4B)(2) The ecommittee department shall:

i) (A) Provide at least twenty-five (25) days for
the representatives of the affected healthcare providers to review and
comment on the draft rule; and

3+i)(B) Afford the representatives the opportunity
to participate in committeeand subcommittee deliberations on the draft rule.
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{e)(c) After the public comment period, the department shall retain

and make available for public review the reportrequiredunder subdivisien
£ 2)of this seetion—-and the text of any final rule issued.

SECTION 69. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2206 is repealed.

(3} Provid he Legiclative G i1 ]

SECTION 70. Arkansas Code § 20-77-2207 is repealed.
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SECTION 72.

SECTION 73.

Arkansas Code § 21-11-105 is repealed.

Arkansas Code § 21-11-106 is repealed.

Arkansas Code § 23-115-204 is repealed.
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30 SECTION 74. Arkansas Code § 23-115-206(a)(8)(D)(x), concerning
31 internal controls and the annual audit of the Office of the Arkansas Lottery,

32 is repealed.

33 () e he I R 1 Advd B 1 f
34 ived duri he £i 1 .

35

36 SECTION 75. Arkansas Code § 23-115-206(b) (4), concerning internal
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controls and the annual audit of the Office of the Arkansas Lottery,
is amended to read as follows:
(4) This chapter does not limit the statutory authority of
Arkansas Legislative Audit or the responsibilities of the office or related
entities, members—of the Lottery Retailer Advisory Beardy employees, vendors,
retailers, or any other individuals or entities to cooperate with Arkansas
Legislative Audit or provide information or records requested by Arkansas

Legislative Audit.

SECTION 76. Arkansas Code § 25-3-104 is repealed.
25-3-104+ Arkansas Natural and Gultural Heritage Advisory Committee~
(a) T} . blished Al N 1 1 Cul 1 Heri

Advi c . 1 1 hall . £,
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SECTION 77. Arkansas Code § 25-16-903(69), concerning the

authorization for a stipend for state boards and commissions, is repealed.

(69) Arl N 1 and Cul 1 Hert Adwd Commi )

SECTION 78. Arkansas Code § 25-24-102(6) (A), concerning the duties of

the Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, is repealed.

SECTION 79. Arkansas Code § 25-33-101 is repealed.

2y T . I the S Technolosy Couneil Lot of ]

54
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SECTION 80. Arkansas Code § 25-43-302(7), concerning the state

entities transferred to the Department of Commerce, is repealed.

(7)1} Al g . T Fund Advi c . .
under § 15-5-17065

SECTION 81. Arkansas Code § 25-43-802(47), concerning the state

entities transferred to the Department of Health, is repealed.

(47} The S B 1 of Di 1 . S fald
ereatedunder §17-98-201+%

SECTION 82. Arkansas Code § 25-43-902(15), concerning the state

entities transferred to the Department of Human Services, is repealed.

15)  The Youth Justice Reform Board, ecreated under § 9-28-1201.
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SECTION 83. Arkansas Code § 25-43-1302(a)(5), concerning state
entities transferred to the Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism, is
repealed.

(5} The Al N ] 1 Cul 1 Hers Adwed

SECTION 84. Arkansas Code § 25-43-1502(10), concerning the state
entities transferred to the Department of Transformation and Shared Services,

is repealed.

10)—The State Technology Gouncil, created under § 25-33-101+

SECTION 85. Arkansas Code § 26-27-201(a), concerning the authority of
the Arkansas Public Service Commission, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The Arkansas Public Service Commission shall eemnstitute the State
Equalization Beard and shall equalize the assessment of property throughout

the state.

SECTION 86. Arkansas Code § 26-27-202 is amended to read as follows:

26-27-202. Meeting.

(a) The Arkansas Public Service Commission shall meet as—the State
Equalization Beard on the first Monday in October of each year for the
purpose of equalizing the taxable valuation of all real or personal property.

(b) The beard commission shall:

(1) Examine and compare the returns of the assessment of
property in the counties of this state;

(2) Summon and hear witnesses and make or cause to be made
investigation relative thereto; and

(3) Proceed to equalize the property, so that all the taxable
property throughout this state shall be assessed uniformly at its true and
full market or actual value, or at such percentage as has been duly certified

by the commission.

SECTION 87. The introductory language of Arkansas Code § 26-27-203 is

amended to read as follows:

In the performance of its duties, the members—of the State Equalizatien

Board Arkansas Public Service Commission shall be governed by the following
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rules:

SECTION 88. Arkansas Code § 26-27-204 is amended to read as follows:

26-27-204. Order of adjustment.

(a) A record of the proceedings of the State Equalization Beard
Arkansas Public Service Commission shall be kept by the secretary thereof.

(b)(l) A certified copy of the record or such part thereof as affects
his or her county shall, on or before the third Monday in November, be
furnished the county clerk of each county in which property, the assessed
valuation of which has been ordered by the beard commission increased or
reduced, is situated.

(2) In carrying out the order of the beard commission, the
county clerk shall add to or deduct from the valuation of any property, as
adjusted by the local assessment and equalization officials, such percentage
or amount as the beard commission might so order and shall enter the adjusted

or equalized valuation in the proper record and extend taxes thereon.

SECTION 89. Arkansas Code § 26-27-320(b), concerning the assessed
values entered on record, is amended to read as follows:

(b) In making the tax books of the county, unless further adjustments

are ordered by the county court or the State Equalization Beard Arkansas

Public Service Commission, the county clerk shall extend the taxes on the

adjusted or equalized values.

SECTION 90. Arkansas Code § 26-27-321(a), concerning abstract of tax
books to be filed, is amended to read as follows:
(a) The county clerk of each county shall, on or before the second

Monday in November of each year, unless otherwise ordered and directed by the

State Equalization Beard Arkansas Public Service Commission, file with the
State Equalization Beard commission, on such forms as it may prescribe, a

“final abstract of the tax books”.

SECTION 91. Arkansas Code § 26-28-303 is amended to read as follows:
26-28-303. Duty of county assessor.
Under the system provided for in this subchapter:

(1) It is the duty of the county assessor of each county to
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enter upon the assessment record of the county the adjusted or equalized
assessed value of any and all property as found and fixed by the county
equalization board;

(2) In making the tax books of the county, unless further

adjustments are ordered by the county court or the State Equalization Beard

Arkansas Public Service Commission, the preparer of the tax books shall

extend the taxes on the adjusted or equalized values;
(3) The county assessor shall deliver the assessment abstract to

the State Equalization Beard commission by August 1 of each year;

(4) (A) The county assessor shall make any changes to the
abstract after the State Equalization Beoard commission finalizes its action.
(B) All changes in assessments, after the county assessor
prepares the final abstract of the tax books, shall be made as specified in §
26-28-305(1) and documented by means of a prenumbered two-part change form
with the reason for the change noted; and
(5)(A) The county assessor of each county shall, on or before
the third Monday in January of each year, unless otherwise ordered and
directed by the State Equalization Beard commission, file with the State
Equalization Beard commission, on such forms as it may prescribe, a final
abstract of the tax books.
(B) The final abstract of the tax books shall show, by
total of items and value, the total assessment of the county after all

adjustments.

SECTION 92. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that it is important to the

citizens of Arkansas that state government services be provided in an

efficient and cost-effective manner; that the abolishment of state entities

that are no longer active is an effective way to achieve both operational

efficiencies and economies of scale; and that this act is necessary to obtain

cost efficiencies and streamline the provision of government services without

delay for the benefit of Arkansas taxpayers to allow services that preserve

the health, safety, and property of Arkansas citizens; and that this act

abolishing the entities contained in this act should become effective on July

1, 2023, to coincide with the appropriation bills of all the state

departments. Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act
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being necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety

shall become effective on July 1,

2023.
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