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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1810

By: Representatives Joey Carr, McCullough
By: Senator J. English

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND THE
ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF; TO TRANSFER THE
ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL
FOR THE DEAF TO THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND
BLIND; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE
BLIND AND THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE
DEAF; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 43, Subchapter 1 is amended
to read as follows:

6-43-101. Board of trustees.

(a) There is created an—henorary a board constituting the Board of
Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Blind and the Arkansas School for the
Deaf and Blind.

(b)) The board shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the

Governor.

(2)  The G 1 1 ith ] i 1 £y
Senate, shall appoint the members of the beoard-

(3} The § £ g hall £ o] L gs 1
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(c) (1) Members of the board appointed by the Governor under the

provisions of this sectiony—inaddition to possessing shall:
(A) Possess the qualifications of an electory—shall

reside; and

(B) Reside in the State of Arkansas.

(2) (A) The Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State,

Auditor of State, Treasurer of State, Commissioner of State Lands, Supreme
Court Justices, and the directing head of any state department, state agency,
or state institution shall be ineligible for membership on the board provided
for in this section during the time for which he or she was elected or
appointed.

(B) No individual may be a member of merethanene (1) of
the beards the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and

Blind created under the provisions of this section and another board created

under § 25-17-201 at the same time.
{3)—There shall be-atall timesone (1) member of the board who
. leaf ho £1 ] 114 leaf oi 1 i
(d)4H The term of office for each member shall commence on January 15

and shall end on January 14 of the fifth year following the year in which the

regular term commenced.

(e) Any vacancies arising in the membership of the board for any
reason other than the expiration of the regular terms for which the members
were appointed shall be filled by the appointment of the Governory——subjeet—teo
and shall
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be thereafter effective until the expiration of the regular terms.

(£f) (1) Before entering upon his or her respective duties, each board
member shall take and subscribe and file in the office of the Secretary of
State an oath to support the United States Constitution and the Arkansas
Constitution and to faithfully perform the duties of the office upon which he
or she is about to enter and that he or she will not be or become interested,
directly or indirectly, in any contract made by the board.

(2) (A) Any violation of the oath shall be a Class B misdemeanor.
(B) Any contract entered into in violation of the oath
shall be void.

(g) The board shall meet at least monthly and shall fix a regular date
for the monthly meeting.

(h) Each member of the board may receive expense reimbursement in
accordance with § 25-16-901 et seq.

(i) The Governor shall have the power to remove any member of the

board before the expiration of his or her term for cause enlyy after notice

and hearing.

6-43-102. Powers and duties of board.

(a) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and
Blind andthe Arkansas School for the Deaf created in § 6-43-101 is charged
with the management and control of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind

and—the -Arkansas-School for the Deaf.
(b) The board shall have the power; authority, and duties formerly
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{1)—The board-shall exercise such powers of supervision and
control as are not specifically reserved to superintendents the
Superintendent of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blinds—and.

(c) The board may adopt policies for the governance of the school as

deemed necessary and in consultation with the Secretary of the Department of

Education.

(d) The board shall:

(1) Keep a record of all board proceedings; and

(2) Adopt formal operating procedures.

(e) The superintendent, general business manager, and teachers of the

school shall not be eligible for the board while employved by the school.

6-43-103. Superintendents Superintendent.

(a) There is established the position of the Superintendent of the

Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(b) The immediate conduct and management of the Arkansas School for
the Deaf and Blind andthe-Arkansas—School for the Deaf, school employees,
and students enrolled in the school shall be entrusted to superintendents the

superintendent.
b)>(c) (1) (A) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf
and Blind andthe Arkansas—School for the Deaf, in consultation with the

Secretary of the Department of Education, shall select the superintendents—of
the dinstitutions committed toits eare a superintendent from the candidates

recommended by the secretary.

(B) The superintendent shall be selected based on his or

her previous training and qualifications relevant to the education of

students enrolled in the school.

(2)(A) The board may recommend to the secretary termination,

suspension, or other discipline permitted by law of the superintendent.

(B) The secretary may terminate, suspend, or otherwise

discipline the superintendent in accordance with applicable policies and

laws.
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(d) The board may, in consultation with the secretary, require the

superintendent or other school officials to reside on the school campus.

(e) The superintendent shall:

(1) Have a superintendent licensej; and

(2) Be responsible for the management and operation of the

school.

6-43-104. Employees generally.

(a) The superintendents—shall have power to superintendent may select

and—engage—all employees of the sehoolsat salaries fixed by the Board of
Trustees—of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind andthe Arkansas

Schoolfor the Deaf in consultation with the Secretary of the Department of

Education in accordance with state law, reporting the same for approval to

the beard Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind at

the next regular meeting thereef of the board.
(b)

Each employee of the school, as a state employee, shall be subject to and

receive the benefits of the provisions of Title 21 of the Arkansas Code,

including without limitation policies and procedures established for the

implementation of all provisions that are applicable to state employees.

(c) A teacher for a student with sensory impairments is eligible for a

salary differential after he or she becomes certified by the Department of
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Education in teaching students who are blind, visually impaired, deaf, or

hard of hearing.

6-43-105. Attendance —Enforcement.
(a) Every parent, guardian, or other person-having control -of any

schools—shall be required to—send sucha minoer to—the The Arkansas School for
the Deaf and Blind er—the Arkansas—Sechool for the Blind shall maintain

student records as required by law and rules applicable to public school

districts.

(b) The minorshall continue to attend the schools for-a term of at
1 s (32) 1 1 11 he ] 1 ]
ecourse—of instruetion preseribed for the sehools by the Board of Trustees of
the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind andthe Arkansas School for the

superintendent—of the sechool may adopt a student attendance policy necessary

to ensure compliance with the purpose and function of the school.
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(a) All students between the ages of three (3) and twenty-one (21) who

are blind or visually impaired or who are deaf or hard of hearing and who

reside in the State of Arkansas shall be eligible to apply and be referred

for admission to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind at no cost to the

student or the parent, legal guardian, or person standing in loco parentis to

the student.

(b) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and

Blind may adopt an admission policy, including requirements for admission to

the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind, that is necessary to ensure

compliance with the purpose and function of the Arkansas School for the Deaf

and Blind.

(c)(1l) A public school district, an open-enrollment public charter

school, an education service cooperative, or an early childhood facility that

receives state or federal funds shall at least annually at an individualized

education program meeting share information with a parent, legal guardian, or

person standing in loco parentis to a student regarding services available

from the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind and whether the Arkansas

School for the Deaf and Blind is the appropriate placement for a student if

the student:

(A) TIs between the ages of three (3) and twenty-one (21);

(B) Qualifies under the Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., as it existed on January 1, 2025;

and

(C) 1Is blind, visually impaired, deaf, or hard of hearing.

(2) 1If the individualized education program team determines that

the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind is the appropriate placement for a

student, a referral on behalf of the student shall be made to the Arkansas

School for the Deaf and Blind.

(3)(A) 1If the individualized education program team does not

determine that the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind is the appropriate

placement for a student, the parent, legal guardian, or person standing in
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loco parentis to the student may submit an application for admission to the

Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind in accordance with Arkansas School for

the Deaf and Blind policy.

(B) A student who is accepted for admission to the

Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind under subdivision (c)(3)(A) of this

section shall unenroll from the school in which he or she is currently

enrolled and the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind shall become

responsible for all requirements under the student’s individualized education

program.
(d) An eligible student from outside the state may be admitted to the

Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind upon the payment of tuition and fees

in accordance with Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind policy.

(e) A student who is older than twenty-one (21) vears of age who is

blind or visually impaired or who is deaf or hard of hearing may attend the

Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind in order to access career and

technical programs made available by the Arkansas School for the Deaf and

Blind in accordance with Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind policy.

6-43-108. Removal-of pupils Discharge of student.

reguirementof the offiecers The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for

the Deaf and Blind may dismiss a student for disciplinary violations upon

recommendation by the superintendent of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and

Blind and in accordance with school policy and the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., as it existed on

January 1, 2025.
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6-43-112. Transpertation—eof students Student transportation.
(a) The Arkansas School for the Deaf and the ArkansasSehool for the

Blind are hereby authorized to may transport students to and from school in

chartered vehicles that are licensed to do business in the State of Arkansas

and whieh meet minimum safety standards established by the United States
Department of Transportation.

(b) The school may spend general revenue funds to provide

transportation services, including without limitation transportation via bus,

motor vehicle, or airline if traveling out of state.
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] feh e (10%)

6-43-114. Applicability of § 21-8-304.

Section 21-8-304 relating to nepotism, ethics, or conflicts of interest
whieh that are applicable to state agencies and state employees generally
shall hereafter be applicable to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind
and—the Arkansas—School for the Deaf and to the Board of Trustees of the
Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind and—the Arkansas Secheol for the Deaf

and employees of those institutioms.

6-43-115. [Repealed.]

6-43-116. Special allowance.
(a) The Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind and the ArkansasSehool
forthe Deaf may make special allowances available to any employee who

performs one (1) of the following duties outside his or her normal working

hours in addition to his or her normal duties:

(1) Teaching adult education classesy—parenttraining, or
student tutorial services on weekends or evenings;

(2) Coaching one (1) or more sports or activities;

(3) Sponsoring a club or organization thatinvelvesadditienal
hours—outside the normal working day; or

(4) Interpretive services; or

(5) Other duties related to school-sponsored activities or

leadership teams with approval from the superintendent and the Secretary of

the Department of Education.

(b) Compensation for additional duties may not exceed three thousand
five hundred -dollars ($35500) five thousand dollars ($5,000) per school term

for any one (1) employee during each fiscal year.
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6-43-118. Teacher salary increase.

If public schools receive funds from the General Assembly to raise the
salaries of teachers employed in public school districts and open-enrollment
public charter schools, the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind and—the
Arkansas—Sehool for the Deaf shall be ineluded increase teacher salaries

accordingly.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 43, Subchapter 1, is amended
to add additional sections to read as follows:

6-43-119. Qualifications of teachers.

A teacher employed by the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind shall

be subject to teaching license requirements in law and rules promulgated by

the State Board of Education.

6-43-120. Student-made objects sale.

Unless otherwise approved by the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas

School for the Deaf and Blind, any funds resulting from the sale of objects

made by students at the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind shall be

placed in an appropriated cash fund to be used for student-related school

purposes as determined by the superintendent.

6-43-121. Student housing.

(a) No individual, student enrolled in the Arkansas School for the

Deaf and Blind, or individual employed by the school shall be boarded,

lodged, or in any manner provided for during the vacation of the school

unless the superintendent grants prior written approval for purposes of

participating in a school event, an event occurring on the school’s campus,
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or due to an emergency circumstance as defined by school policy.

(b) No individual, student enrolled in the school, or individual

employed by the school shall be lodged, boarded, or permitted to remain at

the school at the expense of the state unless specifically authorized under

this subchapter.

(c) The school shall make available lodging and boarding for eligible

students in accordance with school policy.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 43, Subchapter 2, is

repealed.

6-43-205. Real and personal property.

(a) The Board of Trustees of the Arkansas School for the Deaf and
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Blind and the Arkansas Sehool for the Deaf may take and hold in trust for the
use of the school any lands conveyed or devised, and any money or other
personal property given or bequeathed, to be applied to the benefit of the
Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(b) (1) All property that has been or may be acquired by appropriation
from the state, or in any other manner, for the use and benefit of the
school, shall be held and deemed to be the property of the state for such use
and purposes.

(2) All real estate purchased shall be deeded to the State of
Arkansas, and, after recording the deed conveying the real estate in the
proper recorder’s office, the deed shall be filed in the office of the
Secretary of State.

(c) All property pertaining to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and

Blind shall be exempt from taxation.
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Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 43, Subchapter 3, is
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SECTION 5. DO NOT CODIFY. Transfer of the Arkansas School for the

Blind to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(a) The Arkansas School for the Blind is transferred, and its

authority, duties, functions, records, contracts, personnel, property, and

unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds,

including the functions of budgeting or purchasing of the Arkansas School for

the Blind, are transferred to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(b) The Arkansas School for the Blind’s statutory powers, duties, and

functions, including functions of budgeting or purchasing, records,

contracts, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations,
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allocations, and other funds are transferred to the Arkansas School for the

Deaf and Blind.

(c)(1) The transfer of the Arkansas School for the Blind does not

affect the orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or standards

made or promulgated by the Arkansas School for the Blind before the effective

date of this act.

(2) The orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or

standards of the Arkansas School for the Blind shall continue to be in effect

until they are amended or repealed under authority provided under this act.

SECTION 6. DO NOT CODIFY. Transfer of the Arkansas School for the

Deaf to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(a) The Arkansas School for the Deaf is transferred, and its

authority, duties, functions, records, contracts, personnel, property, and

unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds,

including the functions of budgeting or purchasing of the Arkansas School for

the Deaf, are transferred to the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind.

(b) The Arkansas School for the Deaf’s statutory powers, duties, and

functions, including functions of budgeting or purchasing, records,

contracts, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations,

allocations, and other funds are transferred to the Arkansas School for the

Deaf and Blind.

(c)(l) The transfer of the Arkansas School for the Deaf does not

affect the orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or standards

made or promulgated by the Arkansas School for the Deaf before the effective

date of this act.

(2) The orders, rules, directives, registration, licensing, or

standards of the Arkansas School for the Deaf shall continue to be in effect

until they are amended or repealed under authority provided under this act.

SECTION 7. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that the merger of the Arkansas

School for the Blind and Arkansas School for the Deaf under this act cannot

occur during the middle of a school year; that if this act did go into effect

during the middle of a school year, there would be significant disruptions in

funding and confusion among administration, staff, students, and parents of
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students; and that this act is immediately necessary to ensure that the

necessary changes in implementing the merger of the Arkansas School for the

Blind and Arkansas School for the Deaf are made before the 2025-2026 school

year and to guarantee funds for the Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind

are correctly appropriated in advance of the upcoming 2026 fiscal year.

Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act being immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall

become effective on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) 1If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) 1If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

28 03/17/2025 11:20:21 AM TNL340



	StartBillText

