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ARKANSAS DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION RUEEBSEARCH
GOVERNING DATA REPORTING, THE ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL COMPUTER
NETWORK. AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01 _ These rules are promulpated pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §8§ 6-11-105. 6-11-128, 6-
13-620. 6-15-2918. 6-17-410. 6-18-213. 6-20-1805, 6-20-1904. 6-20-2001 et seq.,
6-20-2101 et seq.. 6-20-2201 et seq., 6-23-105. 6-80-107. 25-6-107, 25-15-204. 26-
26-1907. and 26-80-101.

1.02  These rules shall apply to all public school districts, open enrollment public charter
schools. and education service cooperatives.

2.00 _PURPOSE

2.01 _ The purpose of these rules is to identify and define the rules, procedures. and
practices reparding the Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN) and
other related systems relating to the Arkansas Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education {“Division™). public school districts. open enrollment public
charter schools. and education service cooperatives.

3.00  DEFINITIONS — For purposes of these rules, the following mean:

3.01 “Annual Financial Budget (AFB)” means the annual budset of expenditures and
receipts reguired by Ark. Const. Art. 14, § 3. and Ark. Code Ann. §8§ 6-11-128. 6-
13-620 and 6-20-2202.

3.02 “Annual Financial Report {AFR)” means the fiscal vear annual report of financial
information as required bv Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2202.

3.03  “Approved Budget” means an AFB that has received the required written

notification from the Division that the AFB presented was not identified as deficient
as of February 15 of the current vear.

3.04 “Arkansas Financial Accounting Handbook” means the uniform chart of accounts
and related codes which are established by the Division and incorporated into these
rules as the “Arkansas Handbook”, and used for accounting and financial reporting
of all public schools, school districts, open enrollment charter schools. and
education service cooperatives as referenced in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-22023.

3.05  “Athletic Expenditures” means all direct and indirect expenses related to
interschool athletic programs, prorated if necessary.
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“Authorized Entitv” means an entity recoenized by the Division to accent data with
an executed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU}, a Data Sharing Agreement
(DSA}. or both. and that meets all applicable federal and state laws and

"Cycle Reports” are mandatory reports that summarize financial and student

information and that are certified and submitted to the state. The purpose of these
reports _is to ensure that everv school district has access to comparable
administrative computing svstems and services with which to meet all local and
state requirements. to promote increased compatibility of the administrative records
and data maintained by each school district. to reduce the paperwork and reporting
burden of school sites and districts. and to increase the accuracy and timeliness of
data submitted bv school districts. These reports are used for reporting to state and
federal agencies. as well as levislative committees. These reports are also used for
purposes of calculating funding for school districts.

3.08.1 A finding by the Division auditors that budget or financial accountability
reports do not meet the mandated expenditure requirements in effect for the

3.08.2The budget or financial accountability reports contain one or more material
misstatements of financial information: or

3.08.3Budueted revenue. expenditures. and fund balances are not in compliance
with law or Division rules.

3.06
rules of the Division.
3.07
3.08 “Deficient” or “Deficiency” means:
appropriate year;
3.09

“Electronic Transcripts” means a student transcript that is formatted and

transmitted electronically in the uniform method prescribed by the Division of
Higher Education and the Division for use by public schools and institutions of
higher education in this state.

3.10 “Financial Management Systems Applications™ means the computer software used

3.11

primarily to process and record financial transactions.

“Full-time Equivalent (FTE)” means the amount of time an employee works during

a school year (July [ throuzh June 30 of the following calendar vear) as a
percentage of the amount of time a full-time emplovee in the same position would
work during a school vear.

“Local Educational Agency (LEA)” means all Arkansas public school districts.

open-enrollment public charter schools. and education service cooperatives.
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3.13  *“Special Needs Catevories”™ means the state funding catevories of Alternative
Learning Environments (ALE). English Language Learners (ELL). Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding (ESA funding). and Professional Development
(PD).

3.14 “Statc Board of Education (SBE}” means the Arkansas State Board of Education.

3.15 “State Funds” means all moneyv derived from state revenues. specifically including
but not limited to. distributions from the Department of Education Public School
Fund Account and uniform rate of tax ad valorem property taxes distributed to a
public school or school district.

3.16 “Student Management Systems Applications” means the computer software used
primarily to process and maintain student records.

4.00 COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION SYSTEMS

4,01  The Division shall:

4.01.1 Establish and maintain comprehensive information systems that allow
reporting. analysis. and data-driven decision-making by LEAs:

4.01.2 Provide technical assistance to LEAs in the use of the data; and

.01.2.1 Provide data access to any authorized entity for analvzing
computations and posting public school. public school district. and
state student achievement. if the disclosures are not in conflict
with applicable federal and state law.

4.01.2.2 The Division shall provide electronic resources for educators to
support and augment student achievement. efficiency. and
educational initiatives.

4.01.2.3 The Division may contract with providers to collect. maintain,
and analyze data and prepare reports.

4.01.3 Implement the use of policies. procedures. and personnel to provide for data
quality and security of all data transmitted over APSCN.

5.00 REQUIRED USE OF THE STUDENT MANAGEMENT _SYSTEM
APPLICATIONS

5.01  All LEAs must use the following student management systems applications of the
Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN):

5.01.1 Demovraphics:
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5.01.2 Attendance:

5.01.3 Scheduling:

5.01.4 Mark Reporting:

5.01.5 Discipline;

5.01.6 Medical: and

5.01.7 Other applications as required bv the Division.

6.00  LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY (LEA) NUMBERS

6.01  The Division is the sole and official issuer of LEA numbers to educational entities
in the State of Arkansas.

6.02  These numbers shall be issued, activated®deactivated. or chanped according to the
annual schedule and in a format established by the Division.

6.03  An educational entity shall not be recognized as a public school district or entitled
to the rights and privileces of a school district solely because the educational entity
has been assi¢ned an LEA number.

6.04  All requests for an LEA number assigriment or change must be submitted on a form
supplied by the Dhvision by June 1 in order for the assisnment or change to be
effective for the following school vear.

7.00 _ TRANSCRIPTS
7.01 An Arkansas public school shall use an electronic transcript in lieu of a paper

transcripit to:

7.01.81 Provide to the Division of Higher Education as necessary to process state
financial aid applications for students in orades nine throuch twelve (9-
12}); and

7.01.82 Transmit a transcript between public schools to correctly enroll and place
students in grades kindercarten throush twelve (K-12) transferring
between public schools.
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8.00  FINANCIAL INFORMATION REQUIRED BY APSCN

8.01 APSCN shall be the official financial record of all LEAs. All LEAs shall. at a

minimum. use the following financial management svstems applications of APSCN

as described in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-11-128(a)(2):

8.01.1 Fund Accounting (including all activity funds):

8.01.2 Budeet Preparation;

8.01.3 Human Resources;

8.01.4 Fixed Assets:

8.01.5 Attendance;

8.01.6 Discipline:

8.01.7 Mark reporting;

£.01.8 Medical: and

8.01.9 Scheduling.

8.02 The ex officio financial secretary of each LEA shall keep a record of the following

3.03

information in a format required by the Division:

8.02.1 The daily expenditures and receipts of the LEA,;

8.02.2 Information on fund balances maintained by the LEA. includine. but not
limited to:

8.02.2.1 Sources of the funds maintained as fund balances, to the
extent practicable: and

8.02.2.2 Reasons for maintaining. instead of spending . the fund balances:
and

8.02.3 The amount of funds transferred between various funds during the past vear.

The LEA shall identily the funds transferred between and the amount of funds

transferred. including. but not limited to:

8.03.1 The amount of fund balances dedicated for the construction. maintenance.
or repair of academic or athletic facilities.
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8.04

8.03.2 Anv information necessary for the Division to verify whether funds
allocated for educational purposes. including. but not limited to. student
academic needs and the maintenance and operation of public school district
facilities. are used for their intended purposes or retained by the school
district in its fund balances.

FTEs and Average Salaries, Annual Financial Report {AFR) and Annual Financial

Budpet (AFB).

8.04.1 Information regarding FTEs and averave salaries, and the AFR and AFB
shall be electronically submitted to the Division by LEAs in the format
required by the Division.

8.04.2 The official date of filing with the Division shall be the date and time
received by APSCN.

8.04.3 The Board of Directors of each LEA shall:

8.04.3.1 Flectronically file the AFR in the reguired format with the
Division by August 31 of each year.

8.04.3.1.1 The data to be reported in the AFR is outlined in Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-20-2202(di(1)(A) and includes, but is not
limited to. dailv expenditures and receipts of the LEA.

8.04.3.1.2 If material errors are discovered in the AFR by either the
LEA or the Division. a corrected AFR must be
resubmitted by September 10. Otherwise. no chanves
shall be made to the LEA’s financial data after it has been
submitted to the Division as part of the AFR.

8.04.3.1.3 Each LEA shall perform a final close of its fiscal year
immediately following submission of the AFR. Closing
activities would include any entry adjusting applicable fo
the previous vear. balancing the bank statements. all
reconciliations. and journal entries required. If a final
close has been performed before errors are discovered,
APSCN should be contacted to reopen the fiscal vear.

8.04.3.2 Approve. by board resolution (signed by the-ex-officio financial
secretary and board president). and electronicallv file the AFB in
the required format with the Division by September 30 of each

ear,

8.04.3.2.1 If the approved AFB and board resolution are not filed
by September 30, all warrants or checks issued after
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Sentember 30 are invalid and the superintendent and the
superintendent's surety shall be liable.

8.04.3.3 State Funds may be withheld if the AFB and AFR have not been

received bv the Division.

8.04.3.3.1 State aid mav only be withheld if the Division met
all deadlines for providing pertinent information to

school districts. open-enrollment charter schools. or

education service cooperatives.

8.04.3.3.2 The Division may only withhold funds until the

reporting requirements of Ark. Code Ann. & 6-20-

2202 et seq. and these Rules are met.

8.04.4 Annually, bv February 15. the financial accountability office of the Division

shall review the LEAs’ most currently submitted AFR, AFB, FTEs, and

average salaries for deficiencies in the financial records. Any errors related
to the coding and reporting of financial information that causes a material
misstatement of financial information will be cause for determining a

deficiency. A material misstatement occurs whenever the submitted data

has more than a ten percent {10%) variance from the correct data or when
corrective action is not taken after the Division has sent written notification
to the LEA regarding specific errors discovered in the financial records.

8.04.4.1 The Division review will include. but not be limited to, the items

listed in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2203(c].

8.04.42 If deficiencies ar¢ found in any of the financial records. the

Division shall notifv in writing, via certified mail. the
superintendent or director of the LEA the specific deficiencies

found.

8.04.4.2.1 The LEA will have thirty (30) davs to respond to the

notification of deficiency. The response must include:

8.04.4.2.1.1

A proposed corrective action plan:

8.04.4.2.1.2

8.04.42.13

8.04.42.14

A training schedule to educate all pertinent
personnel, if necessary:

A procedure to prevent a repeat of the
deficiency: and

Any other information necessary to explain
and correct the deficiency.
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9.00

8.04.4.3 The response shall not be considered a right of appeal.

8.05 If the review determines the financial records are not properly maintained. submitted,

or administered by the LEA in accordance with state or federal laws. State Board
SBE and Division rules. or the Arkansas Financial Accounting Handbook. then
eligible State Funds shall be withheld until the financial issues have been resolved.

8.06 The SBE may require the superintendent or director and board members to provide

8.07

a written explanation, appear before the SBE, or both. to explain why the district is
not complving with state laws or rules.

1t is the duty of the Division to monitor LEA financial records and other pertinent

8.08

records.

The Division shall have the authority to review. analvze, and inspect the financial

records of any LEA in order to verify that an LLEA is correctly and accuratelv
reporting revenues and expenditures in accordance with the Arkansas Financial
Accountine Handbook.

Recording audit adjustments will be the only adjustments made to previous yvear
data after the September 30 deadline.

APSCN will document the LEAs that are allowed to make audit adjustments to the

previous year data.

ARKANSAS FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING HANDBOOK

9.01

The Division shall establish and implement a uniform chart of accounts and related
codes _known as the Arkansas Financial Accounting Handbook {Arkansas
Handbook) which all LEAs shall use for reporting actual and budgeted revenues
and expenditures.

9.01.1 The amendments. annual revisions, and financial accounting updates to
the Arkansas Handbook shall be developed with representatives from the
Arkansas Association of School Business Officials, the Education Service
Cooperatives. and other school district officials as designated by the
Division.

9.01.2  Prior to amending the Arkansas Handbook, the Division shall provide
written notice via a Commissioner’s Memo to the LEAs.

9.01.3 Amendments, annual revisions, and financial accounting updates shall be

effective on July 1 of the next fiscal vear or 90 days from the date of the
issuance of the Commissioner’s Memo. whichever is later. unless:
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9.01.3.1 The Commissioner declares an emerpency. at which time the
change shall be effective immediately upon the date specified in
the Commissioners Memo;

9.01.3.2 A new program or revenue SOUrce requires new accounting codes,
at which time the change shall be effective immediatelv upon the
date specified in the Commissioner’s Memo: or

9.01.3.3 Upon mutual acreement between the affected districts. at which
time the chanpe shall be effective immediately upon the date
specified in the Comrmissioner’s Memo.

10.00 CYCLE SUBMISSIONS

10.01 All LEAs shall use #H%Hﬁﬁ&s—ﬂub#e—éehwl—{—mﬂﬁm—m%k%&w
APSCN to submit cyele reports to the Division using the Statewide Information
Swystem (SIS).

10.02 The SIS Handbook shall be published annually by the Division containing the
required data elements and dates for cycle submissions.

10.03 All data submitted to the Division by ¢yele submission (Cyele Data) is considered
to be certified. The superintendent or director of each LEA shall review and ensure
the accuracy of all data submitted.

10.04  Failure to submit Cvcle Data by the prescribed date or the submission of inaccurate
or incomplete data may result in one or more of the following:

10.04.1 Withholding of State Funds;

10.04.2 An increased risk factor in determining whether additional auditine or an
increased level of support is needed;

10.04.3 Referral to the Division for consideration of a violation of the Standards
for Accreditation:

10.04.4 Referral to the Division for consideration of fiscal distress:

10.04.5 Referral to the Professional Licensure Standards Board:

10.04.6 Possible reporting to the appropriate authorities;

10.04.7 The Division may require the LEA superintendent. director. and/or other
school personnel identified by the Division, to attend additional training
on proner data submission to address any deficiencies. Failure to attend
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11.00

10.05

the required training may result in any of the actions listed in Section
10.04.

Anv district that fails to file the attendance record reports required by Ark. Code

10.06

Ann. § 6-18-213 shall have the remainder of its state foundation funding withheld,
placed in escrow, and released when the reports are received.

The Division may withhold State Funds from anv LEA that fails to file its budwet

or anv other required report with the Division by the deadline established on the list
of all required financial accountabilily reports, provided that the Division has met
the deadline for providing information pertinent to meeting the deadlines.

TIER T AND IT TRAINING

11.01 The Division shall establish two (2) tiers of reyuired training that apply to all LEAs

11.02

in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2204.

Failure to complete the required trainings may result in sanctions in accordance
with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2204.

11.03 A minimum of Pwe two (2) persons per LEA are required to attend the initial and

annual Tier | trainings by December 31 of each vear. including the superintendent,

or education service cooperative director, and a person whose job responsibilities
include preparing the budget or overall accounting responsibility,

11.03.1 The trainings may be provided by an institution of higher education in this
state, the Division. the Arkansas Association of School Business
Officials, or from another provider approved by the Division.

11.03.2 All providers of Tier I training, except for the Division. shall apply and
receive preapproval from the Division prior to offering the training.

11.03.2.

[

The provider must submit a request for approval which shall
include the form and content of the training.

11.03.2.2 The Division will review the request and issue an approval or
denial of the training.

—_—
—
>
L8]

e

If additional information is reyguested. the provider will be
responsible for providing an immediate response in order to gain
approval in a timelv manner.

11.03.2.4 Ifthe provider is granted approval to offer the training, Division
staff shall be allowed to attend all training sessions. without
being required to pav for registration. in order to monitor for
qualily and completeness.
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11.03.3 Approved training sessions may be held throughout the state, via distance
learning, or from an online course.

11.03.4

The provider shall submit a list of all persons who have attended the Tier

11.03.5

I training to the Division. The Division shall maintain a record of the Tier

I instructional hours obtained for each individual.

Persons failing to obtain required Tier I training by the end of the calendar

vear_and who fail to cure the deficiency by March 1 of the following

calendar year without filing a request for an extension shall not be able to

continue in their position in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. & 6-20-2204,

11.03.5.1 The request for an extension must be sent to the Division by
certified mail, return receipt requested.

11.03.5.2 The request for an extension must be received by the Division

prior to March 1.

11.03.5.3 The request shall include the reason why the required training

was not obtained and a corrective action plan for obtaining the
required training in a timelv manner.

11.03.5.4 Unless an extension has been granted. for each person failine to

obtain the required training by March | —the—Division—shell

immediatefy:
11.03.5.4.1 The Division shall Netify notify the superintendent or

11.03.5.4.2

11.03.54.3

11.03.5.4.4

director of the emploving LEA and the board president
by certified mail, return receipt requested,

The superintendent or director of the emploving LEA

shall notify the person Netification—shall-be-sent by
certified mail. return receipt requested.

Any person who has failed to obtain the reqguired
training shall be unable to continue in their position
from the date of receipt of notification by the
superintendent or director of the emploving school
district. open enrollment charter school. or education
service cooperative.

Any _person receiving notification that thev are unable
to continue in their position solely because of the
failure to obtain the required training mav request a
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hearing before the State Board SBE prior to his or her
permanent dismissal.

11.04_If the person fails to obtain all required training by December 31. the failure shall

11.05

constitute one (1) citation under the Standards for Accreditation against the LEA,
or shall constitute an admonishment to the education service cooperative.

11.04.1 If the person is unable to obtain the required training because of military
service or illness as verified by a written sworn statement of the person’s
attending phvsician, the Division shall grant an extension permitting
additional time to obtain the reguired training,

11.04.2 The issuance of an extension shall not constitute a citation under the
Standards for Accreditation to the ILEA or an admonishment to the
education service cooperative, and shall not operate as a removal of the
person from their position.

Persons emploved as of Julv 1 must obtain the required training by December 31

11.06

of that vear.

Persons emploved after Julv 1 must obtain the required training by December 31 of
the following vear,
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Stricken langnage would be deleted from and underlined langunage would be added to present law,
Act 832 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/29/19
92nd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1498

By: Representative Speaks
By: Senator J. Sturch

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE ARKANSAS
PUBLIC SCHOOL COMPUTER NETWORK; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE ARKANSAS
PUBLIC SCHOOL COMPUTER NETWORK.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION I. Arkansas Code § 6-11-128(a), concerning the definition of
the Arkansas Public School Computer Network, Inc. and its required financial
management systems applications, is amended to read as follows:

(a)(l) As used in this sectiony:

{A) “Arkansas Public School Computer Network” or “APSCN”
means the Department of Education’s computer network system for public school
district reporting of financial management data and student management data
to the Department of Education-; and

(B) "Public school district” means a public school

district, education service cooperative, or open-enrollment public charter

school.

(2) All public school districts apd educatien—service
cooperatives shall, as a minimum, use the following financial management
systems applications of the Arkansas Public School Computer Network, Inc.:

(A) Fund accounting, including all activity funds;

(B) Budget preparation;

AR
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As Engrossed: H3/29/19

(C) Human resources; and
(D) Fixed assets+;

(E) Attendance;

(F) Discipline;

(G) Mark reporting:

(H) Medical; and
{T] Scheduling.

/s/Speaks

HB1498

APPROVED: 4/9/19

04-01-2019 17:09:23 TNLO75
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1083 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas .
92nd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 605

By: Senator A. Clark

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING NATTONAL SCHOOL LUNCH STATE
CATEGORICAL FUNDING; TO AMEND THE NAME OF NATIONAL
SCHOOL LUNCH STATE CATEGORICAL FUNDING; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES .

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE NAME OF NATIONAL SCHOOL
LUNCH STATE CATEGORICAL FUNDING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2701¢(b) and (c), concerning the
closing the achievement gap program, are amended to read as follows:

(b}(l) A school district that has a chronically underperforming school

shall use its natiomal scheel-lunchstate cateporical funding Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding under § 6-20-2305(b)(4) to evaluate the impact of

educational strategies used by the chronically underperforming school to
address the achievement gaps among students in the chronically
underperforming schoel.
(2) The evaluation shall:
(A) Identify the categories of programs and intervention

strategies used with mational-scheel Juneh state-categorieal funding Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding; and

(B) Report the benchmark assessment scores for the end of
the immediately preceding school year and for the end of the current school
year of students involved in the programs and intervention strategies

identified under this subdivision (b} (2).
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{(c} The Department of Education shall:

(1) Promulgate rules necessary to implement this sectiomn,
including without limitation establishing the categories by which a
chronically underperforming school shall identify programs and intervention
strategies under subsection (b) of this section;

(2) In a chronically underperforming school’s comprehensive
school improvement plan, direct the use of natienal scheel lunch state
categoriealfunding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding for strategies to

close gaps in academic achievement, including without limitation:

(A) VUsing an Arkansas Scholastic Audit;

(B) Using disaggregated school data to set academic
improvement targets in reading, writing, mathematics, and science;

(C) Using improvement targets to define professional
development needs related to content, instruction, differentiation, and best
practices in educating special education students, gifted and talented
students, English language learners, and other student subgroups as needed;

(D} Developing interim building-level assessments to
monitor student progress toward proficiency on the state benchmark
assessments;

(E) Developing a plan to immediately address gaps in
learning;

(F} Examining and realigning, as needed, school
scheduling, academic support systems, and assignments of personnel; and

(G) Designing a plan for increasing parental knowledge and
skill to support academic objectives; and

{(3) By August 1 of each year, report to the House Committee on
Education and the Senate Committee on Education on:

(A) The use of mational seheol lunch state categorieal

funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding by chronically underperforming

schools in the state; and
(B) The status of the achievement gaps at chronically

underperforming schools in the state.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2907(a)(4)(C), concerning the
statewide student assessment system, is amended to read as follows:

{C) Public school districts may offer additicnal college

2 03/19/2019 02:52:34 PM TNL347
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and career readiness assessments for students in grades ten through twelve

(10-12) at no cost to the student by using public school district funding,

including without limitation natienal school Junch state catepgorieal funding

Enhanced Student Achievement Funding under § 6-20-2305.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(4)(A) and (B), concerning the
calculation of national school lunch state categorical funding, are amended

to read as follows:

(4)(A) Nationmal school Junch state ecategoriecal funding Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding for each identified national school lunch student

shall be as follows:

(i) For a public school distriet in which ninety
percent (90%) or greater of the previous school year’s enrolled students are
national school lunch students, the amount of per-student matiemal schoel

luneh state—categorieal funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding is for

each school year, one thousand five hundred seventy-six dollars ($1,576);

(ii) For a public school district in which at least
seventy percent (70%) but less than ninety percent (90%) of the previous
school year’s enrolled students are national school lunch students, the
amount of per-student natienal schoel-lunch state ecategorical fundings
Enhanced Student Achievement Funding is for each school year, one thousand

fifty-one dollars ($1,051); and

(iii)} For a public school distriet in which less
than seventy percent (70%) of the previous school year’s enrolled students
are national school lunch students, the amount of per-student national -secheol

tuneh—state-categorieal funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding is for

each school year, five hundred twenty-six dollars ($526).

(B){i){(a) Except as provided under subdivision

(b) (4)(B)(i)(c) of this section, natiomal schoel lunch state categorieal

funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding under this subdivision (b)(4)

shall be based on the number of national school lunch students for the
immediately preceding school year determined under § 6-20-2303(13)(A).

(b) If the public school district is
participating under 42 U.S5.C. § 1759a, funding under this subdivision (b) (&)
is based on the percentage determined in § 6-20-2303(13)(B) multiplied by the

number of enrolled students for the immediately preceding school year.
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(c) The per-student natienal sechool luneh
State—eategorieal funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding for an open-

enrollment public charter school shall be based upon the current school year

enrollment:
(1) In the initial year of operation for
an open-enrollment public charter school; or
{2) In a year in which an open-
enrollment public charter schoocl adds a grade.
{(ii)(a) If a public school district will receive in

the current school year matiomal sehool Junch state categerieal funding

Enhanced Student Achievement Funding under subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this

section that is based on a different per-student amount of mnational seheeol

tunch statecateporical funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding than the

public school district received in the immediately preceding school year, due

to a percentage change in national school lunch students, the department
Department of Education shall adjust the funding to the public school

district in a transitional three-year period.

(b) The amount of matienmal-school luneh-state
eategorical funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding under this

subdivision (b)(4)(B)(ii) shall be increased or decreased in each year of a

three-year transition period by one-third (1/3) of the difference between the

amount of natienmal school luneh-state categorieal funding Enhanced Student

Achievement Funding per student for the current year and the amount of

national sehool lunch state categorical—funding Enhanced Student Achievement

Funding per student for the immediately preceding year, adjusted for changes

to the funding rates in subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this sectiom.
(iii)(a) The Department of Education shall establish

rules to implement the transitional mational school lunch state categorical

funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding provided in subdivision

(b)(4)(B) (i1} of this section.
(b) The rules shall include the methods of
transition for a school district that:
(1) Experiences a decrease in the amount
of natiomnal school lunch state eategorical funding Enhanced Student
Achievement Funding per student under subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this section;

(2) Experiences an increase in the
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amount of aatienal sechoeclluneh stateecateporieslfunding Enhanced Student

Achievement Funding per student under subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this section;

or
(3) Within a three-year transition
period, experiences both a decrease and an increase in the amount of matienal

sehool lunch--state categorical funding Enhanced Student Achievement Funding

per student under subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this section.

(iv) Under no circumstances shall a public school

district be entitled to receive more or less funding Enhanced Student

Achievement Funding as a result of the transitional process than the public

school district is otherwise entitled to receive under this subdivision
{b)(4) based on the school district’s national school lunch student
population as a percentage of the public school district’s entire student
population.

(v)(a) A public school district that has experienced
a significant growth in enrolled students in the previous three (3) years
shall receive funding for the expected increase in the number of national
school lunch students based on the expected increase in enrolled students
based on the levels of funding provided in this section for national school
lunch students.

(b) The State Board of Education shall
establish rules to be used by the Department of Education to determine:

(1) The amount of growth necessary to
qualify as significant growth;

(2) The expected increase in the number
of natiomal school lunch students based on the expected increase in enrolled
students; and

(3) Which public school districts have
experienced a significant growth in enrolled students as necessary to qualify
for funding under this subdivision (b) (4)(B)(v).

(c) The Department of Education shall not be
required to adjust or fund a public school district’s national school lunch
students based on the current year’s number of naticonal school lunch students
enrolled in the public school district or the average growth of students in

the public school district.
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SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-23-501{(a)(3), concerning the distribution
of national school lunch state categorical funding to an open-enrollment

public charter school, is amended to read as follows:

(3) Uetisnsl pehesl Jlumneb sepce cotecseical fundine Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding under § 6-20-2305(b)(4) shall be provided to an

open-enrollment public charter school as follows:

(A) For the first year of operation, the first year
operating under a new license, the first year adding a new campus, and in any
year when a grade is added at any campus, free or reduced-price meal
eligibility data as reported by Qctober 1 of the current school year will be

used to calculate the mational secheol Junch state cateporical funding

Enhanced Student Achievement Funding under the state board rules governing

special needs funding; and

(B) For the second year and each school year of operation
thereafter, the previocus year's October 1 national school lunch student count
as specified in state board rules governing special needs funding will be

used to calculate mational school lunech state ecategorieal funding Enhanced

Student Achievement Funding for the open-enrollment public charter school.

APPROVED: 4/17/19

6 03/19/2019 02:52:34 PM TNL347



N0 N Y B W N

wmmmmmwmwmmmwmmmm.—n—-n—~H~H|—.—.—-
A e e == T = B+ = B B Y T T I U R I = SV - S < - B N R - N T I N

Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 741 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/15/17
91st General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2017 HOUSE BILL 1689

By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING AND INDEBTEDNESS; TO
AMEND FUNDING PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS FOR PUBLIC
EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE; TO AMEND PROVISIONS
CONCERNING EDUCATION SERVICE GCOOPERATIVE FINANCING;
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC
SCHOOL FUNDING AND INDEBTEDNESS; TQ AMEND
FUNDING PROVISIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC
EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE; AND TO AMEND
PROVISIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION SERVICE
COOPERATIVE FINANCING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1006(d)(9), concerning the authority
of a board of directors of education services cooperatives, is amended to
read as follows:

(%) Re&aﬂgjﬁle&mgﬁafebaﬁﬂgj«eeﬂ&mfeaﬂgj—m;pee&mg—by
gift——sueh For facilities and buildings as may be required to provide
authorized programs and services:

(A} Renting, leasing, purchasing, constructing, or

receiving by gift;

(Bl Borrowing from the revolving loan fund under § 6-20-

818; or

MHTITHRY
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(C) Borrowing from other sources for limited or unusual

circumstances upon approval of the Commissioner of Educatrion and Director of

the Department of Finance and Administration; and

SECTICON 2. Arkansas Code § 6-17-1117(a)(3)(B), concerning public
school employees’ health insurance programs, is amended to read as follows:
(B) As used in this section, “local contribution rate”
means the minimum eontribution ameunt o school distriet provides for health
insurance—abovethe minimum contributien rate required under subdivision

{a)(l) of this section in addition to the contribution amount a school

district provides for health insurance above that minimum contribution rate.

SECTION 3. The introductory language of Arkansas Code § 6-17-
1117(a)(5), concerning public school employees’ health insurance programs, is
amended to read as follows:

(5) A school district is not required to increase the local
contribution rate as directed under subdivision (a)(¢3) of this section if the

school district:

SECTION 4, Arkansas Code § 6-20-402(d), concerning limitations on
school district indebtedness, is amended to add an additional subdivision to
read as follows:

(6) Upon incurring current indebtedness, the school district

shall notify the department of the indebtedness, on forms provided by the

department, showing the:

(A) Payee and anv assignee;
{B) School district;

(€} Purpose of the indebtedmess;

(D) Maturity date of the indebtedness;

(E) Amount borrowed and interest rate of indebtedness; and

(F} Amortization schedule showing installments, if

applicable.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2202(d)(1)(B)(ii)}, concerning budget
and expenditure reports, is amended to read as follows:

(ii) A final close must be performed in each school

2 02-17-2017 16:16:00 PTL290
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As Engrossed: H3/15/17 HB1689

district’s or open-enrollment public charter school’s or education service

cooperative’s applicable general ledger database no later than September—-30+

thereafter September 10 of each vear.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(a)(l)(B), concerning school
district foundation funding, is amended to read as follows:
(B} The Department of Education shall distribute state

foundation funding aid to each school district in elewven—¢l1) twelve (12)
equal monthly payments.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(c) (2}, concerning student growth
funding, is amended to read as follows:
{2)4A) Student growth funding is calculated as the sum of the
following amounts:
£33(A) One quarter (%) of the per student foundation
funding for the scheool district under subdivision (a)(2) of this section
multiplied by the increase, if any, of each of the following:

{a)>(i) The school district’s guarterly average daily

membership for the fourth aguarter of the previous school year over the

average daily membership of the previous school year;

{ii) The school district’s quarterly average daily
membership for the first quarter of the current school year over average
daily membership of the previous school year;

4b)(iii) The school district’s quarterly average
daily membership for the second quarter of the current year over the average
daily membership of the previous school year; and

4e}(iv) The school district’s quarterly average

daily membership for the third quarter of the current school year over the

average daily membership of the previocus school year; and

{ii)(B) Excluding any increase resulting solely from

consolidation or annexation with another school district; and

(C) If net revenues minus any recoupment under subdivision

3 02-17-2017 16:16:00 PIL290
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{a)(4)(B) of this section plus miscellaneous funds calculated under § 6-20-

2308(b) (1) (A) exceed the foundation funding amount, a school district shall

be eligible to receive the amount of calculated student growth funding that

exceeds net revenues minus any recoupment under subdivision (a){4)(B) of this

section plus miscellaneous funds calculated under § 6-20-2308(b) (1} (A}.

/s/Cozart

APPROVED: 03/29/2017
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law,
Act 745 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas .
91st General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2017 HOUSE BILL 1646

By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS
CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC EDUCATION; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE
ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC
EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 5, Subchapter, 1 is

repealed.

IR
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-10-119 is amended to read as follows:

6-10-119. Medicaid billing.

(a)(l) By May 1 of each year, the Speecial Education Section of the
Department of Education shall determine whiech identify school distriects that

are underperforming in the area of direct-service Medicaid billing.

(2) Basedon +this determination,—underperforming The department

shall direct identified school districts shell-be dirceted by the section to

increase direct-service Medicaid billing by district staff or enter into an

agreement asseeiste with an education service cooperative or other public or

private entity for the provision of direct-service Medicaid billing services.

(b) The school district for which billing services are rendered shall

2 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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pay the education service cooperative providing the billing services an
amount necessary to compensate the education service cooperative for costs
associated with providing the services+—subjeettothe review andappreval—oef
sha soetdon,

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed tec restrict qualified
publiec or private providers from developing, maintaining, or expanding

service relationships with school districts.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-10-121(a)(1l), concerning tornado safety
drills, is amended to read as follows:
(a)(1) As used in this section, “public schocl” means:
(A & A school that is part of a public school district
under the control and management of a local school district board of
directors; or

{B) An open enrollment public charter school.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-11-104(b), concerning meetings of the
State Board of Education, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The state board will meet each December +o In any of its meetings

before the end of the calendar year, the state board shall determine the

meeting dates for the following year.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-11-105(a)(3), concerning the powers and

duties of the State Board of Education, is repealed.

3y p i les for &l N : i1 ;
. | infeetd 14 | phveical def .

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-11-112 is amended to read as follows:

6-11-112. Power to make plans coordinating state and federal laws.

The State Board of Education is empowered to make plans, promulgate
rules, and seek waivers for flexibility as necessary for this state to meet
the requirements of a law enacted by Congress for general education,

including without limitation the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of

1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the NeoGChild-Left Behind Aet of
2001, Pub, L. No.—107-110y Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95, or

any supplementary federal regulatioms, directives, or decisions of the United

3 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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States Department of Education pertaining to that legislation.

SECTION 7.

SECTION 3.

Arkansas Code § 6-11-119 is repealed.

Arkansas Code § 6-11-128(b), concerning school district use

of a software system other than the Arkansas Public School Computer Network,

is repealed.

4 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-11-128(c)(6), concerning a certification
program for the Arkansas Public School Computer Network, is repealed.
(6) (A)—D Lopi L£ .  fo
4y Ae 1 (1) . 1 hool di .
| ficd APSCN_ £4 a1 . , . .

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-11-131 is repealed.

6-11-131. Divisi £ the D £ pa \

(a) (1) E££ . Tulv 1. 2005 he D £ g4 . hall
. e . Imind , e £ollowd Hivisd :
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SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(d)(1l), concerning creation of a

school district, is amended to read as follows:

(d)(1l) The ad walerum valorem tax rate of the new school district
shall remain the same as that of the original school district until an
election is held in the new school district and a rate of tax is approved and
shall be allocated in the same proportion between maintenance and operation

and debt service as was allocated by the original school district.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(e)(2), concerning creation of a
school district, is amended to read as follows:
(2) Enter into lease with purchase lease-purchase agreements,
revolving loans under 6-20-801 et seq., term—loansy, post-date post-dated

warrants, or installment contracts;

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(h)(2), concerning creation of a
school district, is amended to read as follows:
(2) At the school election or any subsequent school election, a
new school district may present to the qualified electors of the new school
district a proposed ad walerum valorem tax for the maintenance and operation

of schools and the retirement of indebtedness.

6 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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Arkansas Code § 6-13-1606 is repealed.
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(3)— Stud : A Lol and arhnd

SECTION 15. Arkansas Code § 6-15-902(c)(2){C)(i), concerning grading
scales, is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as follows:

(c) Attends a College Board endorsed training

at intervals recommended by the College Board; or

SECTION 16. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1402(b)(4}(B), concerning the
contents of a school performance report, is amended to read as follows:
(B) Of that total, the number who meet each of the
following criteria:
(i) Highly qualified teachert
{ii)— Identified as proficient or above under the
Teacher Excellence and Support System for the school; and
(3413 {ii) Certified by the National Board for

Professional Teaching Standards.

SECTION 17. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1601(g)(2), concerning the duties of
the Commission on Closing the Achievement Gap in Arkansas, is amended to read
as follows:

(2) Monitor the Department of Education’s efforts to comply with
federal guidelines on improving the academic achievement of the
disadvantaged, specifically ineludings but -not limited+€ey including without
limitation the No-Ghild Left Behind Aectof 200} Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 80-10, as reauthorized by the Every

8 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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Student Succeeds Act, Pub. T.. No. 114-95;

SECTION 18. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1601(h)(2), concerning the Commission
on Closing the Achievement Gap in Arkansas, is amended to read as follows:

(2) Relevant technical experts to assist in drafting and monitoring
the department’s efforts to comply with federal guidelines on improving the
academic achievement of the disadvantaged, specifically including without

limitation the No-Child Left Behind Aet of 2001+ 20 U. 5. G- £ 6301 et-seg~

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 80-10, as

reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

SECTION 19. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(d)(3)(C)(iii), concerning the

criteria for designating education renewal zones and participating schools,

is repealed.

SECTION 20, Arkansas Code § 6-16-1405(a)({4), concerning the approval
of digital learning providers, is amended to read as follows:
(4)(A) Utilizes highly qualified teachers to deliver digital
learning courses to public school students.
(B) A highly qualified teacher that who delivers digital
learning courses under this subchapter is not required to be licensed as a
teacher or administrator by the state board, but shall meet the minimum

gualifications for teaching in a core content area established by rules of

the state beoard.

SECTION 21. Arkansas Code § 6-17-704(d), concerning school district
professional development plans, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The professional development offerings may include approved
conferences, workshops, institutes, individual learning, mentoring, peer-

coaching, study groups, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

certification, distance learning, micro-credentialing approved by the

department, internships, and college or university course work.

9 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PTL298
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SECTION 22. Arkansas Code § 6-17-705{(e), concerning professional
development credit, is amended to read as follows:

(e) A person who holds any license issued by the State Board of

Education may obtain credit for required professional development through a

micro-credentialing process approved by the department.
(f) The S$tate Board of Educatien state board shall promulgate the

rules necessary for the proper implementation of this section.

SECTION 23. Arkansas Code § 6-17-707(e), concerning the Arkansas
Online Professional Development Initiative, is amended to read as follows:

(e){(l) The department shall determine the content of and preapprove
all professional development courses or programs delivered by the network
that qualify for professional development credit as required by the Standards
for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts or teacher
licensure requirements.

{2) The department may approve professiconal development obtained

through a micro-credentialing process.

SECTION 24. Arkansas Code § 6-17-919(b), concerning the warrants
issued without a valid teaching license, is amended to read as follows:

(b)(l) The school district superintendent and the superintendent’s
surety shall be liable for any warrants that he or she countersigns in
payment of teachers’ salaries unless and until the state board has issued a

valid license or the department Department of Education has provided the

documentation required by subdivision (a)(l)(B) of this section.

{?2) An online copv that is accessible on a website designated by

the department is sufficient evidence of the issuance of a valid license or

the documentation required by subdivision (a)(l)(B) of this section.

SECTION 25. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 3, is
amended to add an additional section to read as follows:

6-18-320. Unsafe school choice program.

{a) Any student that becomes the victim of a violent criminal offense

while in or on the grounds of an Arkansas public elementary, secondary. or

public charter school or who is attending a persistently dangerous public

10 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL2938
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school shall be allowed to attend a safe public school within the local

educational agency under rules established by the State Board of Education.

(b) The state board may promulgate rules to administer this section.

SECTION 26. Arkansas Code Title &, Chapter 18, Subchapter 8 is

repealed.

11 02-21-2017 1l:45:34 PIL298
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SECTION 27. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1005(a)(1)(L), concerning student

guidance services, is amended to read as follows:
(L) Classroom guidance, which shall be limited to forty-

minute class sessions, not to exceed three (3) per day er and not to exceed

ten (10) per week; and

SECTION 28. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1908(d), concerning the length of
fiscal distress status, is amended to read as follows:

(d) Except under §-6-20-1910¢(d) § 6-20-1910(e), a school district
shall not be allowed to remain in fiscal distress status for more than five
(5) consecutive school years from the date that the school district was

classified as being in fiscal distress status.

SECTION 29. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1908(i), concerning State Board of
Education action regarding fiscal distress, is amended to read as follows:

(i) Except under §6-20-1910¢(d4} § 6-20-1910(e), the state board shall
consolidate, annex, or reconstitute any school district that fails to remove
itself from the classification of a school district in fiscal distress within
five (5) consecutive school years of classification of fiscal distress status
unless the state board, at its discretion, issues a written finding supported
by a majority of the state board, explaining in detail that the school

district could not remove itself from fiscal distress due to impossibility

12 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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caused by external forces beyond the school district’s control.

SECTION 30. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1910(d)(l), concerning state
assumption of authority of a school district in fiscal distress, 1is amended
to read as follows:

(d) If the Commissioner of Education assumes authority over a public
school district in fiscal distress under subseetion{a)of thisseetion § 6-
20-1909, the state board may pursue the following process for returning a
public school distriet to the local control of its residents:

(1) During the second full school year following a—scheol
districtls elagsificationas being in fiseal distressstatus the assumption
of authority, the state board shall determine the extent of the school

district's progress toward correcting all issues that caused the

classification of fiscal distress;

SECTION 31. Arkansas Code § 6-41-407 is amended to read as follows:

6-41-407. Accommodation for students with sensory processing
difficulty.

When administering a state-mandated assessment or a state-mandated
test, the Department of Education and each school district shall allow a
student that has been evaluated through appropriate testing, including a
comprehensive eye examination by an optometrist or an ophthalmologist, and
identified as having difficulty with sensory processing in reaction to
oversensitivity to full spectrum light to use color overlays specific to the
student’s oversensitivity that alter the contrast between the words and the
page so that the student can visually comprehend the words on a page of a

state mandated assessment or a state-mandated test, if made available by the

test developer.

APPROVED: 03/29/2017
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 930 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: §3/20/17
91st General Assembly Bl
Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 647

By: Senator J. English
By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE ACCOUNTABILITY
SYSTEM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, Subchapter 4, is

repealed.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, is amended to add an

additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 29 — Arkansas FEducational Support and Accountability Act
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6-15-2901. Title.

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Arkansas

Educational Support and Accountability Act”.

6-15-2902. Legislative findings.

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Arkansas Constitution, Article 14, § 1, requires the State

of Arkansas to provide a general, suitable, and efficient system of free

public schools to the children of the state;

(2) Under the decision of the Arkansas Supreme Court in Lake

View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark. 31 (2002), it is the

absolute duty of the State of Arkansas to provide all public school children

with a substantially equal opportunity for an adequate education;

(3) It is the state’s responsibility to provide the statutory

framework necessary to ensure that all students in the public schools of this

state have a substantially equal opportunity to achieve and demonstrate

academic readiness, individual academic growth, and competencies through the

application of knowledge and skills in core subjects, consistent with state

academic standards through a student-focused learning system;

(4)(A) In Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, the

Arkansas Supreme Court explicitly addressed the relationship between local

control versus the state’s responsibility when, in quoting DuPree v. Alma

School District No. 30, 279 Ark. 340 (1983), it opined, "[i]f local

government fails, the state government must compel it to act, and if the

local government cannot carry the burden, the state must itself meet its

continuing obligation.

(B) An accountability system that provides increasing

levels of state assistance would help the local government or the local

public school district board of directors to meet this burden, while allowing

state intervention to occur if the local government chronically fails to meet

the burden in spite of the state assistance;

(5) Arkansas public schools and school districts would benefit

from an accountability system that:

(A) Uses multiple measures of student academic achievement

and growth; and

(B) Allows flexibility for public schools and school
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districts to utilize local decision-making while maintaining quality in

education;

(6) A comprehensive accountability system would empower the

state and public school districts to assess the effectiveness of student-

focused education using multiple factors, measures, and indicators of student

achievement and school quality, rather than relying solely on an annual

statewide assessment; and

(7)(A) The State of Arkansas cannot be the sole guarantor of

each individual student’s success.

(B) Parents, students, families, educational institutions,

and communities, as collaborative partners in education, play an important

role in the success of individual students.

6-15-2903. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) "Academic growth" means the calculation of a student’s

academic progress from one school year to the next, as measured by

assessments and other criteria required by rule of the State Board of

Education;

(2) "College and career readiness assessment' means a set of

criterion-referenced measurements of a student’s acquisition of the knowledge

and skills that the student needs to:

(A) Be successful in future endeavors, including credit-

bearing, first-year courses at an institution of higher education such as a

two-year or four-year college, trade school, or technical school; or

(B) FEmbark on a career;

(3) “Consolidated state plan” means the Arkansas consolidated

state application accountability plan required under the Elementary and

Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

(4) (A) "Educator" means a person holding a valid Arkansas

standard teaching license, an ancillary license, a provisional license, a

technical permit, or an administrator’s license issued by the state board.

(B) "Educator" includes a licensed or nonlicensed

classroom teacher or administrator employed in a position under a waiver from

licensure;
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(5) “Fnglish language arts” means the academic standards for

English, reading, and writing;

(6) “Fnglish learner” means an individual whose native language

is a language other than English or who comes from an environment where a

language other than English has had a significant impact on the individual’s

level of English language proficiency;

(7) “Personally identifiable information” means the same as in
34 CFR § 99.3, as it existed on January 1, 2017;

(8) "Public school” means:

(A) A school operated by a public school district; or

(B) An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined

in § 6-23-103;

(9) “Public school district?” means:

(A) A geographic area that:

(i) Is governed by an elected board of directors

that conducts the daily affairs of public schools pursuant to the Supervisory

authority vested by this title; and

(ii) Qualifies as a taxing unit for purposes of ad

valorem property taxes under § 26-1-101 et seq. and Arkansas Constitution,

Article 14, § 3; or

(B) An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined

in § 6-23-103;

(10) “School-level improvement plan” means a plan that at a

minimum:

(A) FEstablishes goals or anticipated outcomes;

(B) Identifies student supports or interventions to be

implemented; and

(C) Describes the professional learning necessary for

adults to deliver the supports or interventions;

(11) *“School district systems” means the operations and

procedures that occur within a public school district, including without

Ilimitation:

(A) Academics;

(B) Facilities

(C) Fiscal operations;

(D) Human capital management; and
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(F) Student support services; and

(12) "Student success plan" means a personalized education plan

intended to assist students with achieving readiness for college, career, and

community engagement.

6-15-2904. Responsibility of Department of Education.

The Department of Education shall develop and implement a comprehensive

accountability system for Arkansas public schools and school districts that:

(1) Establishes clear academic standards that are periodically

reviewed and revised;

(2) Maintains a statewide student assessment system that includes

a variety of assessment measures;

(3) Assesses whether all students have equitable access to

excellent educators;

(4) Establishes levels of support for public school districts;

and

(5) Maintains information systems composed of performance

indicators that allow the department to identify levels of public school

district support and generate reports for the public.

6-15-2905. Authority of State Board of FEducation.

The State Board of Education shall:

(1) Approve:

(A) Academic standards for each content area; and

(B) A statewide student assessment system, including

without Iimitation performance levels for statewide assessments;

(2) Promulgate rules to implement the comprehensive

accountability system for Arkansas public schools and school districts and

this subchapter; and

(3) Take any other appropriate action required or authorized by

this subchapter.

6-15-2906. Academic standards.

(a) (1) The Department of FEducation shall establish academic standards

that define what students shall know and be able to demonstrate in each

content area.
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(2) Instruction in all public schools shall be based on the

academic standards to prepare students to demonstrate the skills and

competencies necessary for successful academic growth and high school

graduation.

(b) The department shall establish a schedule for periodic review and

revision of academic standards to ensure that Arkansas academic standards are

rigorous and prepare students for college, career, and community engagement;

(c) The department shall include, at a minimum, the following elements

in the periodic review and revision of Arkansas academic standards:

(1) Review and input by Arkansas:

(A) Fducators from elementary, secondary, and higher

education; and

(B) Community members with professional experience related

to the academic content area;

(2) Study and consideration of academic standards at the

national and international level, as appropriate;

(3) Study and consideration of an evaluation of the academic

standards from national groups or organizations, as appropriate; and

(4) Public dissemination of revised academic standards.

6-15-2907. Statewide student assessment system.

(a) The Department of Education shall implement a statewide student

assessment system to be administered by Arkansas public schools on a schedule

determined by the State Board of Education that includes the following

components:
(1) Developmentally appropriate measurements or assessments for

kindergarten through grade two (K-2) in literacy and mathematics;

(2) Assessments to measure English language arts, mathematics,

and science as identified by the state board;

(3) Assessments of English proficiency of all English learners;

and

(4) (A) Assessments to measure college and career readiness;

(B) A public school that serves any student in grades ten

through twelve (10-12) shall administer college and career readiness

assessments as determined by the state board to each student before he or she

eoraduates from high school.

45 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417



0 N O L &~ LN -

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

(C) Public school districts may offer additional college

and career readiness assessments for students in grades ten through twelve

(10-12) at no cost to the student by using public school district funding,

including without limitation national school lunch state categorical funding
under § 6-20-2305.
(b) At the direction of the state board, the department shall cause

assessment instruments to be administered at additional grade levels as

necessary to measure educational achievement in the public schools of this

state.

(c) The statewide student assessment system may include additional

assessment options approved by the state board, including without Iimitation

assessments to measure application of knowledge and skills in civics,

government, and additional sciences, as measured on a schedule determined by

the state board.

(d) A public school district, at its own expense, may assess the

academic achievement and growth of students by other means in addition to the

required statewide student assessment system.

(e) All students enrolled in a public school district shall

participate in the statewide student assessment system.

(f) Public school district boards of directors shall not establish

school calendars that limit or interfere with Student participation in the

statewide student assessment system.

(g) The State of Arkansas shall participate in the administration of

the National Assessment of Educational Progress examinations.

(h) The department shall provide for statewide Student assessments

that are:

(1) Valid and reliable;

(2) Obtained or developed, as appropriate, through contracts and

project agreements;

(3) Aligned to the Arkansas academic standards; and

(4) Scored and returned for public school and school district

use by July 1 of each year.

(i) (1) Public schools, school districts, and educators shall maintain

assessment security and confidentiality.

(2)(A) (i) The following individuals may serve as the test

administrator during the administration of a statewide student assessment
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under this subchapter if the individual has received the training required by

the department:

(1) A licensed educator, including a long-term

substitute teacher;

(2) A retired educator; and

(3) An individual employed under a waiver from

licensure as a teacher of record or as an administrator.

(ii) If accompanied by a test administrator as

described in subdivision (i) (2)(A) (i) of this section, any employee,

including a substitute teacher, may serve as a test proctor.

(B) A relative or guardian of a student shall not serve as

a test administrator or proctor in the same testing room as the student

during the administration of an assessment under this subchapter.

(C) As used in this section, “long-term substitute

teacher” means an individual who holds a valid teaching license who does not

have a full-time contract with a school district.

(3) A violation by a public school, a public school district or

an educator of the security or confidential integrity of any test or

assessment may result in action by the state board under §§ 6-17-410 and 6-

17-428 or under the rules promulgated by the state board to implement this

subchapter.
(j) The statewide student assessment system shall not assess Students’

religious or political beliefs.

(k)(l) The assessment scores of students attending the Arkansas School

for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts of the University of Arkansas System

shall be sent to and included on the reports of the public school district

the student attended immediately prior to transferring to the Arkansas School

for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts.

(2) Copies of the assessment scores of students attending the

Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts shall be made

available to the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts.

(1) Public school districts shall analyze and report student

performance data to students, parents, and the community, if the disclosures

are not in conflict with applicable federal law and state law.

6-15-2908. Analyses of statewide student assessment data.
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(a) (1) The Department of Fducation shall provide analyses of data

produced by statewide student assessments.

(2) The analyses of data shall:

(A) Use statewide student assessment results and other

valid and reliable measures of student learning, as determined by the State

Board of Education, that measure student performance and growth for the

purposes of improving student achievement, accountability, and recognition;

and

(B) Provide the best measures of the effects of the

classroom, school, and school district on student performance or progress.

(3) The model used by the department shall:

(A) Be approved by the state board before implementation;

and

(B) Include without lIimitation sufficient transparency in

the model’s selection, development, and operational use to:

(i) FEnsure that clear documentation, justification,

and technical qualities are reported; and

(ii) Allow others in the field to assess the nature

and quality of the model, the resulting scores, and interpretations based on

the model’s scores.

(b) The state board shall approve the process and timeline for a

public school district to verify the accuracy or request correction of the

statewide Sstudent assessment data.

(c) The score on statewide student assessments for an English learner:

(1) Shall not be counted for growth or achievement purposes in

the accountability ratings of a public school or public school district if

the English learner has been enrolled in a public school or private school in

the United States for less than twelve (12) months; and

(1) Shall be counted for growth purposes only and not for

achievement purposes in the accountability ratings of a public school or

public school district if the English learner has been enrolled in a public

school or private school in the United States for at least twelve (12) months

but not more than twenty-four (24) months.

6-15-2909. Public availability of test instruments and scores.

(a) Any material containing the personally identifiable information,
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including without limitation identifiable scores, of individual students on

any test taken under the provisions of this subchapter shall not be:

(1) Considered a public record within the meaning of the Freedom

of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seq.; or

(2) Disseminated or otherwise made available to the public by a

member of the State Board of FEducation, an employee of the Department of

Education, a member of the board of directors of a school district, an

employee of a school district, or any other person, except as permitted under

the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20

U.S.C. § 1232¢, as it existed on January 1, 2017.

(b) All analyses, reports, and compilations of test scores that do not

contain personally identifiable information are a public record within the

meaning of the Freedom of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seq., if

the release complies with the Family FEducational Rights and Privacy Act of

1974, 20 U.S.C. § 12322, as it existed on January 1, 2017, and with the

Student Online Personal Information Protection Act, § 6-18-109.

(c) In order to protect the validity and reliability of statewide

Student assessments, the test instruments shall not be made available to the

public.

6-15-2910. Student performance levels.

(a) The Department of Education shall recommend student performance

levels for the statewide student assessment system to the State Board of

Education for its approval.

(b) Student performance levels shall be adopted for the following

academic content areas, including without Iimitation:

(1) FEnglish language arts;

(2) Mathematics; and

(3) Science.

(c) Student performance levels for academic content areas shall

indicate the skills and competencies necessary for a student to be college

and career ready by the completion of high school.

(d) Student performance levels shall be adopted for English language

proficiency.

6-15-2911. Student-focused learning system.
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(a) (1) Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the Department of

Education shall collaborate with public school districts to transition to a

student-focused learning system to support success for all students.

(2) As part of a public school district’s student-focused

learning system, the public school district shall annually use multiple

academic measures to identify students in need of additional support or

acceleration to personalize learning in order for students to achieve their

grade-level expectations and individual growth.

(3)(A) Academic measures shall include statewide student

assessment results.

(B) Academic measures may include without Iimitation:

(i) Subject grades;

(ii) Student work samples; and

(iii) Local assessment scores.

(b) (1) Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, each student, by the

end of grade eight (8), shall have a student success plan developed by school

personnel in collaboration with parents and the student that is reviewed and

updated annually.

(2) The student success plan shall, at a minimum:

(A) Guide the student along pathways to graduation;

(B) Address accelerated learning opportunities;

(C) Address academic deficits and interventions; and

(D) Include college and career planning components.

(3) An individualized education program for a student with a

disability, identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,

20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seqg., meets the requirements of this section if the

individualized education program:

(A) Addresses academic deficits and interventions for

Students not meeting standards-based academic goals at an expected rate or

level; and

(B) Includes a transition plan that addresses college and

career planning components.

(4) The State Board of Education may promulgate rules to

implement this section that include without limitation requirements for the

development and review of a student success plan if a student is enrolled for

the first time in or transfers to a public school district in the state
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during or after the student completes grade eight (8).

(c) Public school districts shall use data from college and career

readiness assessments to:

(1) Update student success plans;

(2) Assist students with:

(A) College and career readiness skills;

(B) Course selection in high school; and

(C) Improved academic achievement;

(3) Provide the basis for counseling concerning postsecondary

preparatory programs; and

(4) Support strategies or programs to:

(A) Increase college preparation rates of all students,

including students of low income, English learners, and minority students;

(B) Decrease the remediation rates of high school

graduates entering institutions of higher education; and

(C) Increase the attainment of career credentials or

technical certificates through expanded opportunities for students.

(d) Public school districts may include community engagement

components as part of the public school’s student-focused learning system and

student success plans.

6-15-2912. Educator excellence — Intent.

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that all students in

Arkansas public schools be taught by qualified and effective educators and

that low-income or minority students not be taught at disproportionate rates

by educators who are ineffective, inexperienced, or teaching a subject for

which they are not currently licensed.

(b) The State Board of Fducation may promulgate rules that promote the

state’s goal of providing all Arkansas public school students with qualified

and effective educators and include without limitation:

(1) Systems to support educator effectiveness;

(2) The method of reporting educator effectiveness by public

schools and school districts, including without limitation:

(A) The professional qualifications of educators; and

(B) The number and percentage of:

(i) Teacher educators, principals, and school
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leaders who are inexperienced;

(ii) Fducators with emergency or provisional

credentials; and

(iii) Fducators who are teaching a subject for which

they are not currently licensed; and

(3) The methods of calculating and reporting the rate at which

low-income and minority students are disproportionately taught by educators

who are ineffective, inexperienced, or teaching a subject for which they are

not currently licensed.

(c) Fach public school and school district shall:

(1) Report the data needed by the Department of Education to

identify and evaluate educator effectiveness in accordance with state and

federal reporting requirements; and

(2) FEnsure that its educators provide instruction that aligns

with the academic standards established to prepare students to demonstrate

the skills and competencies necessary for successful academic growth and high

school graduation.

6-15-2913. Levels of school district support.

(a)(l) The State Board of Fducation shall promulgate rules to

establish:

(A) (i) The process for determining the differentiated

levels of support that the Department of Education will provide to school

districts.

(ii) The levels of support shall include:

(a) Level 1 - General;

(b) Level 2 - Collaborative;

(c) Level 3 - Coordinated;

(d) Level 4 - Directed; and

(e) Level 5 — Intensive; and

(B) The process for guiding, monitoring, or directing:

(i) School-level improvement plans;

(ii) Supports;

(ii7i) Resources;

(iv) Interventions; and

(v) Reporting requirements.
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(2) The process established by the state board for determining

the level of support provided to a public school district may include without

limitation consideration of:

(A) The performance levels of all students on statewide

student assessments adopted in accordance with the consolidated state plan;

(B) The performance levels of subgroup populations on

statewide student assessments adopted in accordance with the consolidated

state plan;

(C) The schools identified as in need of targeted or

comprehensive support, or both, pursuant to the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the Every
Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95; and

(D) Other criteria the state board determines appropriate,

including without Iimitation:

(i) Feeder pattern performance;

(ii) Graduation rates;

(iii) Growth calculations; and

(iv) Other indicators of school success.

(b) (1) The state board may adopt, by rule, an alternate process of

determining the level of support to be provided to public schools or school

districts serving specific student populations, including without limitation:

(A) A public school that is designated solely as an

alternative learning environment;

(B) An open-enrollment public charter school whose mission

and enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of

school or are identified as at risk of dropping out of school;

(C) A conversion public charter school whose mission and

enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of school

or are identified as at risk of dropping out of school;

(D) The Arkansas School for the Blind;

(F) The Arkansas School for the Deaf; and

(F) A public school or system of education that primarily

serves adjudicated youth.

(2) The alternate process adopted by the state board under

subsection (b) (1) of this section shall specify the method to measure student

academic performance.
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(c) A public school district that fails to comply with requirements

placed on the public school district by the state board under this subchapter

is in violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools

and School Districts.

6-15-2914. School-level improvement plans — School district support

plans.
(a) The General Assembly finds that it is the responsibility of:

(1) The state to support its public school districts; and

(2) A public school district to support its schools.

(b) (1) Beginning on May 1, 2018, and by May 1 annually thereafter, a

public school shall submit to its public school district a school-level

improvement plan for approval by the public school district and public school

district board of directors for implementation in the following school year.

(2) School-level improvement plans shall be posted on the public

school district’s website by August 1 of each year.

(c) School-level improvement plans shall be:

(1) Monitored by the public school district for implementation

fidelity and progress throughout the year; and

(2) FEvaluated annually by the public school district for goal

progress and accomplishment.

(d) (1) Annually by September 1, a public school district receiving

Level 2 - Collaborative, Level 3 - Coordinated, Level 4 - Directed, or Level

5 - Intensive support shall submit to the Department of Education a public

school district support plan in accordance with rules of the State Board of

Education.

(2) A public school district’s support plan shall be posted on

the public school district’s website no later than ten (10) days after

submission to the department.

(e) Public school district support plans shall include without

Ilimitation the support the public school district will provide to public

schools identified as in need of targeted or comprehensive support, or both,

pursuant to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No.

89-10, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No.
114-95.

54 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417



0 N O L &~ LN -

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

6-15-2915. School district classification as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support — Student transfer eligibility.

(a) The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules governing the

classification of public school districts as in need of Level 5 - Intensive

support and the support to be provided.

(b) The Department of Education shall notify in writing the public

school district superintendent and the president of the public school

district board of directors of the recommendation to the state board for

classification as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

(c)(l) A public school district recommended for classification as in

need of Level 5 - Intensive support may appeal to the state board by filing a

written appeal with the Commissioner of Education in accordance with the

procedure established in the rules of the state board.

(2) A public school district shall be classified as in need of

Level 5 -Intensive support and receive support upon final determination by

the state board.

(3) A public school district may appeal the state board’s final

determination to the Pulaski County Circuit Court under the Arkansas

Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq.

(d) A student attending a public school district classified as in need

of Level 5 - Intensive support may transfer under the Arkansas Opportunity

Public School Choice Act of 2004, § 6-18-227, to another public school

district that is not classified as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

6-15-2916. State Board of Fducation authority over a public school

district classified as in need of Level 5 - Intensive sSupport.

If a public school district is classified as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support, the State Board of Education may:

(1) Direct the Commissioner of Fducation to conduct an analysis

of all school district systems and make recommendations for action by the

state board; and

(2) Assume authority of the public school district and take one

(1) or more of the following actions at any time after classification:

(A) Remove permanently, reassign, or suspend on a

temporary basis the superintendent of the school district and:

(i) Appoint an individual in place of the

55 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417



0 N O L &~ LN -

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

superintendent of the public school district to administratively operate the

public school district under the supervision and approval of the

commissioner;

(ii) Authorize the individual to remove, replace,

reassign, or suspend public school district personnel in accordance with

state law; and

(iii) Compensate from public school district funds

the individual appointed to operate the public school district and other

individuals authorized by the commissioner;

(B) Remove permanently or suspend on a temporary basis

some or all of the current public school district board of directors and

either:

(i) Call for the election of a new public school

district board of directors, in which case the public school district shall

reimburse the county board of election commissioners for election costs as

otherwise required by law;

(ii) Require the public school district to operate

without a board of directors under the supervision of the superintendent of

the public school district or an individual or panel appointed by the

commissioner; or

(iii) Direct the commissioner to assume some or all

authority of the public school district board of directors as may be

necessary to operate the public school district;

(C) (i) Remove on a temporary basis some or all of the

powers and duties granted to the current public school district board of

directors under § 6-13-620 or any other law but allow the public school

district board of directors to continue to operate under the direction and

approval of the commissioner.

(ii) The state board shall define the powers and

duties of the public school district board of directors.

(iii) The public school district board of directors

shall act in an advisory capacity to the commissioner regarding all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner;

(D) Require the annexation, consolidation, or

reconstitution of the public school district under § 6-13-1401 et seq. and

this subchapter;
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(F) Waive provisions of Title 6 and corresponding rules of

the state board with the exception of:

(i) Special education programs as provided by this

title;

(ii) Conducting criminal background checks for

employees as provided in this title; and

(iii) Health and safety codes as established by the

state board and local governmental entities;

(F) Require reassignment of some or all of the

administrative, instructional, or support staff of a public school;

(G) Require a public school to institute and fully

implement a student curriculum based on academic standards;

(H) Require a public school to provide professional

development for teachers and administrators based on the department’s review

of educators’ professional growth plans with the cost to be paid by the

public school district in which the public school is located;

(I) Remove one (1) or more public schools from the

jurisdiction of the classified school district and establish alternative

public governance and supervision of the public school;

(J) Require reorganization, closure, or dissolution of one

(1) or more of the public schools within the classified district; and

(K) Take any other necessary and proper action, as

determined by the state board that is allowed by law.

6-15-2917. Public school district under authority of the State Board

of Education.

(a) For a public school district under the authority of the State

Board of Education, the state board shall review quarterly the progress of

the public school district toward improving the issues that caused the

classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.

(b) At any time during the second full school year following the

assumption of authority or any time thereafter:

(1) The state board may direct the commissioner to update the

analysis of all school district systems to determine if the public school

district has demonstrated substantial improvement of the issues that caused
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the classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support;

(2) The commissioner may recommend to the state board that the

state board:

(A) Take additional action concerning the public school

district under § 6-15-2916; or

(B) Return the public school district to local control

through the appointment or election of a board of directors; and

(3)(A) The state board may return the public school district to

local control through the appointment or election of a newly elected board of

directors upon the recommendation of the commissioner.

(B) The state board may limit the powers and duties of the

public school district board of directors under § 6-13-620 or any other law

but allow the public school district board of directors to operate under the

direction and approval of the commissioner.

(C) The state board shall define the powers and duties of

the public school district board of directors if the state board limits the

powers and duties under subdivision (b)(3)(B) of this section.

(D) The public school district board of directors shall

act in an advisory capacity to the commissioner in regards to all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner.

(E) The state board may grant additional powers and duties

to the public school district board of directors if the public school

district demonstrates progress toward improving the issues that caused the

classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.

(c)(l) If the public school district has not demonstrated to the state

board and the Department of Fducation that the public school district meets

the criteria to exit Level 5 - Intensive support within five (5) years of the

assumption of authority, the state board shall annex, consolidate, or

reconstitute the public school district under § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this

subchapter.
(2) The state board shall promulgate rules to establish the

criteria by which a public school district may exit Level 5 -Intensive

Support.
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6-15-2918. Comprehensive information systems.

(a) The Department of Education shall:

(1) FEstablish and maintain comprehensive information systems

that allow reporting, analysis, and data-driven decision-making by public

school districts;

(2) Provide technical assistance to public school districts in

the use of the data; and

(3) Provide data access to any authorized entity for analyzing

computations and posting public school, public school district, and state

student achievement, if the disclosures are not in conflict with applicable

federal and state law.

(b) The department shall provide electronic resources for educators to

support and augment student achievement, efficiency, and educational

initiatives.

(c) The department may contract with providers to collect, maintain,

and analyze data and prepare reports.

SECTION 3. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY. (a) To ensure an

orderly transition from the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and

Accountability Program Act, § 6-15-401 et seq., to the Arkansas FEducational

Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et seq., the Department of

Education shall continue to provide supports and iInterventions to the state’s

existing priority schools, focus schools, and public schools and public

school districts in academic distress or under state authority to meet

current state and federal requirements.

(b) As part of the transition process:

(1) Public school districts classified as being in academic

distress and under state authority as of the effective date of this act

shall:

(A) Be classified by the State Board of Education as in

need of Level 5 — Intensive support;

(B) Receive Level 5 — Intensive support; and

(C) Continue to be under state authority subject to the

provisions of this act;

(2) Public schools that meet the requisite exit criteria for

academic distress, priority, or focus status shall be removed from that
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classification; and

(3)(A) The department, in collaboration with the public school

district, shall develop a transitional support plan for public school

districts that have public schools classified in academic distress, priority,

or focus status.

(B) Transitional support plans shall:

(1) Be approved by the state board;

(ii) Be based on data from:

(a) Reports required under the state or federal

accountability systems in effect prior to this act;

(b) Public school and public school district

comprehensive improvement plans;

(c) Interim and summative student assessment

results from the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school years; and

(d) Other local data indicating student

progress; and

(iii) Describe the support:

(a) The department will provide to the public

school district; and

(b) The public school district will provide to

its public schools.

(C) The department shall continue to assist public

school districts pursuant to the approved transitional support plans

until the department determines no later than July 1, 2019, the level

of support the public school district will receive under the Arkansas

Educational Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et seq.

/s/J. English

APPROVED: 04/05/2017
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