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REGULAR SESSION ACTS

AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Consolidation of Boards and Commissions
ACT 691 (SB403) abolishes the Arkansas Milk Stabilization Board; Arkansas Seed
Arbitration Committee; Arkansas State Board of Registration for Foresters; Arkansas State
Board of Registration for Professional Soil Classifiers; Commission on Water Well
Construction; Private Wetland and Riparian Zone Creation, Restoration, and Conservation
Committee; Veterinary Medical Examining Board; Abandoned Pesticide Advisory Board;
Arkansas Agriculture Board; and Red River Commission. The act moves the duties of each
of the abolished entities to other agricultural boards. The act also changes the membership of
the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, Arkansas Forestry Commission, and Arkansas
Livestock and Poultry Commission. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and
after July 1, 2023.
Fund Accounts - Agri Scholarship Program Fund - Veterinary Examiners Board Fund
ACT 706 (SB476) creates the Agri Scholarship Program Fund to be used by the Department
of Agriculture to create and maintain the Agri Scholarship Program. The act expands the
uses of funds in the Veterinary Examiners Board Fund to include requiring the department to
fund the Agri Scholarship Program and the Rural Veterinary Student Scholarship Program.
Powers and Duties - Catfish Processors and Commercial Bait and Ornamental Fish
ACT 588 (HB1618) transfers the powers, duties, and responsibilities of the State Plant Board
regarding catfish processors and commercial bait and ornamental fish to the Department of
Agriculture.
Promotion Boards - Transfer
ACT 712 (SB506) transfers the following agricultural promotion boards to the Department of
Agriculture by a cabinet-level department transfer: the Arkansas Catfish Promotion Board,
the Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board, the Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board,
the Arkansas Wheat Promotion Board, the Arkansas Corn and Grain Sorghum Promotion
Board, and the Arkansas Beef Council. The act also amends the membership selection
process for each of the promotion boards. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after July 1, 2023.
Scholarship Program - Degree Programs Related to Agriculture or Veterinary Medicine
ACT 706 (SB476) authorizes the Department of Agriculture to award scholarships to
Arkansas residents who are enrolled in or entering an undergraduate degree program at an
institution of higher education located in the state that is related to agriculture or a post-
graduate degree program at an institution of higher education located either in the state or
outside of the state that is related to agriculture or veterinary medicine. The act provides
certain requirements for a recipient of a scholarship disbursed by the department.
Scholarship Program - Rural Veterinary Scholarship Program - Agri Scholarship Program
ACT 706 (SB476) establishes the Rural Veterinary Scholarship Program for individuals to
locate veterinary practices in rural Arkansas communities and to receive specialized training
targeted to meet the needs of livestock producers and rural communities in Arkansas. The act
requires the Department of Agriculture to give preference to certain students and requires
scholarship recipients to meet certain requirements. The act creates the Agri Scholarship
Program within the department for students who are seeking degrees in agriculture-related
fields.
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AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT
Veterinary Technician Specialist - Collaborative Practice - Rabies Vaccinations
ACT 161 (HB1182) authorizes a collaborative practice agreement between a veterinarian and
a veterinary technician specialist and sets up procedures for the collaborative practice
agreement. The act also allows a veterinary technician, veterinary technologist, or veterinary
technician specialist to administer rabies vaccinations.
Veterinary Technician Specialist - No Compensation
ACT 452 (HB1566) removes a reference to prescriptive authority of a veterinary technician
specialist under Act 161 of 2023 because prescriptive authority was not granted to a
veterinary technician specialist under Act 161 of 2023. The act also prohibits a veterinary
technician specialist from receiving compensation for performing the practice of specialized
veterinary technology outside of his or her employment.

FARMS AND FARMING
Agricultural Land - Ownership by Prohibited Foreign Party Prohibited
ACT 636 (SB383) prohibits a prohibited foreign party from acquiring by grant, purchase,
devise, descent, or otherwise any interest in agricultural land in this state and prohibits a
prohibited foreign-party-controlled business from acquiring by grant, purchase, devise,
descent, or otherwise any interest in public or private land in this state. The act requires that
land held in violation of this prohibition be divested or sold through judicial foreclosure.
Agricultural Operation - Nuisance - Burden of Proof
ACT 367 (HB1434) places the burden of proof on a party bringing an action against an
agricultural operation as a public or private nuisance.
Farm Mediation - Initial Meeting
ACT 592 (HB1675) removes the requirement that an initial farm mediation meeting last at
least one (1) hour and removes language strongly encouraging other creditors of the farmer to
attend mediation meetings.

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission - Rules
ACT 593 (HB1676) authorizes the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission to
promulgate rules concerning services performed by the Arkansas Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory.
Canine Brucellosis - Testing
ACT 593 (HB1676) requires that positive tests for canine brucellosis be reported to the
Department of Agriculture and that a dog that has tested positive for canine brucellosis and
has been neutered or spayed have a subsequent negative test before leaving the premises.




SUMMARY OF GENERAL LEGISLATION ¢ May 2023 ¢ BUREAU OF LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

AGRICULTURE

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY
Livestock - Impounding
ACT 594 (HB1677) amends various provisions of Arkansas law concerning livestock,
including replacing the term "take up" with "impound" and the term "animal" with
"livestock," requiring certain notification to the Department of Agriculture upon impounding
livestock, changing the amount of time an owner has to reclaim impounded livestock,
authorizing the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission to impose a civil penalty against
an owner whose livestock is running at large, providing that the owner of livestock running at
large is liable for damages and subject to a lien for the damages, addressing the duties of the
Division of Arkansas State Police and county judges related to livestock running at large
along or on a public highway, providing that a county is entitled to ten dollars ($10.00) per
day for impounded livestock, and authorizing different penalties related to livestock that
breaks into an enclosure. The act also repeals various provisions of Arkansas law related to
the taking up of livestock, including the law related to fencing districts, required oaths and
bonds of the taker-up, certificates of appraisement, posted advertisements and publication,
payment of expenses, judgments for costs, certain rights related to the person taking up the
livestock, liability for injuring animals, and the sufficiency of and requirement for the
viewing of a fence.
Sales and Use Tax Exemption - Mortality Composting Devices
ACT 534 (HB1172) creates a sales and use tax exemption for mortality composting devices
sold to a person engaged in the commercial production of livestock or poultry. The act is
effective on and after October 1, 2023.

PLANT BOARD
Civil Penalty Funds - Distribution - Scholarship Program
ACT 706 (SB476) repeals the requirement that moneys collected through a civil penalty
assessed by the State Plant Board be distributed for purposes of the Arkansas State Plant
Board Scholarship Program and requires that those moneys be distributed for purposes of the
Agri Scholarship Program.
Membership
ACT 135 (SB191) requires members of the State Plant Board to be actively or principally
engaged, currently or previously, in the industries they represent. The act also removes the
requirement that some members be selected from a list of names submitted by various
organizations. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after February 24,
2023.
Transfer of Power - Catfish Processors and Commercial Bait and Ornamental Fish
ACT 588 (HB1618) transfers the powers, duties, and responsibilities of the State Plant Board
regarding catfish processors and commercial bait and ornamental fish to the Department of
Agriculture.

PROMOTION BOARDS
Transfer
ACT 712 (SB506) transfers the following agricultural promotion boards to the Department of
Agriculture by a cabinet-level department transfer: the Arkansas Catfish Promotion Board,
the Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board, the Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board,
the Arkansas Wheat Promotion Board, the Arkansas Corn and Grain Sorghum Promotion
Board, and the Arkansas Beef Council. The act also amends the membership selection
process for each of the promotion boards. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after July 1, 2023.
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BEER AND WINE
Tasting Event
ACT 319 (HB1380) authorizes a wholesaler or manufacturing representative to conduct a
tasting event on behalf of a retail liquor permit holder or assist a retail liquor permit holder
with a tasting event, decreases the permit fee for tasting event permits, and increases the
sample sizes allowed at a tasting event.

DISTRIBUTION
Minimum Container Size - Spirituous Liquor
ACT 95 (HB1344) sets the minimum container size of spirituous liquor sold for off-premises
consumption.

LOCAL OPTION
Defunct Townships
ACT 671 (SB201) authorizes a wet city that has annexed a portion of a defunct township to
hold a one-time local option election within the boundaries of the annexed area within the
defunct township related to the issuance of permits for the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-
premises consumption. The act applies only to wet cities and defunct township areas meeting
certain requirements, and the act expires on December 31, 2024.

ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION
Dispensing Machine Sales
ACT 705 (SB475) authorizes the sale of alcoholic beverages by an on-premises consumption
permit holder via a dispensing machine that meets certain requirements.
Microbrewery-Restaurant Private Club - Spirituous Liquor
ACT 334 (HB1498) authorizes a microbrewery-restaurant private club permittee to store and
sell spirituous liquor to members for on-premises consumption, provides the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Division with discretion regarding the revocation of a microbrewery-
restaurant private club permit, and amends the law to include a microbrewery-restaurant
private club as an entity in an entertainment district.
Private Club - Advertising
ACT 801 (HB1177) provides that the prohibition regarding advertising of alcoholic
beverages at a private club does not require a private club to block visibility through the
private club's windows or doors, including without limitation through the use of window
tinting.
State Parks
ACT 655 (SB472) authorizes a state park to sell alcoholic beverages and a third-party vendor
to serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption at the state park without obtaining
a permit from the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division upon approval by the Secretary of the
Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism.

PERMITS
Expansion of Outdoor Dining
ACT 882 (SB523) amends the law concerning the expansion of outdoor dining at restaurants
to include bars as it relates to those establishments holding a valid alcoholic beverage permit
from the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division.
Issuance of Certain Permits in Dry Area
ACT 747 (HB1714) authorizes the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division to issue a distiller or
manufacturer permit to a distiller or manufacturer in a dry area that sells exclusively to
wholesalers and authorizes the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to issue a small farm
winery license to a small farm winery in a dry area that sells exclusively to wholesalers.
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PERMITS
Liquor Permit - Sale of Additional Merchandise
ACT 684 (SB372) allows the holder of a liquor permit to sell clothing or other promotional or
marketing merchandise with logos or graphics of the permittee's business at the permitted
premises.
Microbrewery-Restaurant - Ready-to-Drink Products
ACT 169 (HB1162) authorizes a microbrewery-restaurant to manufacture and sell ready-to-
drink products.
Microbrewery-Restaurant Licensee - Self-Distribution
ACT 207 (HB1021) authorizes a microbrewery-restaurant licensee to self-distribute up to five
thousand (5,000) barrels per year of beer, malt beverage, or hard cider manufactured by the
microbrewery-restaurant licensee to licensed retailers after obtaining a microbrewery-
restaurant wholesale permit.
Microbrewery-Restaurant Private Club - Spirituous Liquor
ACT 334 (HB1498) authorizes a microbrewery-restaurant private club permittee to store and
sell spirituous liquor to members for on-premises consumption, provides the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Division with discretion regarding the revocation of a microbrewery-
restaurant private club permit, and amends the law to include a microbrewery-restaurant
private club as an entity in an entertainment district.
Private Club in Wet Area
ACT 540 (HB1432) authorizes a private club located in a wet area to serve alcoholic
beverages in a sealed container with a food purchase for delivery or for consumption off-
premises.
WHOLESALERS
Residency Requirements
ACT 839 (HB1760) repeals the residency requirements for wholesaler permits related to
alcoholic beverages. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 13,
2023.
ANIMALS
DOMESTIC
Emotional Support Animals
ACT 268 (HB1420) requires that certain written notice be provided to a buyer or recipient of
an emotional support animal, places requirements on a healthcare provider related to the
documentation of a need for an emotional support animal, and provides civil penalties for
misrepresentations related to emotional support animals.
Exemption for Sale or Shipping of Veterinary Medical Use Drugs
ACT 591 (HB1662) exempts from the licensure requirements for a pharmacist and a
pharmacy the sale or shipping of antibiotics and microbials for veterinary medical use
directly from a wholesaler, distributor, pharmacy, or farm store to a client if based on a
prescription from a licensed veterinarian. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after April 11, 2023.
Owner Confinement If Animal Bites a Person
ACT 522 (HB1629) allows an owner of an animal to confine an animal that has received a
current vaccination against rabies if the animal has bitten a person.
CHILDREN
ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Active Duty Service Members
ACT 528 (HB1695) amends the definition of "active duty service member" under the Child
Maltreatment Act to include a member of the armed forces on full-time duty status.
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ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Child Abuse Hotline - Reports
ACT 727 (HB1560) requires the Child Abuse Hotline to document a report of an allegation of
abuse, sexual abuse, or sexual exploitation of an alleged victim who is eighteen (18) years of
age or older and refer the report to local law enforcement if the alleged victim is enrolled in
high school or in the extended foster care program. Additionally, the act prohibits the Child
Abuse Hotline from accepting an anonymous report.
Electronic Signatures for Maltreatment Registry Checks
ACT 710 (SB492) allows a request for a Child Maltreatment Central Registry or Adult and
Long-Term Care Facility Resident Maltreatment Central Registry check to be signed by
electronic signature of the subject of the request as an alternative to the requirement that the
subject of the request provide a notarized signature agreeing to the registry check. The act
declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 11, 2023.
Mandated Reporters - Licensed Massage Therapists
ACT 531 (HB1729) includes a licensed massage therapist in the list of persons who are
mandated reporters under the Child Maltreatment Act.
Mandated Reporters - Statute of Limitations and Exceptions for Failure to Notify
ACT 727 (HB1560) amends the Child Maltreatment Act to include a person who is eighteen
(18) years of age or older and observes abuse, sexual abuse, or sexual exploitation of a child
in the list of mandated reporters of child maltreatment. The act provides the statute of
limitations for failure to notify by a mandated reporter in the first degree and in the second
degree and provides exceptions to the offense of failure to notify by a mandated reporter in
both the first degree and second degree.
Neglect - Sexual Abuse - Grooming - Child Maltreatment Investigations
ACT 364 (SB347) amends definitions under the Arkansas Juvenile Code of 1989 and the
Child Maltreatment Act, including the definitions for "neglect" and "sexual abuse." The act
creates a definition for "grooming" and classifies grooming as an act that qualifies as sexual
abuse under the Arkansas Juvenile Code of 1989 and the Child Maltreatment Act. The act
requires the Child Abuse Hotline to accept a report from a medical provider concerning a
child eleven (11) years of age or younger if there is evidence of the child being pregnant or
having a sexually transmitted disease. The act also changes provisions concerning the
persons to whom information concerning a child maltreatment investigation may be released.

ADOPTION
Home Study and Health, Genetic, and Social History - Exceptions
ACT 326 (HB1448) provides additional exceptions to the requirements for a home study and
for a detailed, written health history and genetic and social history in an adoption case,
including without limitation when the petitioner and the child to be adopted are related to
each other within the third degree of consanguinity and when the petitioner has had a
guardianship of the person over the proposed adoptee for a period of at least one (1) year
immediately before the date the petition for adoption was filed.
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ADOPTION
Residency, Putative Father Registry, and Exchange of Identifying Information
ACT 639 (SB408) provides that the requirement that a description and estimate of value of
any property of an individual to be adopted must be stated in a petition for adoption applies
only to an adoption of a minor. The act provides that the residency requirement for a petition
for adoption of a minor does not apply to a minor who is less than six (6) months of age. The
act also states that the Putative Father Registry does not need to be checked when an order
terminating the rights of the minor's parents has been entered before the filing of the petition
for adoption or when the minor was previously adopted in a separate adoption proceeding.
Additionally, the act allows the exchange of health, genetic, and social history information
that would identify the prospective adoptee's birth parents.

CHILD CARE
Local Regulations - Childcare Facilities
ACT 60 (HB1155) requires a childcare facility to comply with zoning and land use
development regulations of the municipality and county where the childcare facility is located
in order to be licensed. The act requires a local governing authority to treat a childcare
family home as residential property when the local governing authority applies its
regulations. The act also restricts a local governing authority from imposing additional
requirements on a childcare family home that do not also apply to other residential properties
and restricts a local governing authority from imposing stricter requirements on a childcare
family home than the restrictions stated in the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code.

CHILD WELFARE
Background Checks - Child Welfare Agency
ACT 186 (SB212) removes the requirement that a request for a criminal background check be
notarized for the licensing of a child welfare agency. The act also provides for the
submission of an electronic signature on a form for a criminal background check and requires
a criminal background check to be fully complete before a person begins employment or
volunteers with a child welfare agency. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after March 2, 2023.
Commission for Parent Counsel
ACT 618 (SB266) provides qualification requirements for certain appointments to the
Commission for Parent Counsel and provides preferences regarding the qualifications of
other members of the commission.
Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities
ACT 464 (SB309) requires that the license of a psychiatric residential treatment facility be
terminated if the facility has not been in operation for a consecutive twelve-month period.
Standards for Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities for Children
ACT 806 (HB1446) sets standards for the admission of children into a psychiatric residential
treatment facility and requires the Department of Human Services to promulgate rules
regarding minimum standards and metrics governing quality of care provided by a licensed
psychiatric residential treatment facility or a psychiatric hospital that admits children for
behavioral health treatment.
Use of Term "Child Sexual Abuse Material”
ACT 21 (HB1028) replaces the term "child pornography" with the term "child sexual abuse
material" in the Arkansas Code.
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CHILD WELFARE
Voluntary Delivery of a Child - Safe Haven Act
ACT 68 (HB1098) amends the Safe Haven Act to allow a parent to anonymously surrender a
child who is thirty (30) days old or younger without a court order if the parent of the child,
without expressing an intent to return for the child, leaves the child in a newborn safety
device. The act also amends the definitions under the Safe Haven Act to clarify that "fire
department” includes an organization that, although not staffed twenty-four (24) hours per
day by a medical services provider, has a dual alarm system that will dispatch the nearest
applicable first responder to retrieve a child left in a newborn safety device. The act also
provides that a parent may surrender a newborn child under the Safe Haven Act if the parent
leaves the newborn child with medical staff after the birth of the newborn child. The act
further provides that a volunteer fire department may install a newborn safety device if
certain safety requirements are met by the volunteer fire department.

DEPENDENCY-NEGLECT
Family Treatment Specialty Courts
ACT 61 (HB1144) creates a family treatment specialty court within the Arkansas court
system. The act specifies that the family treatment specialty court is an available disposition
within a dependency-neglect proceeding that provides additional supervision for and
treatment of families who are affected by substance use disorders or mental health disorders.
The act provides eligibility requirements for participation in a family treatment specialty
court program and creates a fund to support, benefit, and administer the family treatment
specialty court program.
Safe Haven Act
ACT 348 (SB195) provides that if a parent's or child's identity is accidentally released to the
Department of Human Services when a child thirty (30) days of age or younger is surrendered
under the Safe Haven Act, the parents will retain the same protections from criminal and civil
liability as they would if their identities had remained anonymous. The act regulates when
and how parental rights are terminated after a surrender of a child under the Safe Haven Act
in order for the department to proceed with the filing of a petition for adoption of the child.

FOSTER CARE
Foster Care Leave
ACT 756 (HB1775) creates foster care leave with pay for state employees and provides forty
(40) hours of foster care leave within a calendar year for a state employee.
Foster Care Placement and Family Time - Juvenile's Preferences
ACT 168 (HB1153) allows a juvenile court to consider a juvenile's preferences as to his or
her foster care placement and the exercise of supervised or unsupervised family time during a
dependency-neglect proceeding if the juvenile is of a sufficient age and capacity to reason.
Guardianship Subsidies, Extended Foster Care, Family Time, and Board Payments
ACT 363 (SB346) provides additional considerations for subsidies for guardianships and
adoptions of children in foster care. The act allows a juvenile who is at least eighteen (18)
years of age to reenter extended foster care if the juvenile submits a verbal or written request
to the Department of Human Services and allows the department to provide unsupervised
family time between a juvenile and a parent at any time unless the court has restricted
unsupervised family time. The act also provides that a home study is not required to transfer
custody of a juvenile to the juvenile's parent. Additionally, the act provides board payments
to a relative or fictive kin whose home is opened as a provisional foster home for a period of
no more than six (6) months, unless the home is fully opened as a foster home. The act also
changes the definition of "relative" under the Arkansas Juvenile Code of 1989 to include a
person within the fifth degree of kinship by virtue of marriage.
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FOSTER CARE
Waiver of Fees
ACT 506 (HB1462) waives the cost for the issuance of a certified copy of a person's birth
certificate, a driver's license or identification card, or a copy of the person's transcript from a
public college or university for a youth in foster care or a certified unaccompanied homeless
youth. The act also waives the fee required to participate in a driver education course for a
youth in foster care or a certified unaccompanied homeless youth.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Child Labor - Civil and Criminal Penalties
ACT 687 (SB390) increases the fine amounts of civil penalties and the length of time for
assessing civil penalties related to child labor violations and establishes criminal penalties for
an employer that knowingly violates child labor laws and willfully engages in certain actions
related to child labor violations. The act also clarifies the benefits under the workers'
compensation law related to child labor violations that result in an injury to or the death of a
minor.
Child Labor - Repeals Employment Certificate
ACT 195 (HB1410) revises the child labor laws, creates the Youth Hiring Act of 2023, and
repeals the requirement that an employment certificate be issued by the Director of the
Division of Labor for children under sixteen (16) years of age to be employed.
Protection of Minors from Distribution of Harmful Material
ACT 612 (SB66) establishes liability for the publication or distribution of material harmful to
minors or pornography on the internet except for news or public interest broadcasts, website
videos, reports, or events. The act requires a commercial entity to use a reasonable age
verification method before allowing access to a website that contains a substantial portion of
material that is harmful to minors and clarifies what constitutes a reasonable age verification
method. The act prohibits a commercial entity or third-party vendor that performs a
reasonable age verification from retaining any identifying information of the individual after
access to the material has been granted.
Social Media Platform - Parental Consent
ACT 689 (SB396) prohibits a social media company from permitting a minor in this state to
create a new account on the social media company's social media platform unless the minor
has the express consent of a parent or legal guardian. The act requires reasonable age
verification through a third-party vendor, establishes liability for failure to perform age
verification for use of social media and illegal retention of data, and provides for penalties for
violations, court costs, reasonable attorney's fees, and damages resulting from a minor
assessing a social media platform without parental consent. The act is effective on and after
September 1, 2023.

JUVENILE LAW
Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction Designation
ACT 692 (SB406) allows the state to request an extended juvenile jurisdiction designation in
a delinquency petition or in a separate motion in a delinquency case if the juvenile is fourteen
(14) or fifteen (15) years of age at the time of the alleged offense and is charged with certain
crimes listed in the act or if the juvenile is at least sixteen (16) years of age when he or she
engages in conduct that, if committed by an adult, would be a felony.
Records of Delinquency Adjudications
ACT 271 (HB1472) requires records of a delinquency adjudication under the Arkansas
Juvenile Code of 1989 for a felony involving violence to be kept for ten (10) years after the
last adjudication of delinquency, the date of entry of a guilty or nolo contendere plea, or a
finding of guilty as an adult prior to expungement.
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ANNEXATION
Regional Airport Authority
ACT 769 (SB414) prohibits the annexation of property owned by a regional airport authority
that is not within the corporate limits of a municipality without a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
approval by the members of the authority's board of directors. The act also allows a regional
airport authority to petition a municipality for voluntary annexation.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Regional Airport Authority - Petition for Detachment
ACT 769 (SB414) creates a procedure by which a regional airport authority may petition for
detachment of the property owned by the authority from one (1) or more municipalities in
which the authority's property is located upon the passage of a resolution approved by a vote
of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the board and provides the procedure to be
followed when there is outstanding debt that is secured by or payable from taxes derived from
the operations of the authority.
Regional Airport Authority Board of Directors - Conflict of Interest
ACT 769 (SB414) provides that a member of a regional airport board of directors shall not
participate in, vote on, influence, or attempt to influence an official decision of the board of
directors if he or she has a pecuniary interest in or may exclusively benefit from the matter
being considered by the board of directors subject to certain exceptions.

BUILDING AND ZONING REGULATIONS
Property Within Multiple Municipalities - Option to Choose Development Regulations
ACT 884 (SB547) provides that, subject to certain notice requirements, a property owner who
has contiguous and substantial property within more than one (1) municipality and who plans
to obtain a permit for the development of a permitted use for the contiguous property may
choose to have the development regulations for one (1) municipality where a substantial
portion of the property lies apply for the entire project.

CIVIL SERVICE
Municipal Fire and Police - Maximum Age - Appointments and Promotions
ACT 440 (HB1358) increases the maximum age limit for appointment to a position with a
municipal fire department; provides for the filling of entry-level positions for firefighters; sets
a timeline for filling vacancies for entry-level firefighters; and amends the law concerning the
rules and regulations required to be established in relation to appointments and promotions in
municipal fire departments, the probation period for potential municipal fire department
appointees, when temporary promotions and appointments for vacancies in municipal fire and
police departments are allowed, and the timeline for making promotions when there is a
current eligibles list.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Professional Development Recognition Payments
ACT 357 (SB305) authorizes professional development recognition payments to be made by
a county or a state agency to a county assessor, full-time employee of a county assessor's
office, or a state employee who actively works with property taxes. The act declares an
emergency and is effective on and after March 21, 2023.
Salaries and Per Diems - Elected County Officers and Justices of the Peace - COLA
ACT 366 (SB290) authorizes a one-time cost-of-living adjustment of ten percent (10%) to the
minimum and maximum salaries and per diems of elected county officers and the maximum
per diem compensation of justices of the peace.
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COURTS
Fee for Safekeeping of Wills
ACT 272 (HB1493) increases the fee charged by a clerk of the court to file a will for
safekeeping to five dollars ($5.00).
Marriage License Fees
ACT 273 (HB1494) sets out the fees to be charged and collected by a county clerk when an
application for a marriage license is made.
Speed Trap Law - Failure to Appear - Failure to Pay
ACT 520 (HB1621) amends the definition of "revenue" under the Arkansas Speed Trap Law
to exclude moneys resulting from ancillary actions related to the enforcement of a traffic
offense, including failure to appear and failure to pay.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Payments in Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes - Payment and Collection
ACT 524 (HB1641) provides for the billing and collection of payments in lieu of ad valorem
taxes related to certain leased or purchased property.
Rural Economic Development Initiative
ACT 746 (HB1710) establishes the Rural Economic Development Initiative to provide funds
to planning and development districts for distribution to projects in rural areas to further rural
economic development and revitalization. The act authorizes planning and development
districts to apply to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission for funds to be
distributed to projects within the planning and development district.

ELECTED OFFICERS
Assessor - Reappraisal Schedule
ACT 139 (SB198) requires each county to reappraise all real property in the county every
four (4) years and authorizes the Director of the Assessment Coordination Division to grant
an exception to this requirement in order to reach a substantially equal number of counties
undergoing a reappraisal each year.
City Attorney - Appointed
ACT 116 (HB1335) allows the office of the city attorney to be appointed in a city with a
population of fewer than fifty thousand (50,000). The act is effective on and after September
1,2023.
Coroner - Eligibility and Training Requirements
ACT 33 (HB1014) allows death investigation training for county coroners to be provided
remotely through an online program and authorizes the training requirements to be met by a
training course in medicolegal death investigation that meets the requirements of the
American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators. The act also provides that a person is
not eligible to be a deputy coroner if the person has pleaded guilty or nolo contendere to or
has been found guilty of a felony.
Coroner - Postmortem Examinations - Submission of Decedent by Coroner
ACT 553 (HB1617) lists instances in which a county coroner should submit a decedent to the
State Crime Laboratory for a postmortem examination and requires the county coroner to
submit a decedent to the State Crime Laboratory for a postmortem examination when the
death is by an apparent drug, alcohol, or poison toxicity unless certain circumstances exist.
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ELECTED OFFICERS
Coroner - Records
ACT 340 (HB1557) provides that if a death subject to a coroner's investigation is the subject
of an open and ongoing investigation by a law enforcement agency, all reports issued by the
coroner and the records, files, and information gathered and created during the coroner's
investigation are confidential and deemed exempt from the Freedom of Information Act of
1967 until the conclusion of the open and ongoing investigation by a law enforcement
agency. The act provides that, if a coroner submits a decedent or records, files, or
information related to a decedent to the State Crime Laboratory for forensic examination,
then the records, files, and information received by the coroner from the State Crime
Laboratory regarding the decedent are privileged and confidential in the same manner as
records, files, and information kept, obtained, or retained by the State Crime Laboratory.
County Clerk - Marriage License Fees
ACT 273 (HB1494) sets out the fees to be charged and collected by a county clerk when an
application for a marriage license is made.
County Continuing Education Funds
ACT 449 (HB1541) increases the amount to be paid annually by the quorum court of each
county into the County Treasurers' Continuing Education Fund and the County Collectors'
Continuing Education Fund to eight hundred dollars ($800). The act increases the
distribution of net revenue from the real property transfer tax to sixty thousand five hundred
dollars ($60,500) each to the County Clerks Continuing Education Fund, the Circuit Clerks
Continuing Education Fund, and the County Coroners Continuing Education Fund.
County Sheriff and Tax Collector - Separate in Hempstead County
ACT 12 (HB1090) separates the offices of sheriff and tax collector in Hempstead County,
effective January 1, 2026, and requires the separate positions to be voted on at the 2026
general election.
Sheriff, Tax Collector, and Treasurer - Ouachita County
ACT 447 (HB1517) separates the offices of sheriff and tax collector and consolidates the
offices of tax collector and treasurer in Ouachita County, effective January 1, 2026. The act
provides that at the 2026 general election, the electors shall elect a sheriff and a tax collector -
treasurer.

ELECTIONS
Conservation Districts
ACT 690 (SB402) establishes the procedure for the election of directors to a conservation
district and provides requirements for elected directors seeking reelection. The act also
specifies the voting procedures to be used, the requirements for reporting election results, and
the process for challenging the election process.
County Use of Paper Ballots
ACT 743 (HB1687) amends election procedures concerning the marking and counting of
paper ballots, including requiring the cost of hand-counted paper ballots to rest with the
county choosing to use the hand-counted paper ballots, establishing the procedure used to
hand count the paper ballots, and providing for the watermark required for paper ballots. The
act provides an exception to the requirement that paper ballots be run through an electronic
vote tabulation device before a hand count is conducted. The act also establishes the manner
in which paper ballot votes shall be tabulated, reported, and stored. The act declares an
emergency and is effective on and after April 12, 2023.
Early Voting - County Holidays
ACT 92 (HB1198) removes the restriction on early voting on county holidays.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

ELECTIONS
Party Primaries - Filing Deadlines - Nomination Petitions
ACT 328 (HB1469) standardizes processes and procedures for cities, towns, and
municipalities concerning the conduct of party primaries for municipal offices, filing
deadlines, nomination petitions, and other pre-election and election proceedings.
Tabulation of Unopposed Office - City Clerk
ACT 647 (SB447) removes the city clerk from the list of races that shall be tabulated if the
position is an unopposed position.

ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICTS
Microbrewery-Restaurant Private Club
ACT 334 (HB1498) amends the law to include a microbrewery-restaurant private club as an
entity in an entertainment district.
Removal of Advertising and Promotion Tax Requirement
ACT 34 (HB1024) eliminates the requirement that a city, a municipality, or an incorporated
town levy an advertising and promotion tax to be able to establish an entertainment district.

FINANCE
Audits - Failure of Municipality to File Required Report
ACT 453 (HB1571) provides that if certain required reports are not filed with the Legislative
Auditor on behalf of a municipality within eighteen (18) months after the end of the fiscal
year that the required report covers, the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee may give
notice of that fact to the Treasurer of State, who shall then withhold the municipality's
turnback funds in escrow until notified by the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee that all
required reports covering periods through the most recent fiscal year have been filed, at
which time the escrowed turnback funds shall be released to the municipality. The act
provides that, if turnback funds are held longer than twelve (12) months, the turnback funds
shall be redistributed to all other municipalities receiving turnback funds, and the
municipality shall not accrue additional turnback funds until all required reports covering
periods through the most recent fiscal year have been filed. The act is effective on and after
June 30, 2024.
Bonds - Use of Revenues from Amendment 101
ACT 130 (HB1308) authorizes the use of revenues received from Arkansas Constitution,
Amendment 101, for bonds for surface transportation projects and provides that the revenues
received from Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 101, are not subject to sales and use tax
refunds or deductions, transfers, or distributions to the Constitutional Officers Fund or the
State Central Services Fund. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after
February 24, 2023.
Capital Improvements - Cemetery Facilities
ACT 718 (SB533) amends the definition of "capital improvements of a public nature" under
the Local Government Bond Act of 1985 to include cemetery facilities and apparatus.
Definition of ""General Revenue' as Applied to Repayments to Street Fund
ACT 127 (HB1031) defines the term "general revenue" for purposes of the law concerning
the repayments required to be made to the street fund by a city or incorporated town that has
spent funds credited to the street fund in a manner that is inconsistent with statutory purposes.
The act also repeals language concerning a one-time transfer of funds under the Highway
Improvement Revenue Act of 2007.
FUN Parks Grants Program
ACT 668 (SB560) amends the FUN Parks Grants Program to remove the limitation on the
number of new FUN parks that may be constructed and increases the maximum population
for a community to be eligible for an outdoor recreation facility under the program.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

FINANCE
Purchases and Contracts - Method of Evaluation
ACT 208 (HB1318) authorizes a city to base its award of a contract to purchase supplies,
apparatus, equipment, materials, and other items on the lowest immediate cost, the lowest
demonstrated life cycle cost, the lowest demonstrated term costs, or a combination of one (1)
or more of these costs if the city provides notice of the method of evaluation based on these
costs in the bid notice.
Redevelopment Districts - Bonds
ACT 838 (HB1759) repeals the law prohibiting a redevelopment district from being in
existence for a period longer than forty (40) years and requires that bonds or notes issued
with respect to a redevelopment district mature over a period not to exceed thirty (30) years.
Revenue Bonds - Water and Sewer Systems in Receivership
ACT 555 (HB1636) authorizes revenue bonds to be issued on behalf of a municipality, public
facilities board, or public water authority that owns a water system, sewer system, or
combined water and sewer system for which a receiver has been appointed.

GENERALLY
Adult-Oriented Performances
ACT 131 (SB43) prohibits an adult-oriented performance from being performed on public
property, admitting a minor for attendance, or being funded in whole or part with public
funds.
Leave for Military Service
ACT 529 (HB1703) requires a county or municipality to provide leave for military service to
a full-time deputy sheriff, police officer, or firefighter under certain circumstances.

POLICE AND FIRE
Duties Prescribed by Municipality
ACT 103 (HB1175) authorizes the governing body of a city or town to prescribe the duties,
define the powers, and promulgate the policies applicable to municipal police departments
and fire departments.
Municipal Bomb Squad Members - Carrying a Handgun
ACT 166 (HB1018) allows members of a municipal fire department bomb squad to carry a
handgun in certain locations and to carry a concealed handgun without a license if they meet
certain requirements.

PROCEDURES
Arkansas Self-Insured Cyber Response Program
ACT 846 (HB1780) establishes the Arkansas Self-Funded Cyber Response Program, the
Arkansas Cyber Response Board, and the Arkansas Self-Funded Cyber Response Program to
provide coverage for cybersecurity incidents and risks, damages, or losses caused by a
cyberattack committed against a county, municipality, or school district. The act establishes
the duties of the board, including establishing minimum cybersecurity standards and criteria
for participating governmental entities and creating a cyber response panel, and establishes
the duties of the Insurance Commissioner. The act authorizes the board to establish security
requirements for a participating governmental entity that has been subject to a cyberattack
and determinations of coverage and remediation and provides a procedure for future
enrollment by the State of Arkansas and higher education entities to participate in the
program.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES
PROCEDURES

Arkansas Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Act - Violations
ACT 309 (SB297) clarifies that a person who violates the Arkansas Underground Facilities
Damage Prevention Act is required to undergo training in underground facilities damage
prevention and is subject to civil penalties. The act modifies the threshold amount of
property damage to the federal standards for each violation for each day that the violation
exists. The act authorizes the Attorney General, the county prosecutor, and the city attorney
to settle with violators and requires the Attorney General to produce a quarterly report to the
Legislative Council, the One Call Center, and the Office of Pipeline Safety of the Arkansas
Public Service Commission concerning complaints and fines under the Arkansas
Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Act. The act exempts from the notice
requirements to the One Call Center the use of specialized equipment that is specifically
designed to excavate without damaging underground facilities and clarifies the identification
of the location of underground facilities. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after March 16, 2023.
Battery-Charged Fences
ACT 267 (HB1406) clarifies the ability of a county or municipality to adopt or enforce an
ordinance, order, or rule to regulate battery-charged fences. The act does not apply to a fence
used for agricultural or aquacultural purposes.
County Treasurer - Financial Records
ACT 472 (SB374) requires a county treasurer to maintain all bank records, financial records,
and bank deposits and to provide financial information to the county judge and the quorum
court in certain circumstances.
Digital Asset Mining Business
ACT 851 (HB1799) clarifies the regulations and guidelines applicable to digital asset mining
businesses operating in this state and prohibits local governments from engaging in certain
regulatory activities in relation to digital asset mining businesses.
Municipal Airports - Peer-to-Peer Car Sharing
ACT 686 (SB388) requires insurance coverage for peer-to-peer car-sharing programs; allows
an individual other than the owner of the motor vehicle to use the motor vehicle through a
peer-to-peer car-sharing program; and establishes the requirements for notice of liens, record
keeping, exemptions and vicarious liability, contributions against indemnification, consumer
protection disclosures, driver's license verification and data retention, responsibility for
equipment, and safety recalls.
Municipal Regulation - Use of Refrigerant
ACT 443 (HB1440) prohibits a municipality or the HVACR Licensing Board from limiting
the use of refrigerants designated as acceptable for use under federal law if the refrigerant is
installed in accordance with safety standards and use conditions.
Pet Sales - Prohibition
ACT 730 (HB1591) clarifies the applicability of the Arkansas Retail Pet Store Consumer
Protection Act of 1991 to local governments and prohibits a local government from passing
an ordinance, resolution, or regulation that prohibits a retail pet store from acquiring an
animal from a cattery, kennel, or dealer or selling an animal that is acquired from a cattery,
kennel, or dealer to a person.
Pro-Life Designation
ACT 699 (SB446) allows a county, municipality, or other political subdivision to state by
resolution that it is a "Pro-Life City," a "Pro-Life County," or a "Pro-Life Political
Subdivision" and to promote the designation through certain activities.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

PROCEDURES
Regulation - Underground Gas Storage Facility
ACT 551 (HB1572) prohibits a municipality, county, special district, or political subdivision
from adopting or applying certain regulations, ordinances, policies, or resolutions related to
underground gas storage facilities, fuel retailers, and related transportation infrastructure.
Universal Basic Income Program - Prohibited
ACT 822 (HB1681) prohibits a state agency or local government from administering,
enacting, or enforcing a universal basic income program that provides individuals with a
regular guaranteed cash payment.

PROPERTY
Fast-Track Permits
ACT 497 (HB1207) provides a pathway to obtain a local government official's approval of a
permit related to the development of a residential, multifamily, commercial, or industrial
improvement within sixty (60) days from the date the local government official receives the
request for permit.
Leased Motor Vehicles - Special License Plate for Public Use
ACT 210 (HB1351) authorizes a county, city, or incorporated town that leases a motor
vehicle for a period of twelve (12) months or more as property of the county, city, or
incorporated town to display a special license plate issued for public use vehicles of local
government.
Presenting Deeds and Plats for Recording
ACT 277 (SB287) provides certain prohibitions on and requirements for presenting a map,
plat, survey, deed, other instrument of transfer, or other document for recording with the
county recorder.
Property Within Multiple Municipalities - Option to Choose Development Regulations
ACT 884 (SB547) provides that, subject to certain notice requirements, a property owner who
has contiguous and substantial property within more than one (1) municipality and who plans
to obtain a permit for the development of a permitted use for the contiguous property may
choose to have the development regulations for one (1) municipality where a substantial
portion of the property lies apply for the entire project.
Vacating Street or Alley - Abutting Property Owned by Museum
ACT 843 (HB1777) allows a city or town council, under certain circumstances, to vacate a
street or alley or a section of the street or alley when a museum owns all property abutting the
street or alley to be vacated.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE
Rural Community Projects - FUN Parks Grants Program
ACT 668 (SB560) amends the FUN Parks Grants Program to remove the limitation on the
number of new FUN parks that may be constructed and increases the maximum population
for a community to be eligible for an outdoor recreation facility under the program.
Sky Lantern Use Permits
ACT 112 (HB1258) amends the prohibition on the sale or use of sky lanterns and authorizes
cities of the first class and cities of the second class to issue permits for use of sky lanterns
and to revoke the permit in certain circumstances.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

PURCHASING
Professional Services Definitions
ACT 818 (HB1652) amends the definition of "construction management" for purposes of the
procurement of professional services to include agency construction management and at-risk
construction management involving a political subdivision and amends the definition of
"political subdivision" for purposes of the procurement of professional services to include all
bodies politic.

RETIREMENT
Cities of the First Class - Retirement Systems or Plans
ACT 437 (HB1303) authorizes a city of the first class that has a retirement benefit system or
plan for members of the governing body of the city of the first class to amend, repeal, or
reinstate the system or plan by ordinance.
Health Benefits - Police Officers
ACT 535 (HB1257) expands health benefit coverage for an eligible police officer retiree of a
municipality or county who is eligible to retire with full retirement benefits but is not eligible
for Medicare enrollment until the eligible police officer retiree is a Medicare-eligible person.
The act is retroactive and applies to an eligible police officer retiree who retired between
January 1, 2017, and August 1, 2023, to provide a guaranteed issue period of ninety (90)
days.
Mayors of Cities of the First Class
ACT 496 (HB1203) allows a mayor of a city of the first class to count previous or subsequent
years of service in employment with the same city that he or she is a mayor of toward the
mayor's retirement. The act prohibits a mayor who receives a retirement benefit from a city
in this manner from collecting any other retirement benefit based upon service for the same
period from any other state authorized plan.

STREETS AND ROADS
Automated Enforcement Devices - Highway Work Zones
ACT 707 (SB481) authorizes a county government, a city government, or a department of
state government to use an automated enforcement device to detect and enforce a violation of
traffic laws or ordinances in a highway work zone. The act requires that a citation be issued
to the violator by a certified law enforcement officer at the time of the violation. The act
prohibits the retention of any automated enforcement device data that is not related to an
active criminal or civil investigation.

TAXES
Election Required to Levy or Increase Advertising and Promotion Tax
ACT 190 (HB1027) requires that the question of levying or increasing an advertising and
promotion tax be submitted to the voters at a special election. The act declares an emergency
and is effective on and after March 6, 2023.
Prohibition on Levying Local Income Tax
ACT 96 (HB1026) prohibits local governments from levying an income tax.

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Title 14
ACT 203 (HB1285) makes technical corrections recommended by the Arkansas Code
Revision Commission to Title 14 of the Arkansas Code.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

WATER AND WASTEWATER
Retail Water Providers
ACT 545 (HB1515) authorizes a retail water provider to implement a recommended rate
increase over an extended period of time if recommended by a rate study, provides that a
provider may spend any amount of the provider's cash savings at any time for refurbishment
and replacement of the provider's water facilities and other real property, requires the
provider to deposit a different amount of the provider's gross revenue into a dedicated
refurbishment and replacement account if recommended by a rate study, amends the training
requirement for a member of the provider board, and exempts certain providers subject to a
federal court decree or judgment from certain requirements during the time that the provider
is subject to the federal court decree or judgment.

ZONING
Childcare Facilities
ACT 60 (HB1155) requires a childcare facility to comply with zoning and land use
development regulations of the municipality and county where the childcare facility is located
in order to be licensed. The act requires a local governing authority to treat a childcare
family home as residential property when the local governing authority applies its
regulations. The act also restricts a local governing authority from imposing additional
requirements on a childcare family home that do not also apply to other residential properties
and restricts a local governing authority from imposing stricter requirements on a childcare
family home than the restrictions stated in the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code.

CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE

ACTIONS AGAINST THE STATE
Religious Freedom Restoration Act - Cause of Action
ACT 733 (HB1615) amends the Arkansas Religious Freedom Restoration Act by providing
that the act shall be construed in favor of a broad protection of free exercise of religious
beliefs. The act also prohibits government discrimination against religious organizations
based on the religious organizations' religious identity or conduct, creates a private right of
action against the state government, and provides a defense in a judicial or administrative
proceeding.
Settlement Funds
ACT 526 (HB1674) relocates the accounting and use of settlement funds in which the state is
a party from the Consumer Protection Division of the Attorney General's office to the office
of Attorney General.

ATTORNEY'S FEES
Guardianship Proceedings
ACT 326 (HB1448) allows the award of attorney's fees and costs in a guardianship
proceeding in certain instances and upon reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard by
the parties, including in matters in which a party has acted in bad faith or with actual malice
or when the court has found a party in contempt of court, if the bad faith, actual malice, or
contemptuous behavior caused another party to incur attorney's fees.

CAUSES OF ACTION
Damage to or Destruction of Bridge by Overweight Vehicle
ACT 887 (SB567) creates civil liability for a person who damages or destroys a bridge, other
than a wooden bridge that is less than twenty feet (20"), by operating an overweight vehicle
over the bridge and provides for the damages that are recoverable under the civil action.
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CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE

CAUSES OF ACTION
Liability for Human Trafficking
ACT 354 (SB282) permits a civil action to be brought by a victim of human trafficking
against any person or entity that knew or should have known that the victim was a human
trafficking victim and against any person or entity that benefitted financially from the human
trafficking.
Protection from Civil Liability - Firearms
ACT 749 (HB1737) creates the Property Owner's Right to Allow Firearms Act and provides
that, if a property owner allows for all nonemployees on the property to carry a loaded
firearm, the property owner is not subject to civil liability for any damage, injury, or death
resulting from a nonemployee using a loaded firearm on or near the property. The act
provides that the fact that a property owner allows for all nonemployees on the property to
carry a loaded firearm shall not be used to infer or impute liability in any cause of action
against the property owner. The act provides that protection from civil liability does not
apply to intentional or reckless conduct by the property owner and provides certain
exceptions that allow a property owner to prohibit an individual from carrying a loaded
firearm on the property and remain protected from civil liability.

EVIDENCE AND WITNESSES
Medical Records - Fees
ACT 765 (SB359) amends the law concerning access to medical records for a legal
proceeding to include access for the adjustment of an insurance claim or the processing and
underwriting of a life insurance policy application. The act sets limits on the amounts that a
medical provider may charge for medical records that are requested for a legal proceeding or
insurance claim and regulates the format in which certain medical records must be provided.

JUDGMENTS
Thresholds for Settlement Agreements Involving Minors - Procedures
ACT 468 (SB342) establishes standards and procedures for settling claims involving minors
through settlement agreements. The act clarifies the circumstances in which a minor's
guardian may enter into a settlement agreement with a person or party against whom the
minor has a claim. The act provides requirements for the retention of records by the attorney
representing the guardian or minor, if any, and provides a process for disbursements under
settlement agreements. The act states that a guardian acting in good faith on behalf of a
minor is not liable to the minor for moneys paid in the settlement or any other claim in
relation to the settlement.

LIMITATIONS
Gender Transition Procedure Performed on a Minor - Medical Malpractice
ACT 274 (SB199) establishes a statute of limitation of fifteen (15) years after the date on
which a minor turns eighteen (18) years of age in cases in which a gender transition
procedure is performed on a minor and the minor is injured by the procedure, related
treatment, or the after-effects of the procedure or treatment. The act provides that consent to
a gender transition procedure is voluntary and informed only if it meets certain criteria.
Proving or Disproving Paternity
ACT 763 (SB312) provides that a court proceeding to determine the parentage of a child may
be commenced at any time, but if the child is eighteen (18) years of age or older, only the
child may initiate a paternity proceeding. The act also provides that a proceeding to disprove
the father-child relationship between a child and the child's presumed father may be brought
at any time under certain circumstances.
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CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE

LIMITATIONS
Retroactive Child Support
ACT 623 (SB311) limits the period of time for which retroactive child support may be
awarded and provides for the effective date of a child support order if the parent ordered to
pay child support was not served with the petition, complaint, or other initial pleading under
Rule 4 of the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure and the parent was not intentionally evading
service. The act additionally provides that, if the petitioner is the person for whom support
was owed during his or her minority, the petitioner may be awarded support for the last three
(3) years before the petitioner reached the age of majority.
Vulnerable Victims - Age Limitation
ACT 616 (SB204) removes the requirement that a vulnerable victim bring a civil action
before he or she reaches fifty-five (55) years of age against a party who committed sexual
abuse against the vulnerable victim or whose tortious conduct caused the vulnerable victim to
be a victim of sexual abuse. The act also amends the commencement date for civil actions
brought under the act.

PROCEEDINGS
Antisemitism Defined for Discrimination Actions
ACT 126 (SB118) defines the term “antisemitism” for purposes of reviewing, investigating,
or determining whether there has been a violation of law or policy prohibiting discriminatory
acts or practices based on race, religion, ethnicity, or national origin. The act also requires
that, when educating state personnel on issues related to discrimination, diversity, equity,
inclusion, and antibias training, the definition of "antisemitism" be used and incorporated as
an educational tool.
Civil Rights - Natural, Protective, or Cultural Hairstyle
ACT 514 (HB1576) establishes the Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair
(CROWN) Act that prohibits discrimination based upon natural, protective, or cultural
hairstyles in public schools and in state-supported two-year and four-year institutions of
higher education and adds definitions to the Arkansas Civil Rights Act of 1993 related to
natural, protective, or cultural hairstyles.

COMMERCIAL LAW

BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS
Annual Report or Disclosure Statement - Name Availability
ACT 715 (SB513) clarifies that a limited liability partnership, foreign limited liability
partnership, nonprofit domestic corporation, nonprofit foreign corporation, or nonprofit
corporation that does not file an annual report or annual disclosure statement on or before
January 31 of each year shall be proclaimed by the Secretary of State as not current and
delinquent and provides the requirements for an entity to be reinstated. The act allows the
name of an entity to be available after five (5) years of the entity not filing an annual
disclosure statement.
Charging Order
ACT 795 (HB1020) amends the Uniform Limited Liability Company Act to clarify the rights
of members under a charging order.
Charitable Organizations - Annual Financial Report
ACT 338 (HB1532) modifies the requirements concerning annual financial reports of
charitable organizations to be based on contributions rather than gross revenues and clarifies
that certain charitable organizations are required to file an audited financial statement
prepared by an independent certified public accountant.
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COMMERCIAL LAW

BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS
Charitable Organizations - Contributions
ACT 708 (SB484) excludes from a charitable organization's contribution calculation any
bequests and testamentary distributions from trusts for purposes of the contribution threshold
for charitable organizations to submit an audited financial statement.
Name Availability - Standards
ACT 256 (SB205) allows small business owners to form a legal entity in this state, clarifies
the procedures and standards used for name availability for certain corporations and limited
liability companies, establishes that the only standard to be used for name availability for a
corporation or legal entity is that the name is distinguishable, and removes the standard of
whether or not the name is confusingly similar.
Nonprofit Agricultural Membership Organization - Health Benefits
ACT 626 (SB324) exempts a nonprofit agricultural membership organization from the
Arkansas Insurance Code, the rules promulgated by the Insurance Commissioner, and the
laws concerning hospital and medical service corporations if the nonprofit agricultural
membership organization meets certain requirements.
Real Estate License Law - Professional Limited Liability Company
ACT 93 (HB1265) allows a broker or salesman to do business as a professional limited
liability company.
Unincorporated Nonprofit Association - Governing Principles
ACT 599 (HB1816) clarifies that members of an unincorporated nonprofit association retain
the right to adopt, amend, restate, or repeal the governing principles by majority approval of
its members under the Revised Uniform Unincorporated Nonprofit Association Act.

BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS
Event Tickets - Resale
ACT 590 (HB1650) repeals the criminal law prohibiting the resale of tickets in excess of their
regular price to certain events, allows for the resale of tickets, prohibits a local government
from regulating or prohibiting the sale or resale of a ticket for admission to a legal event at
any price or prohibiting the charge of any fee in connection with the sale or resale, regulates
the sale by an institution of higher education or its designee of a ticket to a collegiate sporting
event held in this state, and regulates the refund process for event tickets. The act establishes
criminal penalties for counterfeit event tickets and penalties for violations of the Event
Ticketing and Resale Consumer Protection Act. The act declares an emergency and is
effective on and after April 11, 2023.
Franchise Agreements
ACT 847 (HB1783) clarifies the relationship between a franchisee and a franchisor in this
state and allows for the transfer of a franchise from a franchisee or franchise owner to the
spouse, child, or heir of the franchisee or franchise owner in certain circumstances. Sections
1 and 3 of this act concerning legislative findings and the applicability of the Arkansas
Franchise Practices Act are retroactive to the passage of Acts 1991, No. 411.
Secretary of State - Processing Fees
ACT 459 (SB207) modifies the Arkansas Corporate Franchise Tax Practices Act of 1979 to
allow for the collection of processing fees for documents delivered by electronic means,
creates the Secretary of State Business and Commercial Services Electronic Filing System
Fund to pay for the maintenance and support of the business and commercial services
electronic filing system of the Secretary of State, and substitutes "revocation" for "forfeiture."
The act clarifies the restrictions on a corporation or limited liability company due to
nonpayment of franchise taxes and clarifies the process for determining who is substantially
connected to a corporation or limited liability company.
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COMMERCIAL LAW

CONTRACTS
Publicity Rights - Student-Athletes
ACT 589 (HB1649) amends the Arkansas Student-Athlete Publicity Rights Act to apply to a
student-athlete who has been accepted for admission or signed a National Letter of Intent or
other written agreement to enroll in an institution of higher education within the state or who
is enrolled in an institution of higher education. The act allows a charitable organization that
is exempt under federal law to compensate student-athletes for the commercial use of the
student-athlete's publicity rights; clarifies that a student-athlete may rescind a publicity rights
contract if the student-athlete is no longer eligible to participate in any intercollegiate
athletics program at an institution of higher education; clarifies that an institution of higher
education, its supporting foundations, or its authorized entities are not required to compensate
a student-athlete for any use of the student-athlete's publicity rights; clarifies that
compensation or a promise to compensate for use of a student-athlete's publicity rights for
purposes of recruiting or inducing the student-athlete to enroll at another institution of higher
education is prohibited; creates a cause of action for violations; and clarifies liability for
damages related to an intercollegiate student-athlete's ability or inability to earn
compensation. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 11, 2023.

DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
Legal Tender
ACT 595 (HB1718) reaffirms gold and silver coin as legal tender in this state and clarifies
that specie or legal tender may be recognized to pay debts.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Bank Commissioner - Background Check
ACT 297 (HB1483) requires the Bank Commissioner to retain a criminal background check
for at least three (3) years from the commissioner's receipt of the criminal background check.
Bank Commissioner - Emergency Powers
ACT 298 (HB1484) expands the use of emergency powers of the Bank Commissioner in
certain circumstances. The act allows for the temporary closure of a branch office due to an
event beyond the bank's control if the bank receives the written permission of the
commissioner and services at the site are expected to be restored in a timely manner.

PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
Esports Tournaments
ACT 439 (HB1349) allows paid esports tournaments to be conducted in this state, states that
paid esports tournaments do not constitute gambling, clarifies that paid and nonpaid esports
tournaments are exempt from criminal laws concerning gambling, and clarifies that income
earned by esports tournament competitors or esports tournament organizers is taxable. The
act prohibits wagering on the outcome of an esports tournament.
Loan Officer - License
ACT 325 (HB1439) clarifies the process of sponsorship under the Fair Mortgage Lending
Act, amends the requirements for a license under the Fair Mortgage Lending Act, and defines
"sponsor" to mean a mortgage broker or mortgage banker licensed under the Fair Mortgage
Lending Act that has assumed the responsibility for and agrees to supervise the actions of a
loan officer or transitional loan officer. The act provides that, if employment of a loan officer
or transitional loan officer is surrendered or canceled, the sponsor may take certain actions,
including terminating the sponsorship of the loan officer or transitional loan officer,
extinguishing the rights of the loan officer or transitional loan officer to engage in any
mortgage loan activity, and designating the license as approved-inactive until another sponsor
files an application for the loan officer.
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COMMERCIAL LAW

SECURITIES
Arkansas Securities Act - Offenses
ACT 324 (HB1436) allows the Securities Commissioner to deny, suspend, make conditional
or probationary, or revoke registration under the Arkansas Securities Act if the applicant or
registrant pled guilty or nolo contendere in a domestic, foreign, or military court to a
misdemeanor involving fraud, false statements or omissions, wrongful taking of property,
bribery, perjury, forgery, counterfeiting, extortion, or a conspiracy to commit any of these
offenses.
Uniform Money Services Act
ACT 442 (HB1438) amends the definitions under the Uniform Money Services Act; excludes
the exchange, transfer, or storage of virtual currency under the Uniform Money Services Act;
and clarifies that an individual in control of a licensee or applicant, key individuals, or any
individual who seeks to acquire control of a licensee shall submit fingerprint information
unless certain circumstances exist, personal history and experience, and, for certain
individuals, an investigative background report prepared by an independent search firm. The
act requires a licensee to have a surety bond and establishes net worth requirements for
determining the amount of the surety bond that is required. The act provides that the
Securities Commissioner may request that documentation be provided to him or her with
notice of seven (7) business days. The act also clarifies the procedure for the acquisition of
control of a licensee, requires records maintained outside the state to be accessible and
available to the commissioner, establishes a procedure for timely transmission of money
received by a licensee, regulates the process for refunds of money transmission, and regulates
the process for receipts. The act modifies the requirements related to the maintenance of
permissible investments, allows the commissioner to establish rules related to the liquidity
and quality of permissible investments, clarifies items that qualify as permissible investments,
and details the requirements for a letter of credit under the Uniform Money Services Act.
The act repeals the license terms for money transmission and currency exchange under the
Uniform Money Services Act.

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS - BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LAW
Title 4
ACT 108 (HB1278) makes technical corrections recommended by the Arkansas Code
Revision Commission to Title 4 of the Arkansas Code.

CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Election Integrity Unit
ACT 544 (HB1513) creates the Election Integrity Unit within the Attorney General's Office
and requires the unit to establish and maintain the Arkansas Election Integrity Database. The
act requires the unit to track alleged election law violations, respond to complaints, and
investigate alleged violations and allows the unit to institute civil proceedings to enforce
election laws. The act also requires the State Board of Election Commissioners to prepare
certain reports.
Reports of Improper or Illegal Practices
ACT 632 (SB363) provides that if an audit report related to an entity of the state is presented
to the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee and reflects evidence of improper practices of
financial administration or inadequacy of fiscal records, the Legislative Auditor shall report
the findings to the Attorney General. The act also requires the Legislative Auditor to notify
and cooperate with the Attorney General on all matters that appear to involve a criminal
offense and to cooperate in other investigations by the Attorney General upon request and
with the approval of the cochairs of the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee.
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CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

ATTORNEY GENERAL
One Call Center
ACT 309 (SB297) clarifies that a person who violates the Arkansas Underground Facilities
Damage Prevention Act is required to undergo training in underground facilities damage
prevention and is subject to civil penalties. The act modifies the threshold amount of
property damage to the federal standards for each violation for each day that the violation
exists. The act authorizes the Attorney General, the county prosecutor, and the city attorney
to settle with violators and requires the Attorney General to produce a quarterly report to the
Legislative Council, the One Call Center, and the Office of Pipeline Safety of the Arkansas
Public Service Commission concerning complaints and fines under the Arkansas
Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Act. The act exempts from the notice
requirements to the One Call Center the use of specialized equipment that is specifically
designed to excavate without damaging underground facilities and clarifies the identification
of the location of underground facilities. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after March 16, 2023.
Settlement Funds
ACT 526 (HB1674) relocates the accounting and use of settlement funds in which the state is
a party from the Consumer Protection Division of the Attorney General's office to the office
of Attorney General.

COMMISSIONER OF STATE LANDS
Errors - Erroneous Sales
ACT 53 (HB1164) establishes the authority of the Commissioner of State Lands to correct
errors arising from erroneous sales.
Funds
ACT 172 (HB1191) requires all funds of the Commissioner of State Lands to be deposited
into a financial institution in Arkansas or United States Treasury Securities. The act requires
tax-delinquent parcels that are incorrectly certified to be returned to the county and repeals
the reassessment of parcels of land outside of towns and cities based on the depreciation since
forfeiture.

GOVERNOR
Pardon Applications Denied with Prejudice
ACT 742 (HB1678) authorizes the Governor to deny an application for pardon, commutation
of sentence, and remission of fines and forfeitures with prejudice.
Submission of Appointments for Senate Confirmation
ACT 794 (SB413) requires the Governor to submit appointments that require approval of the
Senate within ten (10) days of the appointment, authorizes the Rules Committee of the Senate
to meet during the interim for the purpose of considering confirmation of board and
commission appointees, and requires the President Pro Tempore of the Senate to call a Senate
business meeting at least every three (3) months in the interim to consider recommendations
from the Rules Committee concerning appointments. The act declares an emergency and is
effective on and after April 12, 2023.

MEMBER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Reimbursement for Attendance at National or Regional Conferences
ACT 767 (SB393) requires the Speaker of the House of Representatives or his or her
designee and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate or his or her designee to determine the
amount of reimbursement for attendance at national or regional conferences by members of
the General Assembly.
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CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS
SECRETARY OF STATE

Annual Report - Name Availability
ACT 715 (SB513) clarifies that a limited liability partnership, foreign limited liability
partnership, nonprofit domestic corporation, nonprofit foreign corporation, or nonprofit
corporation that does not file an annual report or annual disclosure statement on or before
January 31 of each year shall be proclaimed by the Secretary of State as not current and
delinquent and provides the requirements for an entity to be reinstated. The act allows the
name of an entity to be available after five (5) years of the entity not filing an annual
disclosure statement.
Code of Arkansas Rules
ACT 80 (SB87) amends the law concerning the creation and implementation of the Code of
Arkansas Rules, including requiring the Secretary of State to work with the Bureau of
Legislative Research to implement and maintain a system that notifies the Bureau of
Legislative Research when a final rule is filed with the Secretary of State; allowing the
Bureau of Legislative Research, in consultation with the Secretary of State, to develop an
electronic filing system to facilitate filing a rule in conjunction with the Code of Arkansas
Rules; and establishing a process for a proposed rule and an existing rule being amended or
repealed by a proposed rule to remain valid for a period of time after the Code of Arkansas
Rules becomes effective to allow for the proposed rule to become a final rule and then be
incorporated into the Code of Arkansas Rules.
Name Availability - Standards
ACT 256 (SB205) clarifies the procedures and standards used for name availability for
certain corporations and limited liability companies, establishes that the only standard to be
used for name availability for a corporation or legal entity is that the name is distinguishable,
and removes the standard of whether or not the name is confusingly similar.
New Federal Election Guidance - Notification
ACT 294 (HB1461) creates a legislative review process for new federal election guidance
and requires the Secretary of State to collect and be notified of new federal election guidance.
Processing Fees
ACT 459 (SB207) modifies the Arkansas Corporate Franchise Tax Practices Act of 1979 to
allow for the collection of processing fees for documents delivered by electronic means,
creates the Secretary of State Business and Commercial Services Electronic Filing System
Fund to pay for the maintenance and support of the business and commercial services
electronic filing system of the Secretary of State, and substitutes "revocation" for "forfeiture."
The act clarifies the restrictions on a corporation or limited liability company due to
nonpayment of franchise taxes and clarifies the process for determining who is substantially
connected to a corporation or limited liability company.
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CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

TREASURER OF STATE
Environmental, Social Justice, or Governance Scores
ACT 411 (HB1307) regulates the use of environmental, social justice, or governance scores
and authorizes the Treasurer of State to divest investments or obligations due to the use of
environmental, social justice, or governance-related metrics. The act creates the ESG
Oversight Committee to determine whether a financial services provider is discriminating
against energy companies or firearms entities or otherwise refusing to deal based on the use
of environmental, social justice, or governance-related metrics and to compile a list of those
financial services providers. The act requires the Treasurer of State to publish a list on the
Treasurer of State's website of financial services providers that are discriminating against
energy and firearms entities and allows a process for a financial services provider to be
removed from the list. The act clarifies the sources of information that may be used by the
committee to compile the list and requires that state investments be made in the sole interest
of the beneficiary state taxpayer. The act prohibits a public entity from investing cash funds
with a financial services provider if the financial services provider is on the list unless certain
circumstances exist.
Withholding of Turnback Funds upon Failure to File Required Report
ACT 453 (HB1571) provides that if certain required reports are not filed with the Legislative
Auditor on behalf of a municipality within eighteen (18) months after the end of the fiscal
year that the required report covers, the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee may give
notice of that fact to the Treasurer of State, who shall then withhold the municipality's
turnback funds in escrow until notified by the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee that all
required reports covering periods through the most recent fiscal year have been filed, at
which time the escrowed turnback funds shall be released to the municipality. The act
provides that, if turnback funds are held longer than twelve (12) months, the turnback funds
shall be redistributed to all other municipalities receiving turnback funds, and the
municipality shall not accrue additional turnback funds until all required reports covering
periods through the most recent fiscal year have been filed. The act is effective on and after
June 30, 2024.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

DECEPTIVE TRADE PRACTICES
Net Metering - Bond and Financial Security
ACT 476 (SB483) requires that a person who sells or leases a net-metering facility or
provides a net-metering service to a net-metering customer have a bond, commercial general
liability insurance coverage, and an applicable contractor's license. The act declares an
emergency and is effective on and after April 4, 2023.
Net Metering - Customer Protections
ACT 278 (SB295) requires certain information to be provided to a net-metering customer and
allows the Attorney General to enforce this requirement under the Arkansas Deceptive Trade
Practices Act. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after March 13, 2023.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Digital Currency Tracker - Prohibited
ACT 596 (HB1720) prohibits the tracking of an individual's location and purchases through
the use of a digital currency tracker except when a warrant has been issued in a criminal or
civil court case that expressly authorizes the tracking of the individual's purchases or the
individual knows and consents to the digital currency tracker. The act clarifies the
relationship between state and federal law regarding governmental access to financial records
of a customer of a financial institution.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Event Ticketing and Resale
ACT 590 (HB1650) repeals the criminal law prohibiting the resale of tickets in excess of their
regular price to certain events, allows for the resale of tickets, prohibits a local government
from regulating or prohibiting the sale or resale of a ticket for admission to a legal event at
any price or prohibiting the charge of any fee in connection with the sale or resale, regulates
the sale by an institution of higher education or its designee of a ticket to a collegiate sporting
event held in this state, and regulates the refund process for event tickets. The act establishes
criminal penalties for counterfeit event tickets and penalties for violations of the Event
Ticketing and Resale Consumer Protection Act. The act declares an emergency and is
effective on and after April 11, 2023.
Protection of Minors from Distribution of Harmful Material
ACT 612 (SB66) establishes liability for the publication or distribution of material harmful to
minors or pornography on the internet except for news or public interest broadcasts, website
videos, reports, or events. The act requires a commercial entity to use a reasonable age
verification method before allowing access to a website that contains a substantial portion of
material that is harmful to minors and clarifies what constitutes a reasonable age verification
method. The act prohibits a commercial entity or third-party vendor that performs a
reasonable age verification from retaining any identifying information of the individual after
access to the material has been granted.
Social Media Platform - Parental Consent
ACT 689 (SB396) prohibits a social media company from permitting a minor in this state to
create a new account on the social media company's social media platform unless the minor
has the express consent of a parent or legal guardian. The act requires reasonable age
verification through a third-party vendor, establishes liability for failure to perform age
verification for use of social media and illegal retention of data, and provides for penalties for
violations, court costs, reasonable attorney's fees, and damages resulting from a minor
assessing a social media platform without parental consent. The act is effective on and after
September 1, 2023.

INSURANCE
Nonprofit Agricultural Membership Organization - Health Benefits
ACT 626 (SB324) exempts a nonprofit agricultural membership organization from the
Arkansas Insurance Code, the rules promulgated by the Insurance Commissioner, and the
laws concerning hospital and medical service corporations if the nonprofit agricultural
membership organization meets certain requirements.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Used Motor Vehicle Buyers Protection - Fines
ACT 821 (HB1671) provides that, in addition to or in lieu of any other penalties prescribed
by law for a violation of the used motor vehicle buyers protection laws, the Director of the
Division of Arkansas State Police may issue a fine for each violation.

PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
Auctioneer's Licensing Board - Online Auctions and Estate Sales
ACT 677 (SB320) authorizes the Auctioneer's Licensing Board to regulate in-state online
auctions and estate sales. The act provides an exemption to regulation for used motor vehicle
dealers and owners of e-commerce websites or online marketplaces that have protections in
place.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION

PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
Availability of Reports of Adult or Long-Term Care Facility Resident Maltreatment
ACT 187 (SB213) provides that a screened-out report, a pending report, or an investigative
report of adult maltreatment or long-term care facility resident maltreatment, if due process
has been satisfied and the allegation was determined to be unfounded, may be made available
to a current employer of the person named as the alleged offender, if the current employer
made the initial report, and to a board or governmental entity responsible for licensing or
registering the person named as the alleged offender. The act also authorizes the Department
of Human Services to use a screened-out report of adult maltreatment or long-term care
facility resident maltreatment only for administrative purposes.
Criminal Background Checks - Child Welfare Agency
ACT 186 (SB212) removes the requirement that a request for a criminal background check be
notarized for the licensing of a child welfare agency. The act also provides for the
submission of an electronic signature on a form for a criminal background check and requires
a criminal background check to be fully complete before a person begins employment or
volunteers with a child welfare agency. The act declares an emergency and is effective on
and after March 2, 2023.

UNFAIR PRACTICES
Name, Image, and Likeness - Prohibition for State-Funded Medical Schools
ACT 880 (SB456) prohibits state-funded medical schools in this state from spending state
general revenue funds from tax dollars on the name, image, and likeness of a student-athlete
under the Arkansas Student-Athlete Publicity Rights Act.
Publicity Rights - Student-Athletes
ACT 589 (HB1649) amends the Arkansas Student-Athlete Publicity Rights Act to apply to a
student-athlete who has been accepted for admission or signed a National Letter of Intent or
other written agreement to enroll in an institution of higher education within the state or who
is enrolled in an institution of higher education. The act allows a charitable organization that
is exempt under federal law to compensate student-athletes for the commercial use of the
student-athlete's publicity rights; clarifies that a student-athlete may rescind a publicity rights
contract if the student-athlete is no longer eligible to participate in any intercollegiate
athletics program at an institution of higher education; clarifies that an institution of higher
education, its supporting foundations, or its authorized entities are not required to compensate
a student-athlete for any use of the student-athlete's publicity rights; clarifies that
compensation or a promise to compensate for use of a student-athlete's publicity rights for
purposes of recruiting or inducing the student-athlete to enroll at another institution of higher
education is prohibited; creates a cause of action for violations; and clarifies liability for
damages related to an intercollegiate student-athlete's ability or inability to earn
compensation. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 11, 2023.

CORRECTIONS

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
Protect Arkansas Act - Repeal of Cost Impact Statement Requirement
ACT 659 (SB495) repeals the statute that requires cost impact statements for certain bills of
the General Assembly concerning the prison inmate population. The repeal in this section of
the act is effective on and after January 1, 2024.
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CORRECTIONS

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
Reimbursement Paid to County Jails
ACT 133 (SB72) provides that the reimbursement the Division of Correction and Division of
Community Correction are required to pay to county jails for holding state inmates,
probationers, and parolees begins accruing on the date of sentencing or the date of placement
on probation accompanied with incarceration and prohibits the divisions from providing
reimbursement until they receive a complete and accurate sentencing order or an order or
waiver for a sanction to a community correction center. The act declares an emergency and is
effective on and after July 1, 2023.

INMATES
Protect Arkansas Act - Postpartum Inmates - Family Visitation
ACT 659 (SB495) permits bonding time for a female postpartum inmate and her newborn
and provides for family visitation for male and female inmates. These provisions of the act
are effective on and after January 1, 2024.

LOCAL JAILS
Department of Public Safety - Criminal Detention Facility Review Committees
ACT 306 (SB267) transfers the criminal detention facility review committees and the Office
of Criminal Detention Facilities Review Coordinator to the Department of Public Safety. The
act declares an emergency and is effective on and after July 1, 2023.
Reimbursement for Holding State Inmates, Probationers, and Parolees
ACT 133 (SB72) provides that the reimbursement the Division of Correction and Division of
Community Correction are required to pay to county jails for holding state inmates,
probationers, and parolees begins accruing on the date of sentencing or the date of placement
on probation accompanied with incarceration and prohibits the divisions from providing
reimbursement until they receive a complete and accurate sentencing order or an order or
waiver for a sanction to a community correction center. The act declares an emergency and is
effective on and after July 1, 2023.

PROBATION AND PAROLE
Arkansas State Council for the Interstate Commission for Adult Offender Supervision
ACT 774 (SB455) amends the membership of the Arkansas State Council for the Interstate
Commission for Adult Offender Supervision to include a prosecuting attorney and a county
sheriff.

COURTS

CIRCUIT COURTS
Protect Arkansas Act - Standardized Sentencing Order
ACT 659 (SB495) requires a committee made up of designated officials to develop a
standardized sentencing order for all circuit courts statewide. This provision of the act is
effective on and after January 1, 2024.
Writ of Possession - Issuance by Court Clerk
ACT 414 (HB1424) requires that the court clerk issue a writ of possession for unlawful
detainer upon order of the court.

DISTRICT COURTS
Fee for Issuing or Sealing a Summons or Subpoena
ACT 323 (HB1426) requires the district court clerk to collect a fee of two dollars and fifty
cents ($2.50) for issuing or sealing a summons or subpoena. The act prohibits the fee from
being collected for actions brought in the small claims division.
Revision of Twenty-First District
ACT 40 (HB1165) provides that the Twenty-First District of the state district court system
shall have six (6) departments and repeals the department located in Jennette.
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COURTS

DISTRICT COURTS
Salaries
ACT 483 (HB1522) establishes the salaries of the judges and other personnel of the various
district courts.
Sixteenth Judicial District
ACT 685 (SB373) repeals the Arkansas County and Monroe County District Courts and adds
an additional judgeship to the Sixteenth Judicial District of the state district court system.
Sections 1 and 2 of the act concerning the Arkansas County and Monroe County District
Courts are effective on and after January 1, 2025.

FEES
Fee for Issuing or Sealing a Summons or Subpoena
ACT 323 (HB1426) requires the district court clerk to collect a fee of two dollars and fifty
cents ($2.50) for issuing or sealing a summons or subpoena. The act prohibits the fee from
being collected for actions brought in the small claims division.
Fee for Safekeeping of Will
ACT 272 (HB1493) increases the fee charged by a clerk of the court to file a will for
safekeeping to five dollars ($5.00).
Installment Payments
ACT 450 (HB1550) provides that when a criminal defendant is making installment payments
for restitution, court costs, and fines, the payments are applied first to restitution before court
costs and fines.

GENERALLY
Legislative Study of Financial Matters Related to Court System
ACT 38 (HB1245) requires the House Committee on Judiciary and the Senate Committee on
Judiciary, meeting jointly, to study the funding sources for the court system, the collections
and distribution systems of the court system, and all other financial matters related to the
court system and requires the consideration of legislative changes necessary to address any
issues identified during the study. The act provides that the study expires on December 31,
2024.
Protect Arkansas Act - Certified Facility Dog Program
ACT 659 (SB495) allows the prosecutor coordinator to establish and administer a statewide
courthouse certified facility dog program for children and other vulnerable victims
throughout the criminal justice system. This provision of the act is effective on and after
January 1, 2024.

JUVENILE DIVISION
Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction Designation
ACT 692 (SB406) allows the state to request an extended juvenile jurisdiction designation in
a delinquency petition or in a separate motion in a delinquency case if the juvenile is fourteen
(14) or fifteen (15) years of age at the time of the alleged offense and is charged with certain
crimes listed in the act or if the juvenile is at least sixteen (16) years of age when he or she
engages in conduct that, if committed by an adult, would be a felony.
Family Treatment Specialty Courts
ACT 61 (HB1144) creates a family treatment specialty court within the Arkansas court
system. The act specifies that the family treatment specialty court is an available disposition
within a dependency-neglect proceeding that provides additional supervision for and
treatment of families who are affected by substance use disorders or mental health disorders.
The act provides eligibility requirements for participation in a family treatment specialty
court program and creates a fund to support, benefit, and administer the family treatment
specialty court program.
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COURTS

JUVENILE DIVISION
Records of Delinquency Adjudications
ACT 271 (HB1472) requires records of a delinquency adjudication under the Arkansas
Juvenile Code of 1989 for a felony involving violence to be kept for ten (10) years after the
last adjudication of delinquency, the date of entry of a guilty or nolo contendere plea, or a
finding of guilty as an adult prior to expungement.

PERSONNEL
District Court Clerk
ACT 323 (HB1426) requires the district court clerk to collect a fee of two dollars and fifty
cents ($2.50) for issuing or sealing a summons or subpoena. The act prohibits the fee from
being collected for actions brought in the small claims division.
District Court Salaries
ACT 483 (HB1522) establishes the salaries of the judges and other personnel of the various
district courts.

PROBATE COURTS
Fee for Safekeeping of Will
ACT 272 (HB1493) increases the fee charged by a clerk of the court to file a will for
safekeeping to five dollars ($5.00).

RECORDS
Schedule of Property - Judgment Debtor
ACT 740 (HB1666) requires that a judgment debtor file a schedule of property whenever a
final judgment order of a court is entered against the judgment debtor.

SPECIALTY COURT PROGRAMS
Family Treatment Specialty Courts
ACT 61 (HB1144) creates a family treatment specialty court within the Arkansas court
system. The act specifies that the family treatment specialty court is an available disposition
within a dependency-neglect proceeding that provides additional supervision for and
treatment of families who are affected by substance use disorders or mental health disorders.
The act provides eligibility requirements for participation in a family treatment specialty
court program and creates a fund to support, benefit, and administer the family treatment
specialty court program.
Protect Arkansas Act - Contracts with Attorneys and Treatment Providers
ACT 659 (SB495) permits the Administrative Office of the Courts to contract with attorneys
to represent defendants in specialty courts and to contract with qualified treatment providers
to provide behavioral health treatment for specialty court participants. These provisions of the
act are effective on and after January 1, 2024.

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS - PRACTICE, PROCEDURE, AND COURTS
Title 16
ACT 177 (HB1287) makes technical corrections recommended by the Arkansas Code
Revision Commission to Title 16 of the Arkansas Code.

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

BAIL
Protect Arkansas Act - Bail Bond Premium
ACT 659 (SB495) amends the premiums for bail bonds by requiring that the ten percent
(10%) premium or compensation for bond be paid in full prior to the release of a defendant.
This provision of the act is effective on and after January 1, 2024.
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CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
Fentanyl Enforcement and Accountability
ACT 584 (HB1456) creates death by delivery felony offenses, including aggravated death by
delivery, death by delivery in the first degree, and death by delivery in the second degree, that
apply when a person delivers or conveys fentanyl or another controlled substance that causes
the death of another person. The act provides that trafficking of fentanyl is an unclassified
felony that carries a penalty of twenty-five (25) to sixty (60) years or life imprisonment and a
fine of one million dollars ($1,000,000). The act creates the felony offense of predatory
marketing of fentanyl to minors that applies when the packaging, shape, color, or other
appearance of fentanyl is created in a way that appeals to minors. The act also decriminalizes
fentanyl testing strips. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 11,
2023.
Hemp-Derived Intoxicating Substances
ACT 629 (SB358) prohibits the possession and use of hemp-derived intoxicating substances;
adds delta-8, delta-9, and delta-10 substances that contain a minimum percentage of hemp-
derived cannabidiol to the list of Schedule VI controlled substances in the Uniform
Controlled Substances Act; and provides an exception for industrial uses of hemp products.
The act also creates regulatory provisions governed by Arkansas Tobacco Control for hemp-
derived products. The act provides that certain provisions are effective only if the Attorney
General certifies that the State of Arkansas is enjoined from enforcing the prohibition of
delta-8 tetrahydrocannabinol and delta-10 tetrahydrocannabinol. The provisions of the act
prohibiting certain types of tetrahydrocannabinol are effective on April 11, 2023, for persons
who are under twenty-one (21) years of age and on August 1, 2023, for persons who are
twenty-one (21) years of age or older. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and
after April 11, 2023.
Knowingly Exposing Another Person to Fentanyl
ACT 739 (HB1663) creates the offense of knowingly exposing another person to fentanyl as
a Class A felony if the victim is a first responder or employee of a correctional facility and a
Class B felony otherwise.

DEFENSES AND JUSTIFICATION
Definitions for Purposes of Criminal Justifications
ACT 165 (SB59) defines "school employee" as it pertains to justifications for the use of
physical force upon another person to mean a person employed by a school under a written
contract, which includes a classified school employee and a licensed school employee.
Obscenity - Schools and Public Libraries
ACT 372 (SB81) eliminates the defense to prosecution for disseminating material that is
claimed to be obscene for schools and public libraries.
Use of Physical Force - Justifiable
ACT 165 (SB59) authorizes certain individuals, including parents, school employees, and
guardians, to use reasonable and appropriate physical force upon a minor or incompetent
person to the extent reasonably necessary to maintain discipline or to promote the welfare of
the minor or incompetent person or if the parent, school employee, or guardian is otherwise
authorized to use physical force.

EVIDENCE AND WITNESSES
Implied Consent - Commercial Vehicle Drivers
ACT 735 (HB1632) amends the implied consent law to no longer require that the driver of a
commercial vehicle be deemed to have given consent to take a test of his or her blood for the
purpose of determining blood alcohol concentration or the presence of other drugs.
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CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

JUVENILES
Extended Juvenile Jurisdiction Designation
ACT 692 (SB406) allows the state to request an extended juvenile jurisdiction designation in
a delinquency petition or in a separate motion in a delinquency case if the juvenile is fourteen
(14) or fifteen (15) years of age at the time of the alleged offense and is charged with certain
crimes listed in the act or if the juvenile is at least sixteen (16) years of age when he or she
engages in conduct that, if committed by an adult, would be a felony.
Records of Delinquency Adjudications
ACT 271 (HB1472) requires records of a delinquency adjudication for a felony involving
violence to be kept for ten (10) years after the last adjudication of delinquency or the date of
entry of a guilty or nolo contendere plea or a finding of guilty as an adult prior to
expungement.

OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY
Catalytic Converter - Presumption of Valid Business Purpose Repealed
ACT 709 (SB485) allows the last eight (8) digits of a vehicle identification number or a stock
number within an electronic database to be used to identify used catalytic converters. The act
also repeals the list of professions entitled to an automatic presumption of a person
possessing a used catalytic converter in the ordinary course of a person's business.
Commercial Burglary of a Pharmacy
ACT 837 (HB1758) provides enhanced penalties for burglary of a pharmacy under the
offense of commercial burglary.
Damage or Destruction of Property - Critical Infrastructure
ACT 419 (HB1474) amends the criminal laws concerning damage or destruction of property
to add an underground storage facility to the definition of "critical infrastructure."
Motor Vehicle Theft - Chop Shops
ACT 508 (HB1503) creates the offense of operating a chop shop, which criminalizes
operating a location for the purpose of transferring, purchasing, or receiving a motor vehicle
or motor vehicle part with an altered or removed vehicle identification number. The act
provides that operating a chop shop is a Class C felony and dealing in stolen or forged motor
vehicle parts is a Class D felony.
Protect Arkansas Act - Aggravated Residential Burglary
ACT 659 (SB495) provides that a person commits the offense of aggravated residential
burglary if another person is inside the occupiable residential structure at the time of the
burglary or if the offender uses a deadly weapon or represents by word or conduct that he or
she possesses a deadly weapon. This provision of the act is effective on and after January 1,
2024.
Protect Arkansas Act - Theft with Prior Conviction
ACT 659 (SB495) makes theft a Class D felony when property that is valued at one thousand
dollars ($1,000) or less is stolen and the offender has a prior theft conviction within the past
ten (10) years. This provision of the act is effective on and after January 1, 2024.
Removal or Alteration of Serial Number
ACT 762 (SB237) increases the classification of the offense of buying, receiving, disposing
of, selling, offering for sale, or possessing a farm implement, a motor vehicle, or boating
equipment with a removed, damaged, mutilated, or defaced serial number to a Class D
felony.
Residential Burglary
ACT 683 (SB366) clarifies that a residential burglary offense committed before April 1,
2015, is not considered a violent felony offense for purposes of parole eligibility.
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OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY
Theft and Unauthorized Possession of a Catalytic Converter
ACT 264 (HB1365) creates the offenses of theft of a catalytic converter and unauthorized
possession of a catalytic converter. The act requires scrap metal dealers to perform additional
record keeping when buying used catalytic converters.

OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, OR WELFARE
Driving or Boating While Intoxicated - Sealing Conviction
ACT 117 (HB1352) prohibits a person from filing a uniform petition to seal a record of a
conviction for a felony offense of driving or boating while intoxicated until a certain period
of time has passed based on the specific circumstances of the offense.
Eliminate Premises Used in Criminal Offenses - Civil Action
ACT 741 (HB1672) authorizes the commencement of a civil action by the Attorney General
to eliminate the availability of premises used continually in the commission of criminal
offenses.
Loitering - Lingering for Purpose of Asking for Charity or Gift
ACT 255 (SB271) removes lingering for the purpose of asking for anything as charity or gift
from the list of conduct that constitutes loitering.
Obscenity - Schools and Libraries
ACT 372 (SB81) creates the offense of furnishing harmful items to a minor; eliminates the
defense to prosecution for disseminating material that is claimed to be obscene for schools
and public libraries; and adds loaning a book from a library to the list of actions that can
constitute the offense of possessing, selling, or distributing obscene material. The act also
establishes requirements for media centers and public libraries regarding the selection,
relocation, and retention of physical materials that are available to the public and provides a
process for challenging materials that are available to the public in media centers and public
libraries if a person believes the material to be inappropriate. The act also allows libraries to
disclose confidential library records to the parent or legal guardian of a library patron who is
a minor.
Sexual Solicitation of a Minor
ACT 722 (HB1502) creates the offense of sexual solicitation of a minor as a Class B felony.

OFFENSES AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT
Disarming a Law Enforcement Officer
ACT 585 (HB1521) creates the offense of disarming an officer, which applies when a person
purposely uses physical force to take a firearm or other protective gear from a law
enforcement officer. The act provides that disarming an officer is a Class C felony.
Fleeing
ACT 734 (HB1623) provides that fleeing by means of any vehicle or conveyance is
considered a Class D felony if the person operated the vehicle or conveyance in excess of the
posted speed limit.
Protect Arkansas Act - Furnishing a Prohibited Article
ACT 659 (SB495) authorizes a sentence enhancement for furnishing a prohibited article,
possessing a prohibited article, using a prohibited article, or delivering a prohibited article.
This provision of the act is effective on and after January 1, 2024.

OFFENSES AGAINST THE PERSON
Athletic Contest Officials
ACT 420 (HB1496) increases the classification of the offense of abuse of athletic contest
officials to a felony offense when an athletic contest official is seriously injured.
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OFFENSES AGAINST THE PERSON
Distracted Driving - Penalties
ACT 445 (HB1486) provides that a person using a wireless telecommunications device at the
time of a collision or accident that results in serious physical injury or death of another person
is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and may be ordered by the court to perform public service
work in the amount of one hundred (100) hours or less.
Human Trafficking - Knowledge of Victim
ACT 327 (HB1459) amends the Human Trafficking Act of 2013 to include circumstances in
which the actor should know that the victim was a victim of human trafficking or would be
subjected to human trafficking. The act increases the fine for human trafficking offenses,
solicitation of sex, and promoting prostitution and provides for the deposit of the fine into the
Safe Harbor Fund for Sexually Exploited Children and the Human Trafficking Victim
Support Fund.
Human Trafficking - Serious Harm
ACT 772 (SB448) amends the definition of "serious harm" under the Human Trafficking Act
of 2013 to mean any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including without limitation
psychological, financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the
surrounding circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the
same circumstances as the victim to perform or to continue performing labor or service,
commercial sexual activity, or a sexually explicit performance in order to avoid incurring that
harm.
Protect Arkansas Act - Negligent Homicide
ACT 659 (SB495) increases the classification of the offense of negligent homicide when a
person negligently causes the death of another person by means of a deadly weapon from a
Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony. This provision of the act is effective on and after
January 1, 2024.
Protect Arkansas Act - Sexual Extortion
ACT 659 (SB495) provides that a person commits sexual extortion when the person
knowingly demands money or anything of value by threatening to distribute a recording of a
person engaging in sexually explicit conduct or depicted in a state of nudity. This provision
of the act is effective on and after January 1, 2024.
Sexual Indecency with a Child - Use of Changing Room for Opposite Sex
ACT 619 (SB270) amends the law concerning sexual indecency with a child to prohibit a
person from entering a public changing facility assigned to the opposite sex for the purpose of
arousing or gratifying a sexual desire of himself, herself, or another person when a minor of
the opposite sex is present.
Use of Term "Child Sexual Abuse Material”
ACT 21 (HB1028) replaces the term "child pornography" with the term "child sexual abuse
material" in the Arkansas Code.

OFFENSES GENERALLY
Culpable Mental States
ACT 736 (HB1637) amends the culpable mental state for certain offenses to incorporate
situations in which a person reasonably knows the conduct at issue was not permitted.

OFFENSES INVOLVING FAMILIES AND DEPENDENTS
Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation of a Vulnerable Person - Penalties
ACT 783 (SB519) establishes additional criminal penalties for the abuse, neglect, and
exploitation of a vulnerable person.

35



SUMMARY OF GENERAL LEGISLATION ¢ May 2023 ¢ BUREAU OF LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

OFFENSES INVOLVING FAMILIES AND DEPENDENTS
Domestic Battering - Qualification as Repeat Offender
ACT 849 (HB1790) adds aggravated assault on a family member or household member to
past conduct that qualifies a person as a repeat offender for purposes of domestic battering in
the first degree and domestic battering in the second degree.
Furnishing Harmful Items to Minors
ACT 372 (SB81) creates the offense of furnishing harmful items to a minor as a Class A
misdemeanor and adds loaning a book from a library to the list of actions that can constitute
the offense of possessing, selling, or distributing obscene material.
Offensive Relations with a Child
ACT 738 (HB1647) creates the offense of offensive relations with a child as a Class A
misdemeanor. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after April 12, 2023.
Use of Term "Child Sexual Abuse Material"'
ACT 21 (HB1028) replaces the term "child pornography" with the term "child sexual abuse
material" in the Arkansas Code.

PROCEDURAL RULES
DNA Collection - Rapid DNA Technology
ACT 392 (SB401) authorizes the use of rapid DNA technology by criminal detention
facilities that have been authorized by the State Crime Laboratory to use rapid DNA
technology, allows DNA samples to be required as part of certain negotiated plea agreements,
and provides an enforcement mechanism for failure to provide a DNA sample upon arrest.
Rapid DNA Technology - Retention of Sample Prohibited
ACT 785 (SB526) prohibits retention of a DNA sample from a person arrested for a felony
taken by Rapid DNA technology after completion of the Rapid DNA identification process.

PROSECUTION
Commencement of Prosecution
ACT 507 (HB1501) provides that a prosecution is commenced when a person is arrested or
issued a citation by a law enforcement officer based upon probable cause; when an arrest
warrant is issued by a judge, provided that the arrest warrant is sought to be executed without
unreasonable delay; or upon the filing of an indictment, information, or other charging
instrument.

RESTITUTION, FORFEITURE, AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY
Disposal of Firearms and Other Contraband
ACT 412 (HB1327) allows a law enforcement agency to trade to a federally licensed firearms
dealer a firearm or contraband that has been confiscated due to its involvement in criminal
activity. The act requires a law enforcement agency that trades a firearm or contraband to
submit a detailed report of traded property to the governing body that oversees the law
enforcement agency. The act declares an emergency and is effective on and after March 30,
2023.
Installment Payments
ACT 450 (HB1550) provides that when a criminal defendant is making installment payments
for restitution, court costs, and fines, the payments are applied first to restitution before court
costs and fines.

SENTENCING AND PENALTIES
Governor Pardon Applications Denied with Prejudice
ACT 742 (HB1678) authorizes the Governor to deny an application for pardon, commutation
of sentence, and remission of fines and forfeitures with prejudice.
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SENTENCING AND PENALTIES
Parole - Termination - Offenses Committed as a Minor
ACT 771 (SB444) authorizes the Parole Board to discharge a person from parole if the person
committed an offense as a minor and meets certain requirements.
Protect Arkansas Act - Post-Release Supervision
ACT 659 (SB495) replaces the parole system with a post-release supervision system and
requires persons convicted of the most serious offenses to serve one hundred percent (100%)
of their sentence prior to release and persons convicted of other specified felonies to serve
eighty-five percent (85%) of their sentence before release. The act creates an earned release
credit system for inmates who are eligible for earlier release to earn their way to early release
from incarceration by completing a GED, completing other educational and rehabilitative
courses, and maintaining good behavior. These provisions of the act are effective on and
after January 1, 2024.
Protect Arkansas Act - Recidivism Reduction Task Force
ACT 659 (SB495) creates the Legislative Recidivism Reduction Task Force to study and
recommend improvements to the criminal justice system outcomes in the state.
Safe Arkansas App
ACT 889 (SB575) creates the "Safe Arkansas App," a mobile application to be administered
by the Parole Board to provide information to the public concerning persons who are on
parole and inmates who are being considered for parole. The act provides a mobile
alternative to the information that is required to be published on the Parole Board website.
Sealing Conviction - Driving or Boating While Intoxicated
ACT 117 (HB1352) prohibits a person from filing a uniform petition to seal a record of a
conviction for a felony offense of driving or boating while intoxicated until a certain period
of time has passed based on the specific circumstances of the offense.

SEX OFFENDERS
Disclosure of Physical Address
ACT 37 (HB1004) includes disclosure of a Level 3 or Level 4 sex offender's physical
addres