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ADOPTION

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
PUTATIVE FATHERS
Act 1229 (HB2063) - Confidential information regarding the adoptive parents and child must be
removed from the notice to the putative father that a petition for adoption has been filed.

FEDERAL ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES ACT
Act 401 (SB211) - The act amends the Arkansas Juvenile Code to comply with the Federal
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997.

SUBSIDIES
Act 518 (SB284) - After reasonable efforts have been made and no appropriate adoptive family
without the use of a subsidy has been found for a child, the Department of Human Services may
certify the child as eligible for a subsidy in the event of adoption. In the case of a child who has
established significant emotional ties with prospective adoptive parents while in their care as a
foster child, the Department may certify the child as eligible for a subsidy without searching for
families willing to take the child without a subsidy.
Act 945 (HB2040) - An adoption decree will not be entered in the juvenile court order book, but
will be entered by the clerk of the probate court in the probate court order book. In the event the
Department of Human Services has the opportunity to enhance its federal funding by a review of
its adoptions records, the Administrator of Adoptions of the Department of Human Services is
then authorized to open such files. With regard to adoption subsidies, the subsidy may be for
special services not covered by any other available resources, which include health or education
services. The subsidy agreement may be extended until the age of twenty-one years if the child
has a documented disability or a condition that prevents the child from existing independently
from the adoptive family. To be eligible for the extended subsidy, the family of the child must
have applied for SSI benefits prior to the child turning eighteen years and have been denied.

ADULT ABUSE
PROTECTIVE PLACEMENT AND CUSTODY

Act 753 (HB1385) - The act revises the definitions of neglect, protective services, and subject of
the report, it modifies the jurisdiction in adult protective custody cases; and clarifies the
provisions regarding notice, emergency custody, temporary custody and the time for long-term
custody hearings. The act also clarifies the provisions for sharing of information in investigations
of deaths and other cases, clarifies the provisions regarding reports, notice of findings and
administrative proceedings, provides for the identification and protection of assets of adults in
protective custody and provides for penalties for making intentional false reports.

AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURE RECOGNITION DAY
Act 13 (HB1025) - The act designates the first Friday in March of each year as "Arkansas
Agriculture Recognition Day."

BRANDING
Act 14 (HB1027) - The act authorizes the use of frozen chemicals for branding.

CATFISH PROMOTION BOARD
Act 790 (HB1660) - The act creates the Arkansas Catfish Promotion Board for the purpose of
promoting the catfish industry in Arkansas.

DISTRICT FAIR BOARDS
NORTHEAST AND NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICTS

Act 99 (SB131) - The act removes the Sharp County member from the Northeast Arkansas
District Fair Advisory Board and removes Independence County from the list of counties
comprising the district for the North Central Arkansas District Fair and Livestock Show.




AGRICULTURE

EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA

Act 759 (HB1646) - The act repeals the sunset provision of the equine infectious anemia law,
making the law permanent, and allows any citizen to make a complaint to the Arkansas Livestock
and Poultry Commission regarding animals suspected of being untested.

FERAL HOGS

HUNTING
Act 457 (HB1440) - The act defines feral hogs and allows the hunting of feral hogs.

FERTILIZER TONNAGE FEES

DISTRIBUTION OF PENALTY

Act 989 (HB2130) - The act provides that all penalties received by the State Plant Board for
failure to pay or report fertilizer tonnage fees shall be remitted to the University of Arkansas to be
credited to the University of Arkansas Soil Testing and Research Fund.

LATE PAYMENT PENALTY

Act 766 (HB1942) - The act provides that for a late report or failure to report the entire amount
of fertilizer sold, the tonnage fee shall be enhanced by ten percent if less than fifteen days late,
twenty percent if less than thirty-one days late, and doubled if more than thirty days late.

FIRE ANT ADVISORY BOARD., ARKANSAS

MEMBERSHIP

Act 1119 (HB2103) - The Vice President for Agriculture of the University of Arkansas System
instead of the head of the Department of Forest Resources at the University of Arkansas at
Monticello shall be a member of the Arkansas Fire Ant Advisory Board and a representative of
the Arkansas Pest Control Association shall be a member of the board.

GRAIN AND SEED

AFLATOXIN LEVELS

Act 1374 (HB2248) - The level of aflatoxin in Arkansas grown grain and seed sold or
distributed in this state shall be monitored by the State Plant Board.

PESTICIDES

ABANDONED AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDE DISPOSAL ADVISORY BOARD

Act 1174 (HB1913) - The Abandoned Agricultural Pesticide Disposal Act establishes the
Abandoned Agricultural Pesticide Disposal Advisory Board and its membership, powers and
duties. The act requires the board to advise the State Plant Board on matters relating to the
collection and disposal of abandoned agricultural pesticides and authorizes the State Plant Board
to use monies from the Abandoned Agricultural Pesticide and Plant Regulator Disposal Trust
Fund for collection and disposal of abandoned agricultural pesticides.

ABANDONED PESTICIDES FUND

Act 420 (HB1341) - The act expresses the intent of the General Assembly to provide a method
for the disposal of abandoned agricultural pesticides and creates the Abandoned Agricultural
Pesticide and Plant Regulator Disposal Trust Fund to be used by the Department of
Environmental Quality in developing and implementing plans to dispose of abandoned
agricultural pesticides.

PROPERTY TAX

Act 486 (HB1114) - The Assessment Coordination Department shall not modify the value of
agricultural, timber or pasture land unless it conducts at least one public hearing in each
congressional district of this state with the last public hearing occurring no later than six (6)
months prior to the date of the modification. The Department shall provide written justification
for any modification of agricultural, timber or pasture land.




AGRICULTURE

RICE RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD
Act 16 (HB1075) - The act makes changes in the make-up, powers and duties of the Arkansas
Rice Research and Promotion Board; changes the qualifications for one board member and
provides that each member -hall be nominated by the organization he or she represents; repeals
the board's authority to cor . :ct referenda in each county; changes the rate of assessment on sales
of rice; repeals a provision authorizing refunds to rice producers; authorizes collection of
assessments at both the point of sale and the point of entry into the United States Department of
Agriculture loan program; requires a motion of the board before disbursements may be made;
authorizes the board to use its funds for extension; and authorizes the use of board funds to pay
for any referenda the board may refer to producers or purchasers of rice.

SEED PURCHASES
ARBITRATION REQUIRED

Act 921 (HB1800) - If a buyer believes that agricultural seed has not performed as represented
by the seller, the buyer must, as a prerequisite to any legal action, file a notice of intent to seek
arbitration with the Plant Board. The act requires the director of the Plant Board to mediate the
buyer's claim.

SOD AND NURSERY PRODUCT PRODUCTION
SALES TAX EXEMPTION

Act 1033 (SB91) - The act exempts the sale of equipment and machinery used for the
agricultural production of sod and nursery products from the Arkansas gross receipts tax.
SOYBEAN PROMOTION BOARD., ARKANSAS

Act 351 (HB1448) - Members of the Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board are to be nominated
by the boards of the respective soybean producing organizations. Members of the Arkansas
Wheat Promotion Board are to be nominated by the boards of the respective wheat producing
organizations.

WHEAT PROMOTION BOARD, ARKANSAS
Act 351 (HB1448) - Members of the Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board are to be nominated
by the boards of the respective soybean producing organizations. Members of the Arkansas
Wheat Promotion Board are to be nominated by the boards of the respective wheat producing
organizations.

AIRPORTS

CONSTRUCTION WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY
REGULATION
Act 1278 (HB1704) - No structure in excess of one hundred feet in height may be constructed
within twenty-five hundred feet from either side of the runway center line of a hard surface
runway located on a public airport or military airport.

REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITIES
MUNICIPAL REGULATION LIMITED
Act 1420 (SB763) - The act authorizes certain Regional Airport Authorities to be exempt from
the enactment of any rules, regulations, ordinances, permit requirements and enforcement by the
municipality. A municipality may levy and collect a sales tax, a liquor tax, and a hotel, motel and
restaurant tax on the operations located at the airport, but any other taxes or fees will require the
approval of a majority vote of the board of directors of the authority. If a municipality in which
the airport is located merges with or is annexed or consolidated to another city, an airport
authority may de-annex from the municipality upon a majority vote of its board of directors.
POWERS AND DUTIES EXPANDED




